
Irresistible Grace – King David 

Introduction 

Good morning church! Today we are beginning a new series called Irresistible. And 
we are starting with the message ‘Irresistible Grace.’ 

This morning I want to share with you a story from the bible about someone who 
loved the Lord deeply, but messed up big time. I’ve often said that I love how the 
Bible shares the good, the bad, and the ugly of real people. Well today, that is going 
to be so evident. 

King David was known as ‘a man after God’s own heart’ yet he was far from 
perfect. His life was full of great success, but also some terrible failures. This 
morning I want to spend some time looking at the story of David and Bathsheba.  

So please turn with me in your bibles to the book of 2 Samuel, Chapter 11, verse 1; 

2 Samuel 11:1  

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with 
the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites 
and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 2 One evening David 
got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the 
roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful… 

The timing of this passage is mysteriously relevant to us today, the story begins; ‘in 
the Spring’ (vs1). Precisely where we find ourselves nearing the start of our Spring. 

In David’s day, Spring was ‘the time when King’s go off to war’ (vs1). And so 
David as King, should have been off to war with his men, but instead, he was 
hanging out at home in his palace, and here he spotted a ‘very beautiful’ (Vs2) 
neighbour when he could not sleep one night.  Verse 3; 
3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She is 
Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 Then 
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David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. 
(Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went 
back home. 5 The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am 
pregnant.” 

This story comes at the height of David’s success as a leader and King. When you 
think of the journey he had been on, his hidden years of faithful shepherding, his 
great moment defeating Goliath as a young man, the challenging times that followed 
that honed his character, his worshipful heart and relationship with God. His humility, 
his rise to Kingship, the victories, and the many moments of great inspirational faith, I 
don’t know about you, but for me, it is so hard for me to read this account. 

The fall of a great leader 

Make no mistake, this was a defining moment in David’s life, a man whom I respect 
so deeply, as a man of whom God said; ‘was a man after his own heart.’ 

But let us remember today, David was just a man. And men and women are all 
imperfect creatures. We may do great things, but we also do many terrible things. 
We are all prone to wander, prone to leave the God we love. 

Some of you have been hurt by a leader, who you placed great faith and trust in, and 
they let you down. I am so sorry. That was not right. But can I ask you please to find 
it in your heart to forgive, remember, even great spiritual leaders who God has 
called, who should know better, all make mistakes. 

Don’t let the fall of a significant leader in your life shake your faith. Put your trust in 
God, not men. For we are all fallible. May God give those who serve in positions of 
leadership, grace to lead well, and grace to resist the temptations that come with 
positions of authority, pressure, and success.   

For leadership is not an easy path to walk. In this story we see that. David, the great 
man of God. The King of God’s people at that time made a terrible mistake. 

Money, sex, and power. Often it’s one of these. In this case, it was sex. 

Over the years, I have heard some people make comments about story that I want to 
correct, and call it; 

Redeeming Bathsheba 

I believe beautiful ‘irresistible Bathsheba’ gets a really bad wrap – she was after all 
the one who was approached by the King, and she likely felt that refusing a King 
would not be an option, though the language in the passage does not imply that 
David used force, some commentators even go so far as to suggest that David may 
have raped her.  

Now I don’t want to slide into speculation - but I do want to redeem Bathsheba in this 
story. 

Firstly, there is this idea floating out there that somehow Bathsheba was bathing 
outside - on a roof - with the hope to be seen by the King, so that she could seduce 
him and have his baby! I’m sure you will agree - that’s a stretch.  

In seminary we are taught to stick to the text, and to stick to the context. So let’s look 
at what the text actually says in vs 2; 
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One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the 
palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. (Vs2) 

What does it say? Well, it says that David was the one ‘on the roof’ and ‘from the 
roof’ - his roof - he saw Bathsheba. The text does not say anything about where she 
was. The verses that follow give us further relevant information; 

David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. 
(Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went 
back home (vs4) 

So let’s say a few things here - and I hope this does not get too awkward for anyone, 
because I’m just teaching the bible here! 

Bathsheba’s bath wasn’t strictly just about having a wash-and-clean. It was a 
ceremonial washing ritual, still observed by orthodox Jews today. Bathsheba was 
living according to the law of Moses, which required her to wash herself, after her 
monthly period ended. The bible is so real, right! 

Now, it is incredibly unlikely that Bathsheba would have participated in this private 
ritual washing somewhere as public as on a rooftop! No, her washing was a faithful 
and personal act of devotion to God.  

She wasn’t trying to be a seductress and there is nothing said here to suggest that 
she strategically positioned herself - on a roof - to catch the Kings eye. Rather, David 
is the one on his roof, and David is the one who randomly got up in the middle of the 
night, and happened to see her.  

Now although that in and of itself was not sin, yet his actions that follow, show that 
the blame rests squarely on David’s shoulders. 

The second idea that I have heard suggested, is that Bathsheba slept with the King 
willingly. But did she consent? Could she even say no to David? According to the 
laws and culture of the time, I believe it is fair to say that Bathsheba could not have 
resisted had she wanted to. It’s hard for us to relate, but women in these ancient 
times were completely subject to a Kings will. If he desired her, he could have her, 
regardless of her will. 

So let’s redeem Bathsheba. As the story unravels, there is never a suggestion of 
guilt or blame on Bathsheba, rather, everything is focused on King David’s sin. 
Everything is focused on his degradation into poor choices and sinfulness. 

We need to redeem Bathsheba, and we need to redeem all women who have been a 
victim. This was not her fault, the King was the one who came looking for her! And 
after he had used her, he sent her home.  

Bathsheba appears to be disposable to David, until a surprise pregnancy threatens 
to expose all of his sinful actions, as it so often does in life. 

So what now? David has to choose a path. How does he fix this?  

Come clean or cover up? 

I think many of us have experienced this choice in different ways, but it’s essentially 
the same thing at the end of the day. When we have messed up, do we come clean, 
or do we try and cover it all up? 
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At this stage, coming clean was the furthest thing in David’s mind. Instead, he tries to 
come up with an elaborate cover-up plan. 

It’s complex, but stick with me here. His plan, plan A, involves getting Bathsheba’s 
husband Uriah, back from the war, to let him reunite with his wife, hoping that they 
will have sex together while he is back, and then Uriah will find out that his wife is 
pregnant, and naturally believe the baby is his – problem solved! Right?!  

Wrong. 

You can read the whole story for yourself in more detail in 2 Samuel chapters 11 & 
12, but I’m going to give you the summarised version. 

At David’s command, Uriah get’s called back from the war, but he refuses to go to 
his home to be with his wife while his men were still at war and in grave danger. So 
he honourably slept at the palace entrance until he could be sent back to the front 
lines! 

So David’s plan A does not work - so it’s on to plan B. David tries to get Uriah drunk, 
hoping that in his drunken state, he would then go home to be with his wife, but no. 
Uriah resisted and would only sleep at the palace gate. 

So, David comes up with an even more twisted plan. Plan C. Get Uriah killed! You 
can see now that this has gone on way way too far and its become very dark. This is 
what all sin does, it may begin with a little lie, or a little lust, but just give in to it, and 
you will see that when it is fully grown, it becomes a greater evil that will lead you to 
greater evil inclinations.  

For David, it started with giving into the temptation of lust, that then let to adultery, 
and now verse 14 reveals David’s plan to murder; 

2 Samuel 11:14  

In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15 In it he 
wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw 
from him so he will be struck down and die.”  

Pause there for a moment, and consider the brazenness of David, to send a letter in 
Uriah’s possession, detailing David’s plan for his murder. 

We sometimes marvel at the brazen evil of armed robberies and elaborate fraud 
scams. But when you’re stuck on the slippery slope of sin, brazen sin abounds. 
Verse 16; 
16 So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he 
knew the strongest defenders were. 17 When the men of the city came out and 
fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover, Uriah the 
Hittite died. 

David’s plan had worked. But was his problem solved? No, not at all. Jumping further 
down to verse 26; 
26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 27 

After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and 
she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done 
displeased the LORD. 
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This has to be one of the biggest understatements of the bible in vs 27; 

“The thing David had done displeased the Lord.” (Vs27) 

What David thought was a good plan, to cover this all up, was seen and known by 
God. And that’s the thing friends, God sees and knows everything. 

We can fool each other. We can hide our secret sin from each other, but nothing is 
secret from God, and by thinking we can fool him, we only make a fool out of 
ourselves.  

David’s secret sin, displeased the Lord. 

Displeasing the Lord 

Chilling words. God was not happy with David. 

We have all been there, haven’t we. That place where we know we have displeased 
the Lord. 

So in our story, God sends Nathan, a prophet, to come to David. Nathan must have 
been a brave man, to come before the King, and rebuke him, this took great 
courage.  

David had already arranged for the murder of Uriah - who had done nothing wrong to 
him, but who was a problem that needed to be eliminated. I would not want to be the 
prophet who confronted him about his sin! 

But Nathan is wise. He comes to David, and he tells him a story. It’s a story about a 
wealthy man, with many sheep and cattle, yet despite his great wealth, and having 
everything he wanted, he decided to steal a lamb from a very poor man, to feed his 
dinner guest, rather than to use one of the many sheep he owned. 

After hearing this story, and not understanding its relevance to him, David got really 
angry, and he said to Nathan that what the rich man had done was evil, and he 
deserved to die! 2 Samuel 12 says; 

David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the 
LORD lives, the man who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four 
times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”  
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! (2 Samuel 12:5) 

In our culture, the phrase “You are the man!” carries a sense of admiration. Men say 
it to each other when we are impressed with one of our friends actions as a man - 
“Dude! You are the man!” But the way it is used here, is one of the most haunting 
words in the whole bible.  

David had been found out. David had been tempted and had fallen into sin. He did it 
in secret, and thought he had got away with it. But God sees everything. In Nathan’s 
metaphorical story, Bathsheba is pictured as a young lamb that did not belong to 
David, but he stole her from another. David must have been shocked at Nathan’s 
words; “You are the man!” 

Nathan the prophet then shares God’s message to David in verse 7; 
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This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, 
and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master’s house to you, 
and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if 
all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 

You can hear God’s disappointment in David. I gave you everything David. Victory. 
Success. You had it all. Why did you go and do this David? Because of this, there 
will be consequences. And yes friends; 

There are consequences to sin 

There are always consequences of our actions. God spoke to David through Nathan 
in verse 9; 
9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? 
You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your 
own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the 
sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ 

Such heavy words - the sword will never depart from your house - because you 
despised me and took the wife of Uriah.  

Further on in verse 14 Nathan said; 

But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after 
his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not 
kept the LORD’s command.” (Vs14) 

Nathan told David a few scary consequences for his sin. 

For one, his secret sin would be made public. Let the weight of that sink in…  

Furthermore, the baby born from David’s sin would die, and his death would show 
the unbelieving nations around them that God did not approve of David’s sin. This is 
so hard. 

Although David fasted and prayed for a week for his baby to survive, God did not 
answer his request - and the baby died.  

All in all, such a horrible story. But where did it all go wrong? 

Going back to the very start, the point is often made that David’s first mistake was to 
remain in Jerusalem. If he had been out with his men, fighting in battle for his people, 
he would have been far less prone to temptation than sitting at home with too little to 
do. A few thoughts here. I want to encourage you to always; 

Stay busy for God 

King David was a great man of God, and a great warrior for much of his life, but 
there was one year when he got lazy. Isn’t that just such a lesson to all of us. You 
can have many great victories and successes, but life is a marathon, not a sprint. 

Instead of leading his army in battle, David delegated that to a general, and David 
stayed at home, no doubt he became lazy and bored around the palace. It was then 
that he got tempted and committed adultery with Bathsheba.  
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What can we learn from this? A committed lifestyle of serving God will keep you 
occupied, both in your time and your affections, with godly, exciting things.  

Righteousness will be more attractive to you than sin! Someone once said, “Some 
temptations attack the busy person, but all temptations attack the idle person”. 
John Wimber often used to say, “It’s hard to sit still and be good.” Rest and time out 
is valuable, but beware of getting lazy. Make sure you are staying busy for God. 

We are much less likely to fall into temptation when we are fully occupied and in the 
right place. But also, please remember this; 

None of us are immune to temptation 

While King David was a man after God’s heart, he was also just a man, imperfect 
just like you and I. His life and service to God had high points and also low points. 

David’s sin with Bathsheba & Uriah, and much later, taking a census against God’s 
instructions, were the dark spots in David’s life. 

So remember, none of us are immune to temptation – and if we think we are we are 
setting ourselves up for failure. The bible says in 1 Peter 5; 

“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8-9) 

We are instructed to; 

Be self-controlled 

Self-control is vital. David lacked control at this vital point in his life. You see, 
although Satan can tempt you to sin, for temptation to be converted to actual sin, it 
needs to borrow a part of your body. For example, when you are tempted to think 
jealous or proud or lustful or angry thoughts, sin can only actually happen if you 
surrender the instrument of your mind to sin to use. Also, don’t let sin borrow your 
eyes to look at things that you shouldn’t. Don’t do that! Be self-controlled! Look what 
Paul wrote to the church in Rome: 

“Do not offer the parts of your body to sin as instruments of wickedness ... but 
rather offer the parts of your body to God as instruments of righteousness” 
(Rom 6:13) 

We are also instructed to; 

Be alert 

I have heard that in some parts of Africa, people attach human-looking face masks to 
the backs of their heads as a deterrent to a lion-attack. Apparently, a lion prefers to 
attack an unsuspecting victim from behind, but with the mask on, the person looks 
alert from the front and the back!  

Let us be similarly vigilant, knowing that Satan is ready to pounce if we let our guard 
down. And he never plays fair. 
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In our story about David & Bathsheba today, did you notice how David was tempted 
during the night? Standard military tactics are to attack the enemy between 3am and 
5am. Why? Because this is when the human ‘body clock’ is in its slowest mode. 
Satan will almost always attack you with temptation when you are in a weak and 
vulnerable state. 

David should have been more alert. He should not have been at home alone at the 
time he saw Bathsheba. He was meant to be at war with his men.  

When he sent for information about Bathsheba, he was clearly told she was married. 
That was another red flag that should have stopped him in his tracks. But instead of 
seeing these as opportunities to break free from the temptation. He gave into it. 

So there are a lot of lessons for us there. But here is where I want us to land today. 
Once God called him out through Nathan, how did David respond? 

Well, although it was not his initial response, and it took him a bit of time to get there, 
and he had to feel the heavy weight of the consequences of his actions. David 
sought God in repentance. Friends, 

When you fail, run to God immediately 

Psalm 51 was written by David after Nathan confronted him, and it is such a 
insightful picture into the heart of David. It shows us how after all had transpired, he 
turned back to God in repentance. 

So as we come to the end of this message. I would like to invite you to respond 
today to God’s word. Please would you all stand. 

I want to read David’s prayer of repentance over us. And if you today know that you 
have sinned, and today is an opportunity to make right with God, please would you 
personalise this, and make it your prayer… 

Psalm 51 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 
great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and 
cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always 
before me.  
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so 
you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. 5 Surely I was sinful 
at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 6 Yet you desired 
faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place.  
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter 
than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed 
rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 10 Create in 
me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  
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11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 
me. 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn back 
to you.  
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you who are God my Savior, 
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 15 Open my lips, Lord, and my 
mouth will declare your praise. 16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would 
bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  
17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, 
will not despise. 

David knew that God was the only one who could restore and forgive him 

And amazingly, God was gracious and forgiving. While there will still consequences 
for David about his sin, there was also grace for him. God did not wipe him out, and 
replace him immediately as King, he restored him. 

It would appear also, that there was a healing and restoration of all that happened 
with Bathsheba. He and Bathsheba went on to get married, legitimately this time, 
and they had another child, Solomon, who would later grow up to take over from 
David. 

Conclusion & Ministry Time 

As I have reflected on this story of irresistible grace, amazing grace, here is what I 
felt led to say to you today; 

If God can forgive David, God can forgive you. 

Amazingly, God forgave David his enormous sin. The lesson for us, is that there is 
no sin or failing that is too great for God to forgive, and no situation into which God’s 
grace cannot reach. No matter what you have done, God can forgive you. 

The key to receiving that forgiveness is admitting our guilt and repenting of what we 
have done. This is the great difference between David, and so many other men and 
women, Kings and leaders who won’t ever admit a thing.  

David simply admitted everything. He said; “I have sinned against the Lord.” 

This story is a story of grace, but it is also a warning. It is a warning to take 
responsibility for our lives, to put in boundaries, to get help early, and to watch and 
pray that we do not fall into temptation.  

If you have fallen, like David, admit your sin, confess, repent, grieve if necessary, 
and then get on with your life looking forward to what God has in store for you. We 
all mess up from time to time. God forgives. He restores. He blesses us again. 

All we have to do is confess - own up - and repent - turn back to God! 
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