
Time to dream again 16 January 2022

Time to dream again! 
Hello everyone! It’s good to be back with you, at the start of a new year, which 
is always filled with the possibility of new things and a fresh start. Last week 
Tristan shared part one of our current mini-series called ‘Dream Again,” and 
I’m going to pick up where he left off, because I really do believe it’s time for 
us to dream again!


The corona coaster of the last two years has resulted in so much disruption in 
our lives. We each had to deal with our own fears, griefs and traumas. It has 
left many us feeling like its difficult to dream, and hard to hope. Just like 
Gideon from last week. So, how are you feeling about 2022?


A bit more optimistic? Or are you still in shock from last year! Let me 
encourage you. Don’t give in to despair. Regardless of where you find yourself 
today, and whatever you may be facing, 2022 can be a time for you to start 
afresh. It’s time to dream again, time to attempt great things with God and for 
God! The writer to the Hebrews said;
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“We do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to 
those who have faith and are saved.” (Hebrews 10:39, NIV) 

The story of Numbers chapters 13-14 has been on my mind a lot over the past 
few days. If you’re not familiar with the story, I want to take you through it, to 
learn what we can from the people of God, when they stood on the brink of a 
new season in their lives.


As the Israelites were standing on the edge of Canaan, God commanded 
Moses to send some men out ahead of them, to spy out the land. We pick up 
with the story in Numbers 13, verse 1;


The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Send some men to explore the land of 
Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe 
send one of its leaders.” 

It was a important time for Israel, to take stock of where they were at, and to 
size up the situation before them. Now think about it, it wasn’t like God didn’t 
already know what Canaan was like, and who inhabited the land, so why do 
that? Well, I think God told Moses to send spies, because He wanted to test 
the Israelites faith. He wanted to test the leaders faith, and he wanted to test 
the peoples faith. So here’s a thought; 

• If God were to test our faith for 2022 right now, how would we do? 

You see friends, God always loves it when his people trust Him, and respond 
to him in faith. God wanted the Israelites to explore the land, to know what 
they were up against, yet still choose to move forward in faith.  

So, Moses sends out twelve spies. Someone should make a movie about this 
one day! They are not secret spies though, no code names to hide their 
identity, their names are all plainly listed for us in verses 3-20 of Numbers 13. 
A reminder to us, that these men were all well known, important leaders from 
the twelve tribes of Israel, and their faith and actions are recorded for us and 
for all of history. Rather sobering. In verse 17 Moses instructs them; 


17 When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, “Go up through the 
Negev and on into the hill country. 18 See what the land is like and whether 
the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many. 19 What kind of 
land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns do they live in? 
Are they unwalled or fortified? 20 How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are 
there trees in it or not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the 
land.”  
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You see, Moses gave them a very specific list of things to investigate: What are 
the people like there? Can we defeat them? How well developed is the land? 
What is it like? Is it good for farming? Can we survive there? Some good 
leadership planning here, and they had 40 days, so that was a pretty good 
amount of time to really check it out.


So, when they got back, Moses called everyone together for the debriefing - 
Time to give us your report guys. Verse 26;


They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community 
at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the 
whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 They gave 
Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it 
does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. (Numbers 13:26-27) 

So at first, the initial report was brilliant! This land is so good, it is beautiful, 
and full of fruit and potential. Everything God said about it was true. They even 
showed the proof, by the fruit they had brought with them. But then came the 
bad news. Verse 28; Here comes the but…


28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified 
and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites 
live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill 
country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.”  

Basically, the report from ten of the spies was filled with fear. They said that it 
would be crazy to try and go up against the strong armies that inhabited the 
land. It would be a suicide mission. 


I find this odd, because these were the same people who had experienced 
God performing mighty miracles on their behalf. They were not unfamiliar with 
the power of their God. They had experienced the incredible high of being 
delivered from slavery in Egypt, they had experienced the protection though 
the plagues, and then the dramatic Red Sea exit, but now as they faced the 
promised land. They started to doubt. It is a sad trait of humanity that we are 
so quick for forget what God has done for us. So many of them began to 
grumble, wondering if what lay ahead, was truly better than what they had 
been delivered from.


Perhaps we’re in a similar place. Its decision time -


• Do we advance or retreat? Do we trust God or rather play it safe? Do we 
dream big with God, or do we settle for what we know?  

Sadly, nearly of these amazing leaders, champions representing their tribes 
and families; Shammua, Shaphat; Igal; Palti; Gaddiel; Gaddi; Ammiel; Sethur; 
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Nahbi and Geuel, each make a conservative, risk averse, fear based decision 
to back off. Their report? It’s not worth it! It’s a crazy mission. We should turn 
back.


Only two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, in faith, object, and say that they 
would be crazy not to go up and take what God had promised them. 2 out of 
12.


Now we won’t read it all today, but as a result of this decision, this generation 
of Israelites, did not inherit what God had promised them. And that’s so sad.


• Their lack of faith completely shaped the history of Israel.  

They spent the next forty years wandering in the desert, instead of 
experiencing the power and faithfulness of God in the Promised Land. Now I 
don’t know about you, but I don’t want to be like those ten spies. 


I don’t want my lack of faith, to shape the history this church. I don’t want your 
lack of faith to shape the history of your families. I don’t want us to spend the 
next 40 years of our lives aimlessly going in circles.


As I’ve reflected on this, I think there are a few ways we can be less like the 
ten spies, and more like Caleb and Joshua. To do this, we first have to adjust 
our perspective on the situation. 


1. Adjust your perspective 
Sino told me the other day, that he had a dream, where I was telling him to 
adjust. I have been thinking and praying about it, and I think one of the things 
the Lord was wanting to tell me, is that some adjustments are necessary in the 
way we are doing things, if we want to see Kingdom success.


I believe there are adjustments that need to be made with our services, 
adjustments with our programmes, with our evangelism strategy, with our 
vision. A change in perspective is needed. 


I’ve learnt this from Sino at the gym, if you want to really reap the benefits of 
physical training, you’ve got to make little adjustments to your form as you do 
the exercise, or it can all be a big waste of energy.


Sometimes the smallest adjustment in how you do something, or how you see 
something, makes all the difference. I was using a pair of binoculars the other 
day, and I love how adjusting the focus, brings everything far off into focus and 
clarity.
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As we stand on the brink of 2022. God may be telling you to adjust certain 
things in your life, or to adjust your perspective on things.


Ten of the spies had a terrible perspective. They were looking at the challenges 
and not at God. Joshua and Caleb however, adjusted their perspective to 
include God, and it changed how they viewed things. Here’s something I have 
really learned over the past two years;


• A perspective of fear does not advance the kingdom of God, but faith 
does. 

As the virus of fear started to spread through the tribes of Israel at this critical 
moment in their history, 1 of the 12 spies spoke above the negativity – Caleb. I 
just love this guy;


30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go 
up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”  

Now that’s the kind of perspective I like. Go Caleb. A man of few words. But 
straight to the point. Unfortunately, the others try to silence him;


31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those 
people; they are stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread among the 
Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The 
land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there 
are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak 
come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, 
and we looked the same to them.”


Okay, so this is clearly fear talking; “We seemed like grasshoppers compared 
to them!” Really? I think there is some serious exaggeration going on here! 
Sure they might have been smaller and shorter than these guys, but I can 
assure you they were not as small as grasshoppers compared to them. Fear 
does that though. It changes your perspective. You end up seeing things 
falsely.


I remember the first day I was dropped off at boarding school. I was 14 years 
old. My parents drove off. There I was in my uniform, basher, and my two 
bags. And I felt like I was in a scary new world. In some ways, I felt like a 
grasshopper compared to some of those big Matric guys. But you know what, 
sometimes you’ve got to just dive in - sink or swim. In high school everyone 
develops a little differently. I was just a late bloomer!


But that time in my life grew me and matured me so much. It’s interesting how 
God meets you, when you take a big leap of faith and have to trust him. 
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So much of fear, is an illusion. And the Israelites were falling for it. Lets rather 
play it safe. This is too big for us. These people are scary. The cost is too high. 
Numbers 14 verse 1;


That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept 
aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the 
whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this 
wilderness! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by 
the sword?  

Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for 
us to go back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to each other, “We should choose 
a leader and go back to Egypt.”


This is chicken talk - and this negative attitude spread like wildfire through the 
community of faith turning into a community of fear. 


Friends, there are many voices in our world and in our lives around us. So 
many opinions of what we should do, yet the loudest voices are not always the 
right ones. Caleb spoke up for God’s plan – He could see the dream; He could 
see the potential. I don’t think he was in denial about the giants, but he 
believed that if they went with God, that He would protect them and deliver 
them. Yet, Israel drowned out his voice with worries and fears. 


So, the people started to question Moses, and worried about what would 
become of them. Will they die in the wilderness!? They should have stayed in 
slavery! Panic and run!


5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite 
assembly gathered there. (Numbers 14:5) 

I can imagine how Moses and Aaron felt – but then another one of the spies 
spoke up together with Caleb - this time Joshua; 

6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those 
who had explored the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire 
Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is 
exceedingly good. 8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into 
that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us.  

9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people 
of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, but the 
LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them.”  
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I like Joshua! He said, it’s simple, if God wants us to have that land, then we 
will have the land. What are you worrying about? 

You see, for Joshua and Caleb, it was not about how big the enemy was, but 
about how big God is – they had adjusted their perspective. If God has spoken 
something, then it will happen. 


But Joshua and Caleb’s voices were lost in the crowd’s fear, and the whole 
assembly talked about stoning them. Things went south so fast! Next thing the 
people want to kill those with faith. That’s what fear can do, and if you want to 
know what happens next… we’ll, then you need to read the rest of the story 
for yourself! 


But I will say this, Joshua and Caleb end up leading Israel into the Promised 
Land, minus the terrible ten, and the whole generation who followed them. 
Here’s the lesson for us.


• Don’t let fear of the unknown paralyse you from moving forward 

I know there was no easy solution for Israel – their choices were not great – 
move back to slavery, stay in the wilderness, or face the giants! They briefly 
acknowledged how amazing the Promised Land looked, but fear stopped them 
from moving forward. What if they failed? What if they were too weak? 


Sadly, their fear paralysed them, and they ended up stuck in the wilderness for 
40 years, for what could have been an 11 day journey from Egypt to the 
Promised Land! 


That just blows my mind - 11 days, or 40 years? It makes me wonder how it 
applies to us. As individuals, families, and as a church, fear can paralyse us 
from moving forward. We can't let that happen. 


Over the past year one of the things we have dreamed about is a community 
hub.


(Picture of the Hub) 

We have a dream for the church to be this bustling community hub. A place of 
ministry and outreach, a place for children to feel safe. A place that houses a 
cafe area that will open for all and spill outside, letting people see in, lots of 
fresh air and light, all creating a safe space in the current world we live in. 

Our dream is for it to include various connection points for people to connect 
to our church, whether it be the need for counselling, attending an alpha 
course, meeting one of our pastors, attending some kind of a class, or signing 
up for a skills training program. 
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But do you know how many paralysing uncertainties there are with something 
like this? Where will we get the money? To fence the outside? Do do the 
renovations? What about the zoning? Won’t it just be a big difficult mission?


Sometimes, you’ve got to have eyes of faith - because nothing is impossible 
for God. Amen! We can certainly do it with his help! Here’s the next adjustment 
I think some of us need to make.


2. Adjust your attitude 
The attitude of the ten spies was not very positive. In short. Their attitude 
stunk. Their report was gloomy. They could only see the problems instead of 
the possibilities, they could only see the giants instead of God, they could only 
see defeat instead of victory. The inspired writer of our passage actually called 
it “an evil report” (13:32).


On the other hand, Caleb and Joshua, had a great attitude. They were very 
optimistic. Their report was one of hope. They saw the possibilities instead of 
the problems, they saw God instead of giants, and they saw victory instead of 
defeat. 


Today, in the world and in the church, we unfortunately still have these two 
kinds of attitudes in people. Some can see the good in others, opportunities to 
spread the gospel, and the attitude that says “with God - we can do this!” 
While there are others who can only see the bad in people, the flaw in any 
idea, and always say “we could never do this!”


When you look a little closer into this negative attitude of the ten spies you see 
the character issues that lurk below;


(1) Doubt. They said, “We are not able” (13:31). Doubt caused them to 
question everything, as well as their God who was leading them.


(2) Self-depreciation. “We feel like grasshoppers compared to them.” (13:33). 
They saw themselves as teeny, tiny, little grasshoppers about to be squashed 
by the big, bad giants.


(3) Fear. Joshua indicates in chapter 14:9 that they were afraid. Fear naturally 
follows doubt and self-depreciation. Fear then paralyses you and keeps you 
from acting.


(4) Critical spirit. When people become negative and inactive, they turn to 
criticising others who want to move forward. The whole congregation was 
influenced by these terrible ten, to moan and complain against God’s leaders, 
Moses and Aaron (14:1-2).
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(5) Rebellion. All these preceding attitudes contributed to a spirit of rebellion 
against God. They said, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” 
(14:4). Can you imagine being on the brink of the promised land, and then 
wanting to return to the land of slavery?


(6) Ingratitude. Implied is also a spirit that was not thankful to God for their 
blessings. They failed to appreciate all that God had done for them in the two 
years after leaving Egypt.


(7) Unbelief. All of these negative traits can be summed up in one word – 
unbelief. The writer of Hebrews 3:18-19 says that unbelief kept them from 
entering Canaan.


Church, doesn’t it concern you, when you look at this list, and realise that so 
many of these negative attitudes surround us as well today. Attitudes that hold 
us back, that divide our ranks, that cause us to wander in the wilderness of sin 
and keep us from entering the land of promise. 


There is no place in a Christian’s life for a bad attitude. If you are struggling 
with that. Sort yourself out. Adjust your attitude. A bad attitude will always talk 
down the great works of God. It will be a cancer of the mind.


But in stark contrast - we’ve also got Caleb and Joshua.


These two men were “different.” They had a different spirit, a different focus in 
life, and a different attitude toward God and his work. This is what I see in 
them;


(1) Faith. They said, “we can certainly do it!” (13:30). They believed in 
themselves, in their fellow Israelites, and most importantly, in their God.


(2) Confidence. Concerning the Canaanites Joshua said, “do not be afraid of 
the people of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, 
but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them” (14:9). They had confidence 
in the outcome, because they knew they were doing the will of God.


(3) Courage. Joshua said, “fear them not” (14:9). He was not afraid of the 
giants, or the walled cities or the strength of the people.


(4) Action. Caleb said, “Let us go up at once, and possess it” (13:30). Positive 
people say, “Let’s go and do it now!”


(5) Thankfulness. They understood the land was a gift from God, a blessing. 
True appreciation for one’s blessings will lead to action and obedience.
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Today, as we face giant problems of sin, suffering or sickness, or the apathy, 
that surrounds us, we need to have positive attitudes of faith, confidence, 
courage, and the desire to act.


The people of Israel had a decision to make. And sadly, they chose to go 
backwards. Church, I want to say this for us;


• Going backwards is not an option 

Moses and Aaron must have been so frustrated – imagine the people of God 
wanting to go back to slavery in Egypt? This can be a temptation for us too, 
when moving forward is not comfortable, and hitting reverse can feel like a 
good option. What’s the point in going forwards? Let’s go back to what is 
familiar, even if we know it is wrong and bad for us? But going backwards is 
not an option. 


Joshua and Caleb did end up moving forward with God into the Promised 
Land. But sadly, they had to leave many people behind in order to be able to 
do it. That can be a tough thing about dreams – not everyone can see or 
understand them. 


Over my break, I decided to read the biography of Siya Kolisi our Springbok 
rugby captain. 


(Rise - Siya Kolisi) 

It’s called “Rise,” and it is the story of his life, it is a powerful reminder that it is 
possible to defy the odds, no matter how heavily they are stacked against you. 


I was so moved by his story of his upbringing in the impoverished Zwide 
township of the Eastern Cape, surrounded by violence, and struggling with 
genuine hunger as a child, and yet despite the challenges he faced - God had 
a plan for his life! And he kept moving forward.


I feel that God is calling us to push forward as well. There’s that traditional 
song that is special to us South African’s, called; Shosholoza! Do you know 
what it means? The title means to “Go forward!” Not backwards! Some of us 
need bit more Shosholoza in us!


Joshua was given these instructions as he was about to lead the Israel into the 
Promised Land:


“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may 
be successful wherever you go. (Joshua 1:7) 

Basically - Go forward Joshua! Shosholoza! 
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What about you today? Has God given you a dream? What giants are you 
fearful of, what voices are speaking loudest to you? And will you go forward 
with God?


Recap;


Point 1: Adjust your perspective.


Point 2: Adjust your attitude.


Thirdly and lastly today;


3. Adjust your priorities 
If you want to go after God’s dream and purpose for your life, you’ve got to 
adjust your priorities to focus on what’s truly important. For some of you, that 
might mean focussing more on your marriage, spending time with your kids, 
breaking out of bad debt, but if you don’t have a plan and a strategy, that 
won’t just happen by itself. 


Whatever your list of priorities may be, may I suggest you make sure to include 
these:


• Seek the Lord with all your heart 

Joshua and Caleb knew how to seek the Lord. In Exodus 33 we are told that 
the Lord used to speak to Moses in the tent face to face, and then Moses 
would return to the camp.


“but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.” (Exodus 
33:11) 

Joshua didn’t care how long he had to wait or what he had to sacrifice. He was 
serious about seeking the Lord.


My sister shared this verse with me over the break and it’s been on my heart to 
share;


The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack 
no good thing. (Ps 34:10, NIV) 

With all my heart - I want to seek the Lord. I want you to seek the Lord. I want 
us to be walking with him. Praying, worshipping, listening. I want to lack no 
good thing. I want you to lack no good thing.but also;


• Set some faith filled goals! 
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So many people are stepping into 2022 hoping it will be better than 2021. But 
hoping that alone won’t make it so. You’ve got to have goals. I know many of 
you have identified specific changes you want to make in your lives. You want 
to get healthier, work on your marriage, or get serious about your spiritual 
growth, get better at managing your money, but despite your best intentions, 
many of those changes will fizzle out.


This is where goals come in. It’s critical that you have a vision for what God 
wants to do in your life. The best part of goal-setting isn’t what you 
accomplish. It’s what God accomplishes in you when you pursue faith-filled 
goals. 


Both Joshua and Caleb had priorities and goals. How about you? Have you 
given up on tackling great things for God? Are you still in the game, putting out 
your best effort, or have you retired to the couch to watch others attempt great 
things for God? Are you still setting big goals?


I want to end on a bit of heavy note, but I’m praying it will challenge you.


Numbers 3:32 tells us that Israel had 603,550 men of war. Of that number, only 
two, Caleb and Joshua, entered into Canaan. That means 603,548 fell in the 
wilderness. 


Jesus said only a “few” will enter and walk the strait and narrow way leading to 
life, while many will walk the broad way leading to destruction (Matt. 7:13-14). 
Will you and I, decide to walk in faith like God’s two heroes of old? Or will we 
be like those fearful spies and the faithless crowds that followed them with the 
negative attitude?
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