
Isaiah 6 – Are you available for God? 

Introduction 

Hello. I hope you have all had a good week. 


We are in the book of Isaiah! Having just started a new series last week.


Who of you remembered to do your homework? … Good job. For those who 
missed that, we were all reading through the first five chapters of Isaiah. 


Last week we looked at ‘Are you rebelling against God?’ Todays message is called;


Are you available for God? 

So lets get right into it, Isaiah chapter 6, verse 1;


Isaiah 6.  1 In the year that King Uzziah died…


Now that might not mean much to you and I, but for the tribe of Judah, it was a big 
deal, it was a big year. Uzziah had become a very powerful King, yet sadly, his pride 
led to his downfall. In Chronicles we learn that he was unfaithful to the Lord, he 
became an angry, proud man, and God caused leprosy to break out on his face, 
and from then on, he lived isolated, with that horrible disease until he died. That 
year was a big year for Judah.


There have been big years for us as well. You just have to say a certain year or date 
and it conjures up all kinds of feelings.


What does the 20th July 1969 mean to some of you? … I was not born yet, but, it 
was the year of the first moon landing.


Or how about this one, the 9th November 1989? That was the bringing down of the 
Berlin Wall, that divided East and West Germany.


More locally – what does 1994 mean to you? … That was the year when South 
Africa got to have our first election where everyone was able to vote.


How about 9/11? That date does not even get a year attached to, but the whole 
world knows that on 11 September 2001, planes crashed into the World Trade 
Centre in the USA.


Finally, 2020 – I think 2020 will forever be in our minds, as the year when the world 
stopped. The year of COVID-19.


Now for Israel, there were also significant dates when big things happened. Our 
passage from Isaiah starts off with one of those big years – the year that King 
Uzziah died. 


Remember now, Israel had been divided into two Kingdoms – Israel in the North, 
and Judah in the South. The year that King Uzziah died, marked the downfall of 
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Israel. It was the year that Assyria took the Northern Kingdom captive and they kept 
coming, capturing more and more land, killing more and more people. 


Eventually they destroyed the Kingdom of Israel and Jerusalem was under siege. 


For the people of Judah, the year that King Uzziah died was the start of a terrible 
time for them. Life took a difficult turn that year, everything was a mess and the 
future looked bleak. 


It was in this year, it was in this context, that God revealed Himself to Isaiah and 
called him to be His prophet. So let’s read about the vision God gave Isaiah.


“In the year that King Uzziah died…” 

Isaiah 6:1  I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of 
his robe filled the temple.  
2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered 
their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  
3 And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts 
and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

Against the backdrop of all of the trouble and chaos of his world, Isaiah was given a 
vision of God – A vision of God established on His throne – His robe filling the 
temple and huge fiery angels worshipping Him.


It was is a powerful experience of the presence of God.


It was a vision of the awesomeness of God! I believe, we are in desperate need in 
our day, to reclaim a vision of the awesomeness of God.


And the overwhelming sense we get from this scripture, is that God is bigger than 
the Temple, he is bigger than the chaos, he is bigger than all the trouble. He was, 
and is, always in a place of authority and power.


So my friend, maybe today you need a reminder, like Isaiah, that;


While the world is in a mess, God is still on the throne! 

God is bigger than any problems, bigger than any fears, bigger than any 
governments, bigger than any global powers. God is bigger than anything. And this 
almighty God, he loves you. 


Here’s the next thing that I want you to see, as Isaiah comes into the awesome 
presence of the Lord, notice what is going on in heaven;


The angels cried out; “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is 
full of his glory!” The angels show us the appropriate response to being in the 
presence of almighty God.


Worship is the right response to Gods presence 
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So let me ask you this… How is it going with your personal worship?


How is it going with your corporate worship?


Because in the throne room of God, you’ve got these Angel-Seraphs, hovering 
around God, crying out in worship, “Holy! Holy! Holy!” And the bible tells us that the 
temple shook with the noise of their worship! It was so loud, that the temple was 
shaking from the noise of their worship, and it was filled with smoke! Incredible. 
What a vision of God’s glory, his power, and majesty, and the worship of heaven.


Now think about it… This must have been such a contrast to how Israel must have 
been feeling – on planet earth- in the middle east at that time. 


They would have been asking questions like;  “Isaiah, where is God in this mess? 
Has He forgotten us?” 


But God was still in power and in authority despite their circumstances.  


I think this is a problem we all suffer from – we think if our circumstances are not 
going well, if our life is a mess, we wonder where God is, instead of asking why it is 
happening? What does God want to say in all of this? 


We know that God was using the Assyrians to discipline Israel, but they were not 
really getting that message.


So, if you’re battling to worship, ask God to give you a new vision of his 
awesomeness.


But lets go deeper. Let’s look at what happens with Isaiah next.


How does he respond to all of this?


When faced with God, Isaiah felt the weight of his sin. 

In the presence of God, not only is worship the right response, so is self-awareness. 
Look at Isaiah’s response in verse 5;


Isaiah 6 5 “Woe to me!” I cried.  

That’s old English for “I am as good as dead!” This vision reached a point, where 
Isaiah, faced with the holiness of God, thought he was going to die.  

Faced with God’s power and perfection, Isaiah did not respond in worship along 
with the angels, but rather in terror!  Isaiah had a big reality check and when 
confronted with the holiness of God he realised the depths of his sin. The Message 
translation really brings out this terror;


Isaiah 6:5 I said, "Doom! It's Doomsday! I'm as good as dead! Every word I've 
ever spoken is tainted - blasphemous even! And the people I live with talk the 
same way, using words that corrupt and desecrate. And here I've looked God 
in the face! The King! God-of-the-Angel-Armies!" 

Barry Webb in his commentary says;
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Isaiah cannot praise and serve God as the seraphs do, because, in the depths of his 
being, he is unclean, just as his compatriots are. It is remarkable to see the prophet 
identify himself so completely with those whose sins he had been denouncing in the 
previous chapters. But in the presence of God, degrees of sin become irrelevant. It 
is the holiness of God which reveals to us our true condition, not comparison with 
others. 


So much truth in that. Isaiah says;


Isaiah 6:5 “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”  

Our righteousness is like filthy rags before God. 

Isaiah is about to be called to be a prophet, and probably one of the most important 
things he could do, was to realise that he was as bad as the people he was going to 
serve – Isaiah did nothing to minimise his sin. He confessed that he was living in sin, 
just as the nation was – he was no better than them.


Here is the next point today;


Repentance is the right response to Gods holiness. 

Repentance. Real repentance. I think there is still a lot of confusion around about 
what repentance is. So I wanted to take a few moments today to explain what it is, 
by showing you what it is not.


Real repentance is not religious. Religious repentance is this: “I see your sin, not 
my own. I confess your sin, not my own.” Religious people are notorious for 
overlooking their own sin. Not Isaiah. He owned it. Woe is me he said. I have 
messed up.


Real repentance is not manipulative. If I tell God I’m sorry, then he has to forgive 
me, or heal me. God is sovereign, and free, and good. God cannot be manipulated, 
and God is not obligated to anyone. Isaiah understood that, and he rightfully 
understood that he was ruined. It is only by Gods grace that he was forgiven.


Real repentance is not just feeling sorry. Paul tells this to the Corinthians. He 
says, “I perceive that you have worldly sorrow.” It seems like you get worldly 
sorrow. That is because even non-Christians can feel sorrowful or bad about things 
they do. But just feeling sorry for something does not mean that you have genuinely 
repented for it. Sometimes people feel bad because they are bad! God gave you a 
conscience. Real repentance is not just feeling sorry, it is making the changes you 
need to make.


Real repentance is not mere confession. Some people think saying some 
formula, like; “Father, forgive me, for I have sinned” simply fixes everything. No! 
That’s not repentance, if you just go and do it again. Mere confession is an 
acknowledgment of sin, without repentance of sin. 
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Real repentance is not blame-shifting. Blame-shirting is; “Yes, something bad 
happened, but it’s not my fault, its their fault.” This goes all the way back to the 
garden, doesn’t it. Adam sins, blames it on Eve. “The woman made me do it!” Eve 
says, “Don’t look at me, the devil made me do it!” Real repentance does not blame 
someone else. Real repentance owns it. Like Isaiah.


Real repentance is also not minimising. Minimising is when you get confronted 
with your sin, and the first thing you do is find someone who’s done something 
worse to make you feel better. That’s minimising sin. Isaiah never minimised his sin, 
neither should we. Finally;


Real repentance is not excuse making. “Yeah, I did it, but you know what, I had a 
rough upbringing. You know, I didn't get a good education! My dad didn't hug me 
enough. We can come up with all the excuses under the sun, but when we get 
confronted with our sin, we have to man up, and take ownership of our stuff. That’s 
what Isaiah did. 


And when we do that, here is the good news in all of this;


God is able to purify us from sin 

Look at verse 6-7;


Isaiah 6:6-7; Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth 
and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin 
atoned for.”  

And in a sense we see the prophetic future, of Christ’s fiery touch upon our lives, his 
shed blood, taking away our guilt, and atoning sacrifice for our sin.


But here, it is a Seraph who comes to Isaiah, probably at God’s command to help 
him. 


The Seraphim’s name derives from the word fire – they are fiery angels – not the 
cute little cherubs you may have in mind!


You see, as with us through Christ, Isaiah is not cleansed by his own efforts, but 
purely by the grace of God. In response to Isaiah’s confession of sin one of these 
magnificent, and probably quite terrifying creatures, flew over to him, with a hot coal 
and touched his lips saying: 


See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned 
for. 

God takes away his sin, and his Guilt is taken away. His Sin is atoned for. Total 
forgiveness.  

Instead of the death that Isaiah was thinking he would receive, for being so sinful in 
the presence of the Holy God, He received forgiveness and cleansing. That is the 
grace of God.
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And he was to be called to be a prophet – His words were important and needed to 
be purified. 


How about you? How do you feel in the presence of God’s holiness? Are you aware 
of your sin? Do you feel the terror and dread that Isaiah did? He expected death, 
but instead, received forgiveness and cleansing – you can receive that too. 


What Isaiah thought was the end of his life, was the start of a new life as God’s 
servant and missionary to Israel. 


Now, I wonder how many of you noticed, that up until this point in the story, God 
has not yet said a word! God has not yet spoken. All that is about to change!


Take a look at verse 8;


Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?”  

King of Kings Church. This is the big question flowing from the throne room of God. 


“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” …


If worship is the right response to Gods presence…


If repentance is the right response to Gods holiness…


Service is the right response to Gods call. 

And Isaiah said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

What about you?


If the question flowing from the throne room of God is; “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” Have you answered that question?


Here is something that we can learn from this;


God is looking for availability. 

Availability is what God looks for in a man or woman He chooses to use. This is 
because God ranks availability over ability. What God wants to know, is are you 
available! Not whether or not you are able! This does not imply that God considers 
our natural abilities as worthless, if we place them in their proper secondary 
position.


For instance, Moses, David and Paul, were all gifted with exceptional natural 
abilities. However, God did not choose them because of those abilities, if anything, 
kept trying to make sure that they never trusted in their abilities!


Has God been calling you to do something for him? 


How have you responded – are you on the excuse train? Or, like Isaiah, have you 
realised the depth of God’s majesty and grace for you and for others, and are you 
ready to serve him?
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The final part to this message, is about what God told him to do, look at verse 9;


Isaiah 6:9 [God] said, “Go and tell this people: “ ‘Be ever hearing, but never 
understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ 10 Make the heart of this 
people calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they 
might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, 
and turn and be healed.”  
11 Then I said, “For how long, Lord?” And he answered: “Until the cities lie 
ruined and without inhabitant, until the houses are left deserted and the fields 
ruined and ravaged, 12 until the LORD has sent everyone far away and the land 
is utterly forsaken.  
13 And though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste. But as the 
terebinth and oak leave stumps when they are cut down, so the holy seed will 
be the stump in the land.” 

God gave Isaiah a difficult message to share… But here is what I take from this; 

God does not always give easy missions. 

Unlike Isaiah, Judah was in denial at their sin and how bad things had gotten. They 
were blaming God on their troubles; they thought they were innocent victims! 


The people thought they were blessed by God, but in fact, he was going to punish 
them! God was going to make things worse – Israel was going to hit rock bottom 
and become like a stump of a tree – when all you have left of a tree is the stump - 
you don’t have much of a tree left.


What a difficult message to share. I wonder if Isaiah wanted to take back his offer of 
‘Send me!’ 


Friends, when we truly know God, and we are willing to serve Him, the details of the 
mission don’t matter. In fact, many times, I’m sure the prophets of the Old 
Testament, and the early apostles and disciples of the church would rather not have 
known ahead of time what they would have to endure, or the scary messages they 
would deliver. 


But some did know, and still they responded with “Here I am!” Isaiah’s response 
displays true faith in God.


Would you sign up for that? 

Can you say today; “Here I am, send me”? 

Isaiah said yes, send me, and he remained committed to that, because he had seen 
the glory and holiness of the Lord. Isaiah had also been confronted by the reality of 
his sin, but received the forgiveness and purification that can only come from God. 
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He knew that God was in control and had a plan for Israel, that despite the 
circumstances they were in, God has not forgotten them, and God loved them. 


Have you experienced God’s glory, his awesome presence, His holiness? Have you 
faced the reality of your sin and received God’s forgiveness and cleansing? 


Is he calling you to share a difficult but beautiful message with others – difficult in 
that we don’t like to face the reality of our sin, but beautiful because just as God is 
holy, He is also loving and forgiving.


A thousand years before you were born, God knew you’d be where you are right 
now. He knew you’d be listening to this message. I believe it’s because God has 
something special, something unique in store for you.


Most people get to watch history; very few get to make it. You’re not sitting where 
you’re sitting by accident. You haven’t had the experiences in your life by chance. 
God designed your life to make a difference in the world.


No matter where you’ve been, what you’re afraid of, or what sin is in your rearview 
mirror, God can still use you to make a difference in this world. What he needs from 
you, is your availability and commitment to him.


This isn’t about your ability; it’s about your availability.


And it all starts with saying, “Here I am Lord, Send me.”


You can start today. You can let God know that you’re committed to doing whatever 
he wants with your life. Tell God you want him to use you, and then watch how he 
answers your prayer.


Worship team please come forward. 


Response Time - “Send Me” 

Standing - to represent your “Here am I, send me” 

Kneeling - to represent your “continued commitment to serve.” 

Possible Small Group Questions 

Why is availability so important to God when he looks for people he can use?


What do you think holds people back from telling God they are all in?


What’s the hardest thing for you to give up when considering whether to give God 
everything?
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