
Are you a rebel against God 
By Neil Smith


Introduction 

Good morning! 


Today we are beginning a whole new series on the book of Isaiah. 


Isaiah Title Slide 

Whoah! I know, it is a huge book. Why on earth would we would want to get into 
such a long and complicated book! Well, firstly, I have never taught on Isaiah, 
that’s not good, and secondly, we need to be faithful as a church, to preaching 
through the complete word of God. Amen?! We can’t just pick the books we like, 
and skip the ones we don’t.


But I am fully aware that Isaiah is made up of 66 chapters, and there are only 52 
Sundays in a year! But don’t freak out! We have a plan to move through this book 
over the coming weeks and end the series on easter Sunday, which is 11 Sundays 
from now. That means, you are going to get homework! What? Yes, homework! I 
am going to encourage you to read through the whole of Isaiah, so that we don’t 
miss anything. We won’t be able to cover every verse in 11 Sundays, but as you 
read along from home as well, we will make sure we get through it all. You up for 
that? I hope so!


So why is this important? Why should you care about Isaiah? Well, the book of 
Isaiah deals a lot with the reason why Jesus came – it is full of prophecies about 
the Messiah, and as much as it deals with the problems people face, it also deals 
with the hope that we have because of Jesus! So its good that we do this. Its 
healthy for us. So I trust you will join with us as a church, and that we can do this 
together, so that we can grow together.


So, Who was Isaiah?


Well, Isaiah was a man from the Old Testament times who was a prophet. A 
messenger of God. He served the Lord during the reigns of four Old Testament 
Kings: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. Here is a famous depiction of him by 
Michelangelo, on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican City;


(Picture of Isaiah) 

Now as amazing as Michelangelo’s work is, I doubt Isaiah looked like that, very 
European, and pink, with strange looking babies in tow. Yes, I know they are meant 
to be Cherubs, but, I hope Cherubs don’t look like that in heaven!


Now the name “Isaiah” means “Jehovah saves” or “Salvation of Jehovah.” It is 
believed that Isaiah was from a prominent family, perhaps even related to the royal 
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family of Judah, scholars think that because he seems to have had significant 
influence among the rulers of Judah. 


Isaiah is sometimes called the “prince of prophets.” We believe he was married to 
a “prophetess,” and he had two sons, one named “Shear-Jashub.” (Is 7:3) and 
another, who the Lord told him to name; Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (Is 8:3). That has 
to be one of the most intense baby names ever! “Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz.” 


Imagine calling him to the dinner table at night. I would get it mixed up each time! I 
think I would just go with Baz!


So he was a family man. A father, a husband, and a prophet, all in the time when 
the nation of Israel had divided into two Kingdoms – the Northern Kingdom, Israel, 
who had rebelled and sinned greatly against God, and the Southern Kingdom, 
Judah, who were following in the same direction. It was a time of spiritual rebellion 
against God.


So, with that as a intro, lets begin. Isaiah chapter 1:1;


Isaiah 1:1-2 

[This is] The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz 
saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
2 Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! For the LORD has spoken: “I reared 
children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me.

This morning we are going to be dealing with the subject of rebellion. The spirit of 
rebellion. The first part of Isaiah is heavy, but I know our church can handle heavy. 
Am I right? Good.


Now, when you dealing with the spirit of rebellion, is only by the Holy Spirit and by 
the grace of God that we are going to get anywhere. So lets pray;


Father, Almighty God, we need you today, I need you. Holy Spirit, please come and 
make these words life and truth. Bring revelation through your word, because it's 
only truth that sets us free, only your truth. There's nothing else that can free the 
soul but your truth, anointed by the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus, please use me. Let me stand here before you, under your blood, and let me 
proclaim your living word, not out of my flesh, not out of myself, but out of the 
anointing of your Spirit. I acknowledge Lord, that I can't preach this this morning 
without you. It will fall flat on the floor, unless you take it on the wings of the Holy 
Spirit, and bring it to our hearts and minds in your transforming power. In Jesus 
name I pray. Amen.  

Rebellion. Now, Rebellion is the rising up against established authority. And a 
rebel is someone who tries to ruin, or destroy, or pull down that authority. 
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Today I believe I have a mandate from God to expose any kind of rebellion that 
may be in this house today, in this church family.


If you are a guest with us today, I’m so glad you’re here, and I pray you’re not too 
freaked out, but I want you to know this applies to you as well. You may be a 
watching online today, from some other country, you may be from another church, 
but I want to talk to you about the spirit of rebellion, because it is something that 
can affect us all.


Rebellion you say? “Well, Pastor Neil, that bothers me, that you would even 
suggest that I might have the spirit of rebellion in me, because I don't have one 
little bit of rebellion in me!”


You’re thinking to yourself; “That’s not me! I can't even conceive of it. So don’t try 
to put that on me!” Friends, please hear me out, and please open your hearts to 
the working of the Lord here today. Let me talk to you about the kind of rebellion 
that the Holy Spirit is interested in, and wants to deal with this morning. 


It's the rebellion against the greatest authority known to mankind, it’s God, and his 
Word. When we disobey God, when we disobey his Word, in any part of our life, 
we are in the beginning of rebellion. 


This is the kind of rebellion I want to talk about today, and this is the kind of 
rebellion that Isaiah is going to talk to us about, it is rebellion against the authority 
of God. So lets read the next verse;


Isaiah 1:3  

3 The ox knows its master, the donkey its owner’s manger, but Israel does not 
know, my people do not understand.” 4 Woe to the sinful nation, a people 
whose guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, children given to corruption!  

They have forsaken the LORD; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and 
turned their backs on him. 5 Why should you be beaten anymore? Why do you 
persist in rebellion? Your whole head is injured, your whole heart afflicted. 

Rebellion is one of the major themes in Isaiah. 


Israel were a rebellious nation

God has a long history with the nation Israel – He had chosen then and set them 
up as a nation, a nation that was to be an example and a light to the other nations 
around them. So many times, God rescued them from trouble, yet they had this 
recurring weakness, of doing their own thing. They were God chosen people, 
special to God, but they often chose not to live according to God’s standards for 
them. They chose to rebel against God.
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Now perhaps ‘Rebellion’ seems like a harsh word to you. Maybe ‘rebellion against 
God’ is something you can more easily identify in someone else!

Oswald Chambers describes sin and rebellion like this: 


“Sin is not weakness, it is a disease; it is red-handed rebellion against God 
and the magnitude of that rebellion is expressed by Calvary's cross.” (Oswald 
Chambers) 

Rebellion is deceptive. Rebellion against God never starts out as a full major 
rebellion – usually it starts with one or two small things, then the next, and the 
next.

That is the habit that Israel had fallen into – they would come to God when they 
were in trouble, and start following Him again, but then they would slide back 
towards doing things their own way. It would then get to the point where they no 
longer cared about how they were living. The spirit of rebellion had taken over.


So, Israel were a rebellious nation. What about South Africa?


There is much we could say here, about crime, corruption, injustice. As a nation we 
are going through a lot. We have just got through the smack of Covid, and we are 
currently in the klap of Eskom. Behind all of which is no doubt a lot of issues. 


We need to be praying for our nation to come back to God.


So here is the big picture, much of Isaiah, is about reminding people how they are 
special to God, how much they are loved, yet God is showing them that they have 
chosen to live as if they don’t know God.  So how does this apply to us? 


Well lets bring it closer to home than just our nation.


Are you rebelling against God? 

The Lord has spoken in these verses, not just to Israel, but to us. 


Listen, O heavens! Pay attention, earth! This is what the Lord says: “The 
children I raised and cared for have rebelled against me. (Is 1:2 NLT) 

Heaven and earth, you’re the jury. Listen to God’s case: “I had children and 
raised them well, and they turned on me. (Is 1:2 MSG) 

God’s own children can turn against him.


There is a sentence that I am beginning to use with my kids when they disobey. 
The sentence is; “If you think you have a better idea than obedience, you’re 
wrong.” 
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I want to say this to them, because I know there are times when I will tell one of 
them to do something, and they might begin to think; “If Dad really understood the 
situation, he would have asked me to do this other thing instead.”


And they end up doing what they think I should have told them to do. Kids can 
have this assumption, that they know better, and this can lead them to disobey.


We are no different with our heavenly father.


In Isaiah, God’s people had determined that they knew better than God. But, if you 
think you have a better idea than obedience to God, you are wrong.


Isaiah says;


“The ox knows who’s boss, the mule knows the hand that feeds him, But not 
Israel. My people don’t know up from down… My people have walked out on 
me, their God, turned their backs on The Holy of Israel, walked off and never 
looked back.” (Is 1 MSG) 

What about us? Have we forgotten who’s boss? Have we forgotten the hand that 
feeds us. Have we rebelled, and turned our backs on God? 


As I have reflected on the reasons I have at times been tempted to rebel against 
God, two things stand out. 


One - Trusting my limited wisdom, instead of simple obedience. The argument 
goes something like this, “If God would have really thought this whole thing 
through, God would have told me to do it like this. Since God, however, clearly 
didn’t think of all the details, I am going to do it my way. And you end up rebelling.


And secondly - Craving the approval of others. Whenever you think you have a 
“better idea” than obeying God, it would be worthwhile to check your motives to 
see if your real reason for rebellion is to make other people happy with you.


So, are you rebelling against God today? Are you trusting your limited wisdom, 
instead of obeying. Or have you perhaps caved into the approval of others. If you 
have, set it right today, because partnering with the spirit of rebellion is a 
dangerous game to play with God.


Lets read further and pick up in chapter 2;


Isaiah 2:6  

You, LORD, have abandoned your people, the descendants of Jacob. They are 
full of superstitions from the East; they practice divination like the Philistines 
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and embrace pagan customs. 7 Their land is full of silver and gold; there is no 
end to their treasures.  

Their land is full of horses; there is no end to their chariots. 8 Their land is full 
of idols; they bow down to the work of their hands, to what their fingers have 
made.

Another theme in Isaiah is idolatry – the following of other Gods. Again, this was a 
habit that Israel developed repeatedly – and they would end up adopting the god’s 
of their neighbours. God’s response to this was one of judgement;

Isaiah 2:17  

The arrogance of man will be brought low and human pride humbled; the 
LORD alone will be exalted in that day, 18 and the idols will totally disappear. 19 
People will flee to caves in the rocks and to holes in the ground from the 
fearful presence of the LORD and the splendor of his majesty, when he rises 
to shake the earth.  

20 In that day people will throw away to the moles and bats their idols of silver 
and idols of gold, which they made to worship. 21 They will flee to caverns in 
the rocks and to the overhanging crags from the fearful presence of the 
LORD and the splendor of his majesty, when he rises to shake the earth.  

22 Stop trusting in mere humans, who have but a breath in their nostrils. Why 
hold them in esteem? 

Not only were Israel a rebellious nation;

Israel were a idolatrous nation.

God was very clear to Israel, that He was the only God.


DA Carson says; “The heart of all this evil is idolatry itself. It is the de-godding 
of God. It is the creature swinging his puny first in the face of his Maker and 
saying, in effect, “If you do not see things my way. I’ll make my own god!”


Again, you are probably thinking, “But Pastor Neil, I would never worship any other 
God! Please remember, idolatry isn’t confined to worshipping a golden statue or 
praying to some little ornament. It’s much broader than that.  Here’s a helpful 
definition: 


An idol is anything or anyone that becomes more important to us than God. 

In other words;
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Counterfeit gods (Puny gods)

Here are some examples of things that can easily become idols in our lives:


1. Identity
2. Money

3. Material Things
4. Jobs

5. Status
6. Physical Appearance
7. Entertainment 
8. Sex 
9. Comfort

10. Phones

11. Technology

12. Family

13. Children 
14. Influence

15. Fame


Tim Keller, in his book, Counterfeit Gods, answers what an idol is this way: 


“An idol is anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs 
your heart and imagination more than God, and anything that you seek to give 
you what only God can give.” (Tim Keller)

Again, just like with rebellion, idolatry is not something that happens overnight – it 
is a slow slide. 

Israel had religious behaviour but were corrupt!

Isaiah 1:11 

11 “The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to me?” says the LORD. “I 
have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened 
animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 12 
When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this 
trampling of my courts?  

13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me. New 
Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— I cannot bear your worthless 
assemblies. 14 Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals I hate with 
all my being. They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. 

15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; even 
when you offer many prayers, I am not listening. Your hands are full of blood! 
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16 Wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 
stop doing wrong. 17 Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. 
Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.

I think this is a theme that we are familiar with unfortunately – people acting 
religiously, but in real life, their faith does not change how they treat people – it is 
all about looking good on the outside.


It can be quite shocking to think that God sees how we live, and our good pious 
public display is useless – he sees our hearts in the way we treat others. If our faith 
is not impacting on our relationships, it is worthless!


The message translation puts this section like this, God says; 


“Quit your worship charades. I can’t stand your trivial religious games: 
Monthly conferences, weekly Sabbaths, special meetings— meetings, 
meetings, meetings—I can’t stand one more! Meetings for this, meetings for 
that. I hate them! You’ve worn me out! 

I’m sick of your religion, religion, religion, while you go right on sinning. When 
you put on your next prayer-performance, I’ll be looking the other way. No 
matter how long or loud or often you pray, I’ll not be listening. 

And do you know why? Because you’ve been tearing people to pieces, and 
your hands are bloody. Go home and wash up. Clean up your act. Sweep your 
lives clean of your evildoings so I don’t have to look at them any longer. 

Say no to wrong. Learn to do good. Work for justice. Help the down-and-out. 
Stand up for the homeless. Go to bat for the defenseless.” (Is 1:13-17 MSG) 

Father, please would you forgive us. Forgive us for playing religion, forgive us for 
dabbling with rebellion. Forgive us for falling for counterfeit religion. We know real 
Christianity, is about saying no to wrong, learning to do good, working for justice, 
helping the down and out, and standing for them.


Friends, at first read, the book of Isaiah can be scary, this series may sound 
ominous with lots of threats about judgement and consequences for all the mess 
we are living in. 

But there’s hope! 

There is lots of hope! Look with me at Isaiah 1:24;

Isaiah 1:24  
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Therefore the Lord, the LORD Almighty, the Mighty One of Israel, declares: 
“Ah! I will vent my wrath on my foes and avenge myself on my enemies. 25 I 
will turn my hand against you; I will thoroughly purge away your dross and 
remove all your impurities.

There is hope. In amongst all the warnings against rebellion and of punishment, 
there are glimpses of hope and our loving Father God. His frustration with his 
people is based upon His character which is holy and just. But He is also a loving 
God, and that come through too. 


Isaiah 1:18  

18 “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, 
they shall be like wool. 19 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good 
things of the land; 20 but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the 
sword.” For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

God has set decisions before us, and he calls us to settle the matter. God has 
given us freewill, and he calls us to come and reason with him, to work it out with 
him. There is this constant call and opportunity to come back to God. Yes they 
have blown it and messed up big time, but there is still a way back to God, there is 
still hope. There is a call to repentance from rebellion, and idolatry, and an 
opportunity for forgiveness. 


Friends, will you come before the Lord today, to settle where you stand with him. 
He calls you to; “Come. Sit down. Let’s argue this out.” This is God’s Message: 
“If your sins are blood-red, they’ll be snow-white. If they’re red like crimson, 
they’ll be like wool. If you’ll willingly obey, you’ll feast like kings.” (Is 1:18-20 
MSG)

Charles Spurgeon described repentance as “a discovery of the evil of sin, a 
mourning that we have committed it, and resolution to forsake it.”


Today we have communion, it is a fitting way to respond to the Lord after this 
message. And it is my prayer that you will come to the Lord, and settle anything 
you need to settle with him. If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good 
things of the land; but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured. For the mouth 
of the LORD has spoken.


Are you a resisting and rebelling against God? God is calling you to come and 
work it out with him. In the weeks to come, we will see the hope that we have for 
forgiveness and salvation, is through the Messiah, Jesus Christ, who is promised 
so many times in the book of Isaiah, and it is he who says;
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“I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and 
remembers your sins no more. (Isaiah 43:25)

As we journey through Isaiah, I hope that we will turn our eyes to our own hearts, 
and to ask God if we are living our faith in a way that honours him, and lets the 
world know that we belong to Him.


Lets pray;
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