
 Irresistible Praise 

Introduction 

Good morning everyone. I hope you have all had a good weekend… 

Irresistible. That is the name of our current series. Last week we looked at Irresistible 
Grace. Today, I am going to speak about Irresistible Praise. 

Irresistible Praise 

I don’t want to mess about today. I want to dive right in with the words of Luke 
Chapter 19, describing the moment when Jesus rode into Jerusalem; 

“The whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for 
all the miracles they had seen: 38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name 
of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Luke 19:37b-38) 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry 
out.” (Luke 19:39-40) 

Jesus teaches us, that it is right to praise the Lord! 

Jesus also emphasises, that ALL creation, even the rocks, point to his power and 
authority, and so if people won’t worship him, creation itself will do the job of 
declaring his praise! 

It’s a great reminder to all of us, that we are created to praise the Lord, and we have 
so much to praise him for. So let’s grow in our praise of Him church! 

Praise him in the morning, praise him in the afternoon, praise him in the evening, let 
everything that has breath praise the Lord!  

Praise him joyfully like they did of old, praise God in loud voices for all the wonders 
he has done!  
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Let your voice right out the praises of our mighty God - the blessed King of Kings! 
And Lord of Lords!  

This is a great passage that encourages us to praise him!  

But church, there are also some truths here we need to take to heart. 

It would seem, as this story reveals, that when some people joyfully praise God - it 
might not always be quiet enough to please everyone!  

Whenever you’ve got a large group of people singing somewhere, you always know 
that it is going to be messy. You just know. And you also know, that some of them will 
not be in tune, right? 

You know that some of them will be characters. None like folk, right?  

So this moment must have been loud, out of tune, and messy. But regardless of all 
that, here is the important thing about it - it was real, and they were authentic in their 
praises to God! 

Authentic Praise 

Sometimes authentic, genuine worship is like this - it is far from perfect - but it is the 
real thing.  

It may be fickle at times - as some of this same crowd, seemed to change their tune 
in the days that followed.  

It may be raw at times - because whenever you have a crowd, you know everyone 
that is in a different place spiritually in their walk with God - but despite all that, this 
‘joyful’ and ‘noisy’ praise, is received by Jesus as authentic. 

I have learnt, that praise and worship, is ultimately not meant to please me. The 
person next to me, may have a really poor voice, but praise is not about me, it’s 
meant to be for the Lord, to please him. It may not always come in the style I like it to 
come, it may not always sound the way I like it to sound, but genuine worship, 
authentic praise, is a beautiful thing to the Lord. 

He loves it. He welcomes it. He encourages it. 

So let’s make sure we are giving him the praise he deserves King of Kings, both in 
our personal everyday lives of praise, and in our corporate times of praise. 

But there is also a dire warning here, for some who were there that day. The 
Pharisees in this story, seemed to consider themselves more cultured, sophisticated, 
respectable, poised, and quiet than this crowd of raucous noisy worshippers, and 
they tried to get Jesus to rebuke them.  

They were offended by the praise from the crowd. They seemed to have all kinds of 
issues with it, they never liked what they were saying about Jesus, they wanted 
Jesus to rebuke the crowd, that’s a word that basically means reprimand them! Tune 
them! Give them what for! 
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AW Tozer, in his writings on worship, suggests that these spiritual leaders are like 
many people we have in churches around the world today, who get rather annoyed 
by those shouting their praises of “Amen!” or “Hallelujah!” to the Lord. They have a 
rebuke in their hearts to the way other people worship, yet, it is often they 
themselves who are in greatest need of spiritual enlightenment… 

We will do well to remember, that throughout ancient scripture, throughout history in 
fact, God’s people have often been a little bit noisy in their worship :) 

And the affirmation of Jesus to these worshippers here is important - basically, Jesus 
says they were doing the right thing! God the Father, Christ the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit are to be worshipped - and if people do not praise and worship -  Jesus says 
the rocks will cry out in praise! 

Jesus says that the praises from the crowds should be encouraged, not suppressed. 
The people of Jerusalem were expressing great joy, and that joy was appropriate, so 
necessary, that if they did not express it, other inanimate things might begin to fill the 
void! However, we are the ones created in God’s image, so we are the ones who 
should be praising God. 

Today, I believe that the Lord wants me to tell you that he desires a church that has a 
heart of united praise! 

United praise 

I know we are a church filled with many different people. Young, old, different 
backgrounds, different cultures, different preferences, but what we all have in 
common, is that we love Jesus, and have been brought to faith and salvation though 
him - that we might praise and worship him! 

Jesus prayed that we, his church, would; “be brought to complete unity.” (John 
17:23) 

It is not Gods heart that all the young people, only worship alone on Friday nights. It 
is not God’s heart, that all the old people, only worship alone in beautiful old 
sanctuaries around the world. It is not God’s heart, that different cultures and races 
worship apart. 

God has created us uniquely, thank God we are not all the same. No, we are unique, 
diverse, and different, yet we come together in Christ, desiring to praise and worship 
God, in the beauty of His holiness and splendour. 

This is one of the reasons that praise and worship in any church is so complex, 
because we do not all worship alike, and that’s okay. We are personal and unique 
and our worship will therefore be personal and unique. But the Holy Spirit desires to 
make the body of Christ one, to bring us together, and to make us a worshipping 
community, in our diversity, from every tongue, and tribe, and generation, to the glory 
of God. United… in… Praise. 

So King of Kings church, let’s talk now about; 

True and proper worship 
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Big, big question. Huge question. Important question. What is true and proper 
worship? 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome and said; 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God - this is your true 
and proper worship.” (Rom 12:1) 

In view of Gods mercy - offer your bodies - as a living sacrifice - holy and pleasing to 
God - this is true and proper worship. 

Depending on who you ask of course, you will get all kinds of answers to this 
question about true and proper worship. A lot of which is unbiblical, and sometimes 
plainly pagan. The usual ones that arise go along these lines; 

Misconceptions about worship 

Worship is music 

Friends, praise and worship, is not just about music. There are so many ways to 
praise and worship the Lord. 

Even people who have been Christians for years will say things like; “the worship 
was great today!” when they really mean the music was great.  

Music may be a part of it, but true and proper praise and worship is something far 
more wholistic in our lives. Here’s another misconception; 

Worship only happens at church 

We add to this confusion by calling our services ‘worship services.’ But if the worship 
is only happening in our services we are in big trouble. 

There may be a lot of good things that happen in our corporate worship services, but 
if people are trying to live off that Sunday experience, as the only praise and worship 
that is happening in their lives - then these times of corporate praise and worship will 
lack power and the fire of God - because the people in the congregation will be 
empty on the inside. 

I can tell when a group of people come together, and they are true worshippers, that 
have been worshipping all week. It doesn’t take much to ignite a group like that. 

Church, let me be blunt. We can’t stay close to the Lord worshipping once a week on 
a Sunday in a crowd, we need to do it all week as individuals. 

Worship is not something we just do on Sundays at church, true worship involves 
everything we do and think and are. It means loving God with every breath we take. 

In 1 Corinthians, Paul wrote - “Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it 
all for the glory of God.” (1 Cor 10:31) 

Here’s another idea about praise and worship out there that is a problem; 
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Worship is about a feeling 

Look, I get it, our emotions are important, however, I’m sure you have noticed that 
our emotions also have a mind of their own sometimes! Right?  

So can you still express worship to God even if you don’t feel it? Worship that is 
based on nothing more than feelings is shallow, and easily shaped by the eb and 
flow of your mood.  

Much of the Christian life is about making a choice to worship even when you don’t 
feel a thing. True and proper worship is therefore not just about feelings. On the 
other side of the coin, I’ve found there are many people who say; 

Worship is more about the intellectual  

Some people say that worship is purely an intellectual response to God, and that this 
is superior to an emotional response. I can appreciate that, truly, John Stott says that 
“worship is an intelligent and loving response to the revelation of God.”  

That’s powerful. We all need to engage our minds and our intellect to respond to 
God, and we need to be careful not to manipulate or pump people up to ‘feel’ certain 
things in our worship services, but likewise, we also need to be careful not to be 
afraid of emotions. Like they are this dangerous thing to be avoided. 

Emotions like joy and sorrow also have a place in true and proper worship. Worship 
is not just about the intellectual. 

According to the bible, the truth about true and proper worship, is that it is the 
response of all true believers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer our bodies - our 
whole lives, as a living sacrifice, a life-song to the glory of God! 

Over the years, I have grown in my understanding of this, but like you, I am still 
learning. In his letter to Timothy, Paul urges Timothy to make every effort to present 
himself before God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed 
and correctly handles the word of truth (2 Tim 2:15). We should all still be learning. 
Whatever your understanding of worship and praise may be, there will always be 
more biblical wisdom to discover as we seek to grow in our understanding of praise 
& worship. So let me speak for a moment about; 

The journey of praise & worship 

I believe that the journey of worship in the Old Testament, in the tabernacle, and later 
temple, is a great model to help us understand New Testament Christian worship. It 
is reflected in so many psalms. Psalm 100 says; 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to 
him and praise his name. 5 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
his faithfulness continues through all generations.” (Psalm 100:4-5) 

This is a great way to begin learning the way of worship. We enter his gates with 
thanksgiving and praise! And as we move through into the inner courts, and we 
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become aware of the presence of God - our loud praise turns into a more intimate 
form of worship and adoration. 

Praise and worship are actually two distinct words in scripture, even though we use 
them interchangeably today. The word ‘hallelujah’ is a word often translated as 
praise in the Old Testament, it means to be ‘boisterously’ exuberant in expressive 
worship, whereas the word ‘worship’ often means ‘kneeling’ or bowling down.  

The most common word used for worship is proskuneo in Greek, or Hishtahvah in 
Hebrew, these words do describe worship refer to kneeling or bowing down before 
God in reverence and worship. 

An interesting shift happens in the bible as we get into the letters in the New 
Testament though, where Paul and others, instead of using the word proskuneo for 
worship, use the word “latreia” is indirect worship in the form of service given God 
and others - It is a beautiful reminder that worship involves our whole life in offering 
to God, our acts of service, to God, and others, and everything we put our hands to 
should be done in worship to God. 

So what then should be the focus of our worship. 

The focus of praise & worship 

I like the way Louis Giglio defines worship:  

“Worship is setting your minds attention and your hearts affection on the 
Lord. Praising him for who he is and what he’s done.” (Louis Giglio) 

I like that. It’s helpful. But don’t just take it from Louis; take it from the bible; 

Psalm 98; 

“Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvellous things; his right 
hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 2 The LORD has made 
his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 3 He has 
remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth 
have seen the salvation of our God.” (Psalm 98:1-3) 

This passage reminds us that the focus of all praise and worship - is to the LORD. It 
is not -sing to the CHURCH a new song, or sing to the FANS a new song. 

While some songs may be more of a ‘ministry type’ of song, where a team or 
worship leaders may sing the Lords truth over us, the primary focus of all praise and 
worship is not ME, it’s not YOU, its not US. It is the LORD. 

We Sing to the LORD… a new song. 

I know that many of us have different styles and different preferences when it comes 
to praise and worship, and todays message is not about ‘worship wars' and our 
favourite styles of songs and hymns, but rather a message about how we praise and 
worship. 
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Whether it is musical praise, verbal praise, written praise, artistic praise, or any other 
creative way that you like to express praise to God - The common feature of praise –
is that THE FOCUS, of ALL PRAISE is the LORD! 

This focus bothers some people. Some have suggested, that for God to create us, to 
simply praise and worship him alone, seems like pure vanity. 

CS Lewis which helped me to understand this. He wrote; 

“The most obvious fact about praise strangely escaped me. I had never 
noticed that all enjoyment spontaneously overflows into praise. The world 
rings with praise. Walkers praising the countryside, players praising their 
favourite game – praise of weather, wines, dishes, actors, horses, colleges, 
countries, historical personages, children, flowers, mountains, rare stamps, 
rare books, even sometimes politicians and scholars.”  

“I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely 
expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed consummation. It’s 
not out of compliment that lovers keep on telling one another how beautiful 
they are; the delight is incomplete till it is expressed.” 

This is the obvious truth about praise and worship - we all praise that which we love. 
We praise our loved ones, we praise the sunsets, we delight and enjoy beating the 
Australians! And we praise the Springboks! We all praise the things we love. 

Jesus confirmed this priority and focus of praise and worship when he quoted 
Deuteronomy in the Gospels; 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.” (Mark 12:28-30) 

What’s your focus? What do you love most? Who do you love most? This will be who 
you will worship. This will be what you praise. 

You still with me church? 

We’ve looked at authentic praise, united praise, true and proper worship, the journey 
of praise and worship; the focus of praise and worship; as I move towards bringing 
this all together today, I want to take some time to talk about the seasons of praise 
and worship. 

The seasons of praise & worship 

Just like life has its seasons, I believe as we grow as believers in Jesus Christ, in 
maturity, and in our understanding of praise and worship.  

When all is well with the world - and you’re on top of the world - its easy to be a 
happy clappy praisy Christian! Nothing against those by the way. But when you’re 
facing cancer, or the loss of a loved one, your praise and worship goes through a 
different kind of season - it gets purified, refined. 

Your love for God, your praise and worship, become richer, deeper, stronger, purer. 
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I see throughout the bible, stories of people who still praise God even in the toughest 
of times. 

Once, Paul prayed for a girl who, who was then delivered from a demon that enabled 
her to fortune tell. Her owners became very angry, because they made a lot of 
money from her supernatural ‘talent,’ so Paul and Silas ended up being beaten up 
and thrown into prison. Look at Acts 16:23; 

Acts 16:23 

“After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the 
jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these 
orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.” 
(Acts 16:23-24) 

I don’t know about you - but if I was severely flogged, beaten and bloodied, thrown 
into a dark dungeon, with my feed fastened in stocks, I would not be a happy 
camper! And praise and worship - would be the furthest thing from my mind. 

But praise is like a muscle – the more we use it - the better we become at it. By 
developing a lifestyle or praise and worship - we can grow our praise muscle. If 
praise is something we often do, it will become our natural response to anything that 
happens in our lives. It will be familiar, comforting and encouraging for us. So look at 
what these guys do; 

25 “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 
and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a 
violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all 
the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose.” (Acts 16: 
25-26) 

We see here, the power of praise & worship. Rather than responding with a pity-
party, they respond with a praise-party! They must have felt terrible. But they made a 
choice to worship, and pure praise like that draws the Holy Spirit like a heat seeking 
missile! Chains will break, prisons shake at the sound of praise like that! 

There is a saying, that people are like tea bags – if you want to see how strong they 
are, throw them into hot water!  

Harry Ironside famously said: “We would worry less, if we praised more.” 

Thanksgiving is the enemy of discontent and dissatisfaction. 

It can go the other way of course. Some Christians are still stuck in a perpetual 
spiritual winter of the soul - a dark dungeon that they are still battling to break out of. 
In that space, many have grown cold to the true joy of worshipping the Lord. 
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If you’ve been a Christian for a while, as many of you have, you quickly get to know 
the drill when it comes to praise and worship - I’m referring to corporate worship 
here. 

I’ve been in church since I a kid, so I’ve got about 40 years of church services in my 
rearview mirror, I know some have way more. I remember the hymnal days, the 
songs-of-praise booklet days, and the overhead-projector days.  

As a part of Gen X, I realise that have been privileged to worship to the pipe organ 
and violin, as well as the electric guitar and the drums, and I can do both quite 
comfortably. I’ve leant that forms can differ, but the substance is what’s really 
important. 

I feel like the Pastor stuck in the middle of trying to help Boomers understand 
Millennials and Gen Z’s. It’s been enough to make me loose my hair!  

But I have learnt, that those who are older, must realise how important and powerful 
music is for the young, and that those who are younger, must remember that music 
is also about memories, and there is so much to be learnt from our elders. 

As a Pastor, for whom Sunday is a big day, I have probably been to more church 
services than most of you - although, having said that, I know some of you have 
been around for a while… say no more! 

But through it all, I have a perspective which may be helpful. My journey might also 
be similar to yours. After my initial first-love years of worship, and years of also 
serving as a worship leader, playing the guitar, I experienced different seasons.  

It is so easy to become callous to a life of praise and worship. 

When it comes to that space in church, there was a stage, when I found myself so 
easily distracted by things. The sound, the words not being on time, the worship 
leader’s new pair of shoes, or lack thereof.  

It was also so easy to focus on others around me during praise and worship - instead 
of focusing on God. 

I’ve found myself becoming judgmental at times, cynical at times. 

I have wondered how much of our worship today, has become a show. 
Entertainment. Karaoke, which runs a poor second to the big stage of the real world. 

I just want to be real about that. Because I know it’s not just me that thinks these 
things 

I often find myself asking the Lord - Father, are we being the true church you want us 
to be? Are we being the true worshippers you want us to be? 

As I look over our valley, our city, our nation, the world, I want to share what I see. I 
know there are exceptions, but I see a lot of great churches, beautiful buildings, that 
for the most past, are completely devoid of true worshippers. 

And isn’t that what Jesus is really seeking for - true worshippers? 
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You’ve got people that would never show up for a worship or prayer meeting even if 
you offered a three course meal.  

What about you? Are you a true worshipper?  

My invitation to you today, is to life of praise.  

Seasons will come and go, but the redeemed of the Lord praise him through it all. 
Don’t let the rocks cry out King of Kings. Don’t let your praise be silenced and 
suppressed.  

My prayer for you, is that your life bloom fully with wonder, love, and praise - that 
praising him - will be irresistible to you. 

I end with Hebrews 13; 

“Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise - 
the fruit of lips that openly profess his name." (Heb 13:15) 

Testimony - Belinda 

As we end our service, I have asked Belinda, one of our worship team members, to 
come and share her testimony. I have loved watching her praise the Lord, through 
different seasons, seasons of joy, and seasons of loss and grief - she just keeps on 
worshipping - thank you Belinda. 
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