
Embracing what God is doing 
(Isaiah 43) 

(Transition - Worship / Message / Offering / Communion / Close by Danielle) 

(Structure - Read a scripture section, and unpack it. 

Introduction 
Good morning. It has been a special weekend. Church us about so much more 
than what happens on a Sunday. It is our heart to do life together, and to be the 
presence of Jesus in our community. This week;


We launched the Marriage Course - 13 Couples


This weekend is our church Mens Camp - 40 Men at Montagu.


Sunrise Church Visit - 40 Attendees.


Bright Hope - Safe care for 4 month old baby.


But let’s press on in our Isaiah series. Over the past few Sundays we have looked 
at the early chapters of Isaiah, uncovering what rebellion against God looks like; 
seeing how God is looking for our availability; the prophetic sign of Christ; and 
then last week, where Nick shared about the importance of telling your story.


Today we are moving a lot deeper into Isaiah, all the way to chapter 43, and so I 
hope you have been keeping up with your homework of reading through the book. 
I know it is intense, and you have no doubt by now realised that it is quite a harsh 
book, but today we are going to see that behind all of this, is a God who loves us 
and cares deeply for us, because in this chapter, the prophet Isaiah speaks of the 
redemption of Israel and the steadfast love of God.


Today, it is my prayer that you will hear God speaking to you through this message. 
I don’t just want to share information. I want you to encounter God. I want you to 
meet with him. It is a shame that so many people come to a church, looking for 
God, and all they find is imperfect people. Father, I pray that today people will find 
you. Amen.


So lets get into chapter 43! Isaiah begins by saying this in verse 1;


…this is what the Lord says—he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, 
Israel: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; 
you are mine. (Isaiah 43:1 NIV) 
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These words are a powerful reminder to us, that God is our creator and that He 
has redeemed us from our sins. He knows each of us by name and we are His 
beloved children.


There are a few amazing truths found in this first verse. Firstly;


God is our creator 
Our society today believes that we are self-made. In our human cleverness, we 
have begun to dabble with DNA and cloning, our brightest scientists barely 
scratching the surface of God’s creation, but we think we are so clever with what 
we have found. 


Yet God says - I made you! I formed you! God was the one who formed the nation 
of Israel, and he is not only their creator, but our creator! 


We are living in a confused and mixed up world. Those who have chosen to reject 
the idea of a God who created the world and who made them seem hellbent on 
spreading that belief system to make it mainstream.


Many universities and schools have also embraced atheism, humanism, liberalism, 
and while I understand the role of our schools and universities to educate and skill 
our young people for the workplace, and I have the greatest of respect for teachers 
and lecturers, there is without doubt an agenda to form a belief system in our 
young peoples lives - that God is not the creator. That God does not exist. That we 
were formed through a evolutionary process devoid of a God, and that we are the 
masters of our own lives, and the makers of our own fate.


This is where we differ from the world brothers and sisters. Our biblical worldview 
is this. God is our creator! There’s no getting around that for us. And it shapes 
everything for us. It is at the bedrock of our faith. 


We believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons – Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. We believe that God created the world, and, that God created man in His 
own image; male and female.


God has therefore got a special and unique claim upon all of us, so when we reject 
him as God and as creator, we fail in the most basic and simple truth of our 
universe. That he is our creator. 


Never ever forget that. Never ever let someone trick you into believing it is not so. 
While others have the right and freedom to believe differently, this does not 
threaten or change our position. Do we believe in one God? Yes we do. Do we 
believe he is the creator? Yes we do. Don’t shy away from it. Own it.


There is a second thing I want to point out in this first verse;
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God commands us not to fear 

It is not a suggestion. It is a command. “Do not fear!” Now by the situation they 
found themselves in, their outward circumstances, the people of Judah had every 
reason to be afraid because of Babylon’s army and exile! But God points them to 
something far bigger, and past their present circumstances. 


Fear is a reality for some of you here today. Be real. Accept it. Some of us are 
afraid right now. Some of you are facing something way out of our depth and 
ability to control. And that’s scary.


God knows what you’re going through. He knows the situation you are in. Today 
he wants you to place your trust in him, and to make a choice to obey him, even 
when your feelings leading you to fear, God says; “Do not fear!”


How? And why? Because…


God is our redeemer 

He says; “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.” Redemption. It is a powerful 
thing. And God is the one who has redeemed us!


Just like he brought Israel out of their exile and spiritual slavery, he brought us out 
of the darkness and into his light and salvation. Thank you Lord. 


Redemption is about being saved out of slavery and debt. In a spiritual sense, God 
rescued us, and paid the price and debt we could not pay. Ultimately, it is Jesus 
who paid this price on the cross, and took the punishment for us sin, and paid our 
debt.


Today I believe God wants me to remind you of this invitation of redemption. For 
the unbeliever, for the spiritual wanderer, see God’s invitation to you to come 
home, to return to your creator, your redeemer. 


God is calling you. God is summoning you by name. Don’t resist the call of God. if 
we reject him, there is no other way by which we can be saved.


And for the believer, God says; “Do not fear, no matter what circumstance you are 
facing,” because God says; “I have called you by your name; You are mine." 


I love how God here twice owns his people. He has the right of ownership, both as 
Creator, and as Redeemer. His ownership of me is personal because he says; “I 
have called you by your name.” He knows my name, he knows your name, 
because he made you. His ownership is also certain, because he seals it by saying 
“You are mine!”


Knowing that we belong to the LORD, is a wonderful answer to fear. 
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Man that’s a good line. You should write that down! Knowing that we belong to the 
LORD, is a wonderful answer to fear.


I recall times at night where I have lay awake, fearing, worrying. Those moments 
can bring such anxiety to our souls. But time and time again, the transformation 
that comes, through knowing that I belong to him, that we belong to him, changes 
everything, doesn’t it? 


We can know that He holds us, we can know that he protects us, guards us, and 
cares for us. We can know that he would not have created, redeemed, and called 
us, unless He intended to finish His work in us. Thank you Lord.


How then can we be afraid, when we know this God is for us, and is looking out for 
our interests?!


(Personal testimony about overcoming fear in the Lord?)


Let’s read on though; in verse 3 God says these powerful words;


When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass 
through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the 
fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. (Isaiah 43:3 
NIV) 

In my personal walk with the Lord, the thing that gives me such confidence in 
overcoming fear, is knowing that the Lord is with me, and I want you to believe that 
too.


God is with you. 
These words assure us that no matter what challenges we face, God is always with 
us. He will protect us and guide us through difficult times.


God says; When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. God says, I 
will be with you through any potential obstacle. Deep waters? I will be with you. 

 

A fiery trial of some kind. I will be with you. You shall not be burned. When God 
is with us, He is for us, and who can be against us.


Israel had, and would have their trials, but we have ours also. Trials are inevitable. 
God doesn’t say; “if you pass through the waters,’ he says; when you pass 
through the waters! God reminds us brothers and sisters, that he will be with us 
in the toughest of circumstances. Trials are varied; sometimes we face waters, 
sometimes rivers, and sometimes fires. Floods overwhelm, fires consume. Trials 
come in all different forms, but the common denominator is this. God will be with 
you.
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The mention of the LORD’s presence and protection in the fire reminds me of the 
story of the three sons of Judah, cast into the Babylonian furnace, because they 
would not bow or bend to worship an idol. They also were preserved in the fire by 
the presence of God (Daniel 3:19-25).


I also find the wording interesting. God says; when you Walk through the fire. 
Why did he put it like that? If I was going to pass through a fire, I would run! I 
would try and blast through it as fast as possible so as not to burn as badly! But 
with God helping us, we don’t have to panic, we don’t have to fear, and we don’t 
have to run, as if we don’t trust God. He can so strengthen us in our trials, so that 
we can walk through the fire.


When Shelley and I go out, I always joke with her, because she has a very fast 
walk. Wow, can that girl walk fast. I have two settings. I can run, and I can walk, 
but I don’t have a in-between setting. Shelley has this fast-walk. It’s impressive. 
We go to the shops and I can’t keep up. She keeps looking back telling me to 
hurry up!


But this kind of walking described here is different. Walking is the pace at which 
you go, when you are not in a hurry, when you are not concerned or alarmed.  
When there is no rush. When you are not burdened or anxious, then you walk. That 
is the kind of walking God is talking about here - you can walk through the fire with 
God, unconquered, and not in a panic, because you trust him.


I like the way The Message translation puts this verse;


“When you’re in over your head, I’ll be there with you. When you’re in rough 
waters, you will not go down. When you’re between a rock and a hard place, 
it won’t be a dead end.” (Isaiah 43:1-4 MSG) 

Do you feel that you are between a rock and a hard place right now? Maybe it feels 
like a dead end? Maybe it feels like you are in over your head in a situation right 
now. Be encouraged child of God - God is with you! He will help you walk through 
this, because you are precious and honoured in his sight, and because he loves 
you. Amen?!


Let’s read on, look at what God says next from verse 5;


5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east 
and gather you from the west. 6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to 
the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— 7 everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” (Isaiah 43:5-7 NIV) 

I want to talk to hear for a few moments about;
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Gods heart for our children 
Yesterday I bumped into some friends outside the gym. They told me, “Neil, please 
pray for our son. Please pray that the Lord brings him back to the faith, back into 
the church, back into a relationship with the Lord.”


This week I met with a parent, who described the pain of her son, who years ago 
used to love and serve the Lord, now living in another country, and not interested 
in God, and living a lifestyle outside of Gods will.


Do you know what doesn’t help. When we as Christians stand in judgement, and 
say; “Oh, they must have done something wrong as parents!” The church should 
be a place where we come alongside and support, and love them. Why do I know 
that, because I know God’s heart for our children!


God says; Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your descendants from the 
east. I know this is referring to Israel’s young people who had been separated from 
their families and shackled into exile in other countries, but to me it also speaks to 
God’s heart for our children, in seeing them return to him.


God wants his people to know that they can have hope for the future, because 
they know they are called by the name of the LORD, and they were created for 
His glory!


God has not only created us, but that He has created us for a purpose. If we have 
no Creator, then we are purposeless; but God has created us, and He did it for a 
purpose, creating us for His glory. I want to trust God that the prodigals will return 
home. I want to trust God that the exiles will return home. I want to trust God for 
my children, and I want to trust God for your children. Amen?!


This also has a application for us today. Is God calling you to get involved in 
mentoring young people. Discipling young people. Equipping young people. We 
have over 60 young people upstairs this morning. What a incredible opportunity to 
make a difference in their lives! Even I get involved when I am able to. What’s 
stopping you?


We are all called to get involved. We are all called to be witnesses to the next 
generation.


10 “You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I have 
chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me. 11 I, even I, am 
the Lord, and apart from me there is no savior. 12 I have revealed and saved 
and proclaimed— I, and not some foreign god among you. You are my 

Page  of 6 11



witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am God. 13 Yes, and from ancient days I 
am he. (Isaiah 43:10-13 NIV) 

Gods command to be active witnesses 
Our purpose is to bear witness to the power and love of God, to share His 
message of hope and redemption with the world, to proclaim His praise, and to 
live our lives in a way that reflects His glory.


I want you to see the emphasis, the LORD commissions His witnesses. 

He says; You are My witnesses! God’s people had witnessed the greatness of 
God. If only Israel would remember the great things God had done among them, 
they would see each wonderful work of His as a witness to the truth that He is the 
only true God.


The idol worshippers have nothing to say as witnesses because their gods can do 
nothing. But the people of God are witnesses of His greatness and power. They 
have seen it and experienced it.


A witness is a passive observer of what someone has done, and Israel had seen 
the great works of God. But they were more than passive observers; God called 
Israel to be His servants. That was why they were chosen – not just to sit around 
and glory in their chosenness!


Forgive us Lord if that is what we have done. We want to be active witnesses, not 
passive witnesses! Amen! As for me, and my house, we want to serve the LORD, 
and to know the LORD and believe Him in every way! Amen! Hallelujah.


We are nearly done. This next verse is awesome. Look at it with me. Verse 18;


18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a 
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43:18-19 NIV) 

This is a promise. Who of you like receiving a promise of something incredible? Of 
course we do!


These words are a promise to us, that God is always doing something new in our 
lives. Even when we feel like we are in the midst of a wilderness or a desert, God is 
making a way for us. He is creating new opportunities, new relationships, and new 
possibilities for us.


These words are a reminder, that God provides for us, even in the most barren of 
places. He gives us the nourishment we need to sustain us and the strength we 
need to proclaim His praises.
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In these verses, God says; Do not remember the former things. As Isaiah wrote 
prophetically to Israel, they were stuck in the desperate circumstances of captivity 
and exile. God wanted to put their eyes on the new work He would do, so He 
began with a command to not remember the former things. Why? Because if 
they were stuck in the failure and sin and discouragement of the past, they would 
never go forward to the new thing God had for them. I want to briefly chat about


Dealing with our past 
This is fascinating passage – because there is a big switch between the first part of 
chapter 43, where Israel is told to look back to the past by remembering the great 
things that God did for them at the Red Sea. But here, at the end of the chapter, 
they were told do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of 
old! 


So get this, this is important in dealing with our past. This shows us that there is a 
sense in which we must remember the past, in terms of God’s great work on our 
behalf. There is also a sense in which we must forsake and forget the past, with all 
its discouragement and defeat, and move on to what God has for us in the future. 
Amen?!


God says; Behold, I will do a new thing. Everyone say; God is doing a new 
thing! There we go. Its important that we understand that, because staying stuck 
in the past, can keep us from the new thing God wants to do. If Israel stayed 
stuck in the discouragement and seduction of Babylon, they would never look for 
the new thing of release from exile.


Sure, we can make an idol out of the “new.” We can be tossed about by every new 
wind of doctrine. But we can also work against the new thing God wants to do.


So church, “Will we stay in step with Gods Spirit? When He leads us into 
something new, will we move with him”


God says; I will even make a road in the wilderness: Between the captivity in 
Babylon, and the return to Israel, lay hundreds of miles of wilderness. God’s 
people didn’t need to be afraid because God would make a road in the 
wilderness, provide rivers in the desert, and even protect His people from 
animals, because even the beasts of the field will honor him, says the LORD.


Often, when God makes a promise, we worry about the details or the obstacles for 
the fulfillment of that promise. But God says, “Don’t worry about it at all. I will 
even make a road in the wilderness. I have resources and plans you don’t know 
about. Leave those problems to Me!”


So here is what I want to say to you today my friends;
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Embrace what God is doing 
The Good News translation puts this verse like this;


“Do not cling to events of the past or dwell on what happened long ago. 
Watch for the new thing I am going to do. It is happening already—you can 
see it now!” (Isaiah 43:18-19 GNT)


You can’t go backward in life. You can only go forward. That means you have only 
two choices: You can long for the way things used to be, and not change a single 
thing about today, or you can trust in God to do something new.


The Bible says, “His mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning” (Lamentations 3:22-23 ESV).


God is a God of newness. He doesn’t do the same old things all the time. And so, 
to live a better life, you need to cooperate with the new things God wants to do in 
your family, in your career, in your friendships, in his church, and in the world 
around you.


But people aren’t always interested in the new things God is doing. Sometimes 
you’ll dream about the past and say, “I wish I lived during that era,” or “I wish I 
could go back to that period of my life.” But wishing for the past is like looking in 
the rear-view mirror while driving and never looking out the windshield. If you keep 
that up, you’re going to crash.


Before you can embrace the new things God is going to do in your life and in the 
world, you have to be looking for them. If you’re always looking backward, you 
can’t “watch for the new thing” God is going to do.


I chose the word “embrace” intentionally. Why? Because “embrace” means more 
than to just agree with something or to grudgingly accept it. Embrace means to be 
content with it—or even love it! You don’t embrace things you don’t love. God 
wants you to embrace the new things he does.


How do you show God that you’re focused on the new things he’s doing? You 
pray, “God, help me to do what you’re blessing,” instead of “God, bless what I’m 
doing.” And when you do, you’ll be able to embrace the incredible things he is 
going to do next.


Conclusion 
In conclusion today, Isaiah 43 is a powerful reminder of God's love and 
redemption. 


God is our creator.
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God commands us not to fear.


God is our redeemer.


God is with us.


He has a heart for our children.


He wants us to be active witnesses.


He wants to help us deal with out past,


And he wants us to embrace the new things that he is doing.


As we close, I want to end here.


Gods heart for real Communion with you 

Here is the final verse I want to read to you today as we prepare to give our 
offering to the Lord, and to also go into a time of communion.


25 “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and 
remembers your sins no more. 26 Review the past for me, let us argue the 
matter together; state the case for your innocence. (Isaiah 43:25-26 NIV) 

These words are a reminder to us that no matter how much we have sinned or how 
far we have strayed from God, He is always ready to forgive us. His love and mercy 
are boundless, and He will always welcome us back with open arms.


God wants to blot out our transgressions, and not remember our sins.


God wants to forgive at the earliest opportunity. He wants to forget our sins. 
Despite all Israels and our disregard for sin and disregard for God, He still loves His 
people and longs for their humble return.


Jesus’ story of the Prodigal Son is a beautiful illustration of this principle. The 
Prodigal felt the father was a burden to relieve himself of, and he went his own 
way. But the father still loved him and was ready to forget all the sin as soon as the 
Prodigal humbly returned.


How can God forget sin? By simply choosing to not remember. God has forgotten 
our sin as being fully paid for by what Jesus endured on the cross. We can also 
forget our sin also and put it far from us.


Page  of 10 11



God says, if you want to justify yourself, then do it, present your best case. But no 
matter you say, God has a stronger argument against them: Stop trying to justify 
yourself and humbly look to Me for salvation.”


Let’s pray… 
We are going to respond now by giving to the Lord. The stewards will pass the 
baskets around.


Communion 
As a further response, we are going to now share a time of communion.


Credits: 

Bible Commentary by David Guzik.


Devotion by Rick Warren.


Small Group Questions:


Why doesn’t God want you to constantly dwell on the past?


What new thing might God be doing in your current attitude or perspectives?


In what areas do you find it difficult to embrace new things?
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