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In our series in Isaiah, we come now to a historical section that is 
so important in Scripture that it is recorded in three place – in 2 
Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 29-32 and in Isaiah 36, 37.

The title of this message is “The Power of Prayer”.  If we think 
about that title, we could ask a few questions to open up thinking
about it.  For example, “What is my first ‘Go To’ in the morning, 
when I wake up?”  Or, we could ask, “If someone asks me to pray 
for them, what we I say to such a question?  Would we say, ‘Why 
not go to the Pastor – he’ll pray for you?’”  Or, we could ask, “Do I
pray?  If I do, what are those prayers about?  Can I really pray?”

Today we are going to learn how one prayer saved a nation.  
Wow.  That’s a thought.  

The background to  Isaiah 36 and 37 is that Isaiah now was a 
priest during the reign of the fourth king of his lifetime.  Uzziah 
was the first king.  His son, Jotham reigned after him.  Then came 
Ahaz.  And now Hezekiah his son took over at the age of 25.  
Though so young his relationship with God was so strong that he 
brought the whole nation back to God in his first year.



The first 14 years went well, but then, at the age of 39 he faced 
the toughest year of his life.  We read about it in Isaiah 36:1ff.

1  In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah's reign, Sennacherib 
king of Assyria attacked all the fortified cities of Judah and 
captured them.     2  Then the king of Assyria sent his field 
commander with a large army from Lachish to King Hezekiah at 
Jerusalem... 4  [He said to those who represented Hezekiah] “Tell 
Hezekiah, This is what the great king, the king of Assyria says, ‘On 
what are you basing this confidence of yours...,  15 that this city 
will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria?’”                
(Isaiah 36:1-15)

1. Confidence in God is basic to prayer
“This confidence of yours” (Isaiah 36:4)

Before we get into how he faced the army of Assyria, we need to 
know why the field commander of Assyria questioned Hezekiah 
about his confidence.  Where did Hezekiah get the confidence to 
face the mighty Assyrians?  To answer that question we need to 
go to the 2nd Kings and 2nd Chronicles passages for the answer.  
There we read that Hezekiah restored the whole nation back to 
God.  He was convinced that they belonged to God and that He 
was to be trusted.  Here are some of his reforms.

Hezekiah’s reforms (2 Chronicles 29-31)
1. In the first month of the first year of his reign He cleared the 

temple of the clutter that blocked access to the service of 
God.  It took 8 days; then another 8 days to consecrate the 
place;

>Why is prayer so hard? Because so much is between us & God?



2. Hezekiah and the people consecrated themselves to the LORD
3. Hezekiah united the nation at the 1st Passover of his rule
>If we put God 1st, He’s the 1st we go to; last > He’s last resort

God encouraged Hezekiah for his reforms
1. God gave the unity the nation needed (2 Chronicles 32:12);
2. God gave victory over oppressive Philistines (2 Kings 18:8);
3. God gave them the skill to secure Jerusalem’s water 

(2 Chronicles 32:3)

>The result of these reforms and the encouragement God gave 
was joyful worship.  It says that when the priests and Levites 
blessed the people as they gathered before the LORD, their 
prayer reached heaven (2 Chronicles 30:27).  

Can you see here that when the way is cleared to put the LORD 
first, and make Him a cause for worship and thanks, that your 
prayers reach Heaven.  In that sense, the power of prayer is in the
peace God gives to the cleansed and reordered heart.

This peace with God is through the Lord Jesus Christ, who by His 
own blood made the way for reconciliation with God.  Through 
Jesus Christ we may receive the forgiveness for which He died on 
our stead, the cleansing of our hearts, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to come to Him in love and in confidence in fellowship and 
prayer.  Peace with God through Jesus clears the path for fast and 
easy prayer.  Prayer is only “powerful” when it is in this 
confidence.  

“In him and through faith in him we may approach God with 
freedom and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12);  “13  I write these 
things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that 
you may know that you have eternal life.   14  This is the 
confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 



according to his will, he hears us.   15  And if we know that he 
hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we 
asked of him” (1 John 5:13-15).  This is the first base for the 
having the power of prayer.

Hezekiah helped the people find confidence in God:  [knowing 
that the king of Assyria planned to attack Jerusalem, Hezekiah 
assembled the people and said],   
“7  "Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged 
because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for 
there is a greater power with us than with him.  8  With him is 
only the arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God to help us 
and to fight our battles."   And the people gained confidence from
what Hezekiah the king of Judah said”       (2 Chronicles 32:7,8).

Will you not join Hezekiah in turning to the LORD for the peace of 
God which He gives to those He is saving?  Will you not this 
moment trust in Him for His purifying work, His light, and His 
work of grace in you?  Will you not see yourself, as he did, 
responding to God’s call to trust Him for the cleansing of your life,
and the setting of your heart as a temple for His dwelling, and a 
fast and ready place for fellowship with Him?   Can you see Him 
giving you the power to know Him and face all that He has for you
in His strength?  

People may see this confidence, and ask of you as the field 
commander did, “What is this confidence of yours?”

You see, because of Hezekiah’s peace with God, he was ready to 
face the challenge which was before him.  And that leads us to 
the next point.



2. God is the power of Prayer 
when confidence is tested

Now Hezekiah faced the greatest test of his life.  The field 
commander to Hezekiah and the people
1. You’re too weak to save yourselves (Isaiah 36:4-10)
2. God can’t help you either                   (Isaiah 36:13-20)

“13  Then the commander stood and called out in Hebrew, "Hear 
the words of the great king, the king of Assyria!    14  This is what 
the king says: Do not let Hezekiah deceive you. He cannot deliver 
you!   15  Do not let Hezekiah persuade you to trust in the LORD 
when he says, 'The LORD will surely deliver us; this city will not be
given into the hand of the king of Assyria...   20  Who of all the 
gods of these countries has been able to save his land from me? 
How then can the LORD deliver Jerusalem from my hand?"“ 
(Isaiah 36:13-20).  

Here the Assyrian field commander was questioning the covenant
between Hezekiah and God and between the people and God!

(a) When confidence is tested, go first and fast to the LORD

“When Hezekiah heard this, He... went into the temple of the 
LORD...  He sent His staff to Isaiah the prophet, to pray.  “It 
may be that the LORD your God will hear the words of the 
field commander, whom his master, the king of Assyria, has 
sent to ridicule the living God, and that he will rebuke him for 
the words the LORD your God has heard. Therefore [you] 
pray for the remnant that still survives”   (Isaiah 37:4)



Overwhelmed.  Hezekiah’s name means, “Strong in God”.  
Sennacherib was in fact saying, “Your name means nothing,” 
which was a massive insult to him and to God.  The problem was 
that even though Hezekiah’s army had defeated the Philistines, it 
was no match for the Assyrian might.  The nation had been 
united, but here was the field commander undermining that unity
by devastating the whole country, and leaving the unity shattered.
And although Hezekiah had restored the people to God, here was 
the General undermining the God had they had come to trust. 

Hezekiah and the people were deeply distressed.  But, praise 
God, they went first and fast to the temple – to the LORD!  But in 
the LORD’s presence Hezekiah could not bring himself to pray.  He
pleaded with Isaiah “Pray to YOUR God for us” (Isaiah 37:4).

In times of testing the first thing to be battered might be prayer – 
We might find prayer to be the hardest thing.  Have you found 
that in testing times God seems to be distant?  The covenant link 
that God has with you has been challenged?  Then know that the 
strength of your prayer-link with God is God holding you – not the
other way around.  Look, He is your pray-er!

(b) Isaiah is a type or a sign of God’s power when we are 
overwhelmed:

1. Isaiah is a type of Christ: “24  Because Jesus lives forever, he 
has a permanent priesthood.   25  Therefore he is able to save
completely those who come to God through him, because he 
always lives to intercede for them  (Hebrews 7:25).  when you
feel that you are battling to pray, know that Jesus is your 
Intercessor!  He is praying for you.

2. Isaiah is a type of the Holy Spirit:  “We do not know what we 



ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us”  
(Romans 8:26).  Find hope this day that when you do not 
know how to pray, the Holy Spirit knows your heart and 
speaks your heart language to the Lord, in ways you could 
never express yourself.  Praise God for His help when you are 
cast headlong upon Him.  You are not alone!  God stands 

3. Isaiah is a type of prayer support:  “Always keep praying for all
the saints” (Ephesians 5:18) – our Isaiah role with each other!

3. There is power in prayer 
when its about God’s honour being at stake

“Now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all 
kingdoms on earth may know that you alone, O LORD, are 
God”   (Isaiah 37:4)

The Background.
Sennacherib was distracted by Egypt’s Cush ruler Tirhaka, 
who had come with his army to face him in battle.  The field 
commander then intensified the battle, stationed 180 000 at 
Jerusalem, and threatened to destroy the city.

He said he could prove that he could do it by pointing out all 
the surrounding nations that had fallen to his onslaught.  So 
what, then, could the LORD God of Israel do to stop him?

This was insolence of highest order; and it was the gravest 
threat they faced.  What could Hezekiah do?



(a) Hezekiah went straight to the temple, and there did 
something he had not done before.  He spread the letter out 
before the LORD, as if to say, “Look at this!  And hear what’s 
been said.”

This is the first part of this point.  Hezekiah was being trained by 
the LORD to come directly to HIMSELF.  Previously Isaiah had 
prayed for him.  Now Hezekiah moved to pray HIMSELF.

> This is a call to take hold of what Christ offers us:  Direct 
access to our Heavenly Father, on the merits of Christ.

But a second point is needed to be noted.

(b) Hezekiah’s confidence was in the honour of the LORD
This was not about Hezekiah – It was about God

Our prayer life may start with uniting with God’s people
That’s how it started when Hezekiah came to rule.
In that renewal, note and remember God’s encouragements.
God may be growing your confidence in Him.

But then it needs to stand the tests of situations that are 
bigger than we can handle on our own.  Remember then that 
Jesus intercedes for you; and the Holy Spirit prays for you; 
and there are others you can ask to pray to God for you, if you
feel overwhelmed.

Our prayer life may take a profound turn when we are able to 
pray about matters from the perspective of God’s honour.



Application

Every morning – worship and rejoice in God – clear the path to 
Him

Make Him your 1st and fastest resort through easy prayer-link
Write out a brief prayer and read it out – get used to hearing 
yourself talking to God

The Church in Prayer:  Small Groups in prayer, Home Groups, 
Ministry Groups, Prayer friendships, Prayer Partnerships
- Prayer before your appointments
- Prayer for those who are difficult to live and work with
- Prayer before your take your first sip of coffee at work
- In all good things, thanks for His work in you and others.

Disclaimer

As usual, with all preaching, the reader or listener is expected to take what is said 
and written with a critical attitude that weighs the message up for its worth; to take 
what is good and discard what is not worth holding on to.  The Scriptures are 
interpreted into a message that is given with the best intent to build up and to 
encourage.  Each person is to apply themselves to come prayerfully and thoughtfully 
to their own opinions, agreements and disagreements about what is shared.  As they
do so it is hoped that they might grow in their own way, become more familiar with 
the Bible, enjoy good discussion with others, and direct their hearts towards God, to 
find their own relationship with Him, and to follow His way for the benefit of others, 
and to seek out with others how best to live and do His good work in the world..


