
Irresistible Identity – Family Service and Baptism 

Song - I love you Lord 

Ministry Moment to Children - Neil 

Good morning church family. This is such a special time as a church family, to come 
together, and to praise the Lord with one another!   

We want to take a few moments today, to pray together, and very specially, to pray 
over our children. So I want to ask you to pull them close, take their little hands, if 
you’ve got a teen, you might need to play it a bit more casual :) But however you do 
it, let's pray for our children.  

I want give you as parents, grandparents and guardians some space to do that 
yourselves right now. So let’s fill this place with prayer over them! Go for it! 

Father, we bring our children before you today. 

We pray for their protection. We pray Psalm 91 over them, “You will protect those 
who acknowledge your name. They will call on you, and you will answer them. You 
will be with them in trouble, and you will deliver them. Protect them please Father. 

We pray for their hearts. Please guard our children’s hearts Lord. We know your 
word says in Proverbs, that above all else, we are to guard our hearts. Guard their 
hearts, their minds, their wills, and emotions. May everything that flows from their 
hearts be pleasing to you. Give them grace to forgive, and discernment to know what 
leads to danger. 

We pray for their salvation Lord. Your word says, that you so loved the world, that 
you gave your one and only son, that whoever believes in him, shall not perish, but 
have eternal life. In the right time, may they understand their need for a saviour, and 
may they understand the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for them, repent of their sin, and 
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choose to accept you as their Lord. Help them to honour you by walking in 
obedience to you all the days of their lives. 

We pray for their friendships and relationships Father. Please surround them with 
positive Godly friendships. The right friends. The right relationships. Please place the 
right educators in their lives, and teach them wisdom and discernment that they 
might make the right choices in their lives, with grace to see through all the 
nonsense and the lies out there. Help them to see the truth, and to believe your truth. 

We pray for their future spouses. If this is your path for them, we pray that in your 
perfect time, you will draw together the right husbands and wives, that they may 
seek to love, honour, and respect one another with grace and loyalty. 

We pray for their gifts. Fan these into flame. We pray for preachers, teachers, 
prophets, pastors. We pray for intercessors, evangelists! We pray though, that more 
than gifting, you will grant them character - to purity, integrity, love, honor & respect. 
Give them purpose Lord. Help them to know that they are wonderfully made. Help 
them to know that with you, all things are possible. I ask that you will allow them to 
walk in confidence each day, knowing that they are children of the Most High King. 
Please reveal to them what plans you have for them. 

And finally, we pray for their courage in this broken world. Thank you that there is no 
fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear. We pray against the devils schemes to 
bring anxiety and fear. We pray that you will raise up strong men and women who 
love you, and are loved by you, and know what it is to be held by you. Men and 
women who walk in love and in the power of your Spirit. 

In Jesus name we ask this, Amen! 

Short Message 

Today I have a very brief message to share with you, as we get ready to baptise two 
people shortly. 

Our teaching series at the moment is called Irresistible, and so for just a few 
minutes, I want to talk to you about Irresistible Identity. 

Irresistible Identity. 

I am sure you know, there are different ways we can identify ourselves and other 
people.  

For example, you know a policeman is a policeman by his uniform. For sportsmen 
and women, on a rugby or soccer pitch, you know who belongs to which side 
because of their uniform, right? We tell them apart by the jerseys they wear. For 
example, the true soccer fans always support Manchester United, because we are 
loyal to that jersey! Amen?! Oh dear. Some of you need to repent today :) 

But, there are also some other ways that you can tell someone’s identity. Often you 
can tell someone’s nationality by their accent and the way they speak. You hear 
someone talk, and you know, they are a Brit! Or a Aussie. Xhosa. Afrikaaner. You 
can tell a lot by how people speak. You can even tell a lot by the way people dress 
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and walk. Dancers and gymnasts can often be identified by their posture and 
gracefulness.   

There are always clues to someone’s identity and what is important to them, by 
taking note of the way they live their lives, they way they talk, what they talk about, 
and what they do.  

But at its core, identity, has a lot to do with what we believe about ourselves. If you 
think and believe you are worthless, and have no purpose, then your self-identity will 
form around those beliefs. 

In the bible, in the Old Testament, God took the nation of Israel, and he set them 
aside, to be his own people. It was his heart, that they would BE different from the 
other nations around them, that they would LOOK different, and ACT different. So 
God gave them a unique identity in order to show the world they belonged to him. 

This is why being a follower of Jesus is so incredible. In the New Testament, God 
reveals what it means to be a Christian - And for me, it is an irresistible identity! 

The Bible says quite a few things about those who follow Jesus and their identity. I 
would like to point out three.  

Here is the first - If you follow Jesus, you are; 

Loved by the Father  

Have a look with me at the words of Paul in Galatians chapter 4; 

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive 
adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his 
Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no 
longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you 
also an heir. (Galatians 4:4-7) 

The Smith family recently spent some time at the SPCA adoption centre, and are in 
the process of looking into adopting a little German Shepherd named Tyson. Here is 
a picture of the little monster. 

Picture of Tyson. 

As I’ve told my kids, don’t get too excited. There are still a few hoops. But our two 
other German Shepherds need another partner and we are in the process of working 
that out.  

But here’s the thing, my kids are already in love with Tyson, and if it works out that 
we adopt him, I know they will love him with all their hearts like they love Roxy and 
Sammy. 

Adopting a GSD is one thing. Adopting a human being is something all together on a 
next level, and this is something that many families in our church have done, and are 
doing. 
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That is amazing - but something even more amazing than that, is to be adopted into 
the family of God, and to be chosen by Him, and loved by Him. 

If you are a follower of Jesus, you are a loved child of God! You have been adopted 
into God’s family, and you have all the rights of an heir. That’s why adoption is such a 
wonderful picture of God’s love. It is not something you can earn or buy, but your 
adoption means you have full access to God. John the Evangelist wrote; 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! (1 John 3:1) 

I love this word lavish! God’s love for you is lavish. It is not stingy, it is not small. His 
love does not waver as you mess up. His love for you is based upon who He is, not 
on how good you are. Friends, whether you ‘feel’ like it or not, if you are a child of 
God, and you have accepted Jesus, you are loved by the Father. 

Here’s the second thing about the identity of a Christian… You are; 

Filled with the Spirit  

When you make Christ Lord of your life, and he redeems you, the bible says that part 
of the identity of a follower of Jesus, is that the Holy Spirit dwells in you, lives in you. 

Jesus taught us this in the book of John; 

“All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.” (John 14:25-26) 

This means, that you and I are not alone. It also means, that you have someone with 
you, who reminds you that you are God’s child and that you are loved.  

When Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy - he reminded us about the work of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives; 

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make 
us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. (2 Timothy 1:6-7) 

It does not matter if you are a kid or an adult, if you have accepted Jesus as your 
Saviour, the Holy Spirit is with you, to help you, he does not make you timid, but he 
gives us power, love, and self-discipline. He is part of who you are! And he helps 
shapes our identity as children of God. 

What a irresistible identity: Loved by the father, filled with the spirit, finally; 

Alive in Christ  

The last aspect of our identity in Christ that I want to touch on today, is that as a 
Jesus follower, we are made alive in him, and we live for Him. He gives us a new life, 
and with the help of the Holy Spirit, our lives become all about Jesus.  

Paul says in Galatians 2; 
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I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) 

So what is your identity today? Have you received Jesus as your saviour? If so, you 
are loved by the father, filled with the Spirit, and Alive in Christ.  

If you have not accepted Jesus before you can have all these things today if you 
want too. You just need to accept Jesus as your Lord.  

Today we are going to end our service by baptising two believers. 

Baptism is a powerful picture of our new identity as Christians.  

The water of the baptism pool does not magically change us into something else. 
There is nothing special about the water, rather, the act of baptism stands as a 
sacred sign to all of us, of what God has done through Jesus in our lives. 

He has radically redefined us, as His child. So much so, that we are now loved by 
the Father, filled with the Spirit, and made Alive in Christ.   

Baptism is a hugely important part of a Christian’s life; 

• It is a statement of our faith in Jesus Christ. In the book of Acts chapter 2, 
Peter said; “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38) 

• It is a picture of what Christ has done for us. In the book of Titus, Paul 
said;  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of 
his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by 
the Holy Spirit. (Titus 3:4-5). And finally; 

• It is a source of unity with fellow believers. 1 Corinthians reminds us; For 
we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether 
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to 
drink. (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

• It is a reminder that we are raised to life! That’s why I am wearing this shirt 
today. Because as Ephesians teaches us; once we dead in our transgressions 
and sins. This is how we used to live. 4 But because of his great love for 
us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus. (Eph 2:4-6) 

I am going to hand over to Pastor Ian now, to lead the baptism. Thank you Ian.
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