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Series: Come and See 

Come and Worship 
Well, there are only six sleeps left until Christmas! I know that my children are 

excited! How about you - Are you excited? 

And what are you most excited about? When I was little, most of the 

excitement was about the presents under the tree, the large family gatherings, 

maybe a fire in the fireplace if it was a cooler day, the special sacredness of 

the day, but as you get older, I know that not everyone get’s quite as excited 

about Christmas anymore. 

As you age, you tend to get a bit more cynical, and your experience of 

Christmas changes, doesn’t it? Suddenly you’re the one organising those 

gatherings, paying for things, chopping the wood, feeling the pressure to keep 

your family up with the Jones’s. 

 

 
More often than not, there’s this big sigh of relief when we get through to the 

other side, and we can start packing things away, and start the new year. So I 

know that Christmas can be a stressful time for a lot of people. 

Added to this, we’re in a pandemic, and I know that many people are facing a 

lonely Christmas this year. Some can’t be with family. Some are worrying about 

money. Some are facing illness. So there are all kinds of pressures. 

However, stress is not what the original Christmas story sparked in the people 

who encountered Jesus! 

Their first response was not even about themselves, rather, it was about 

worshipping God because of His revelation and the realisation that salvation 

had come. 

They were in awe and wonder at what God had done! So today I want us to 

look at a few of the familiar Christmas characters, and see their response to 

Christmas - which was simply to worship! 

This Christmas - I want us to do the same - Let’s not come and stress. Let’s 

Come and worship. Come and worship. 

Let’s look first at the Angels. 
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The Angels 

The Angels, these supernatural powerful beings that serve God, love to 

worship God - and this they do so well - they simply declare the worth and 

greatness of God! And how do they do that? Well, one of the ways Angels 

worship - is by singing! The angels worship by singing. 

Worship by singing 

Perhaps you have wondered why we as a Church we have a worship team, 

that uses music and singing to worship the Lord. Why don’t we just gather, 

have a talk, grab a coffee, and leave it at that! 

It’s a good question. The reason we take so much time during our services to 

worship with singing, is because the bible teaches us that this is one of the 

ways we worship God - and express our love to Him, declare our praise 

toward Him, and encounter His presence. Look with me at Luke chapter 2; 

 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 

cause great joy for all the people. 
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11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 

angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 

I love that the birth announcement of Jesus, the Saviour of the World, came 

with a whole flash mob of angels singing praises in the night! 

We will get to the shepherds in a bit, but look at the angels’ response to the 

announcement that the Saviour had been born – they burst into song! This 

great group of heavenly beings appeared, and they could not contain 

themselves. They worshipped God singing; “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 

It was not a show, or a display for the Shepherds, they already had received 

their message and instructions. For the Angels, it was just pure and simple 

worship – a response to the goodness and glory of God expressed in song. 

Worship should be like that - a genuine and heartfelt response to the goodness 

and glory of God. So don’t be afraid to worship God like that, wherever you 

are. In the car, on the beach, just keep it real. Oh yes… be careful you don’t 

get shampoo in your mouth in the shower - otherwise it’s not worship - it 

becomes a soap opera! :) 
 

I want to encourage you to worship like the Angels. 
 

And remember, exuberant worship is not only a contemporary phenomenon! 

Sometimes people look at the contemporary church, and think all this praise 

and worship music has become a little too excitable and noisy for them. They 

assume praise music is a new thing. Truth is, singing, dancing, expressing 

praise to God, is old, ancient and traditional. It is a part of our spiritual 

heritage. The Church has always been a God worshipping praising community! 
 

In Acts 2 it says that the first church “worshipped together at the temple each 

day.” Some translations say ‘regularly.’ Well, whether it’s each day, or regularly, 

it is clear that the church is meant to gather together to worship the Lord. We 

must never stop doing that. 

 

The Angels did that at Christmas - singing “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

This Christmas, I want to encourage you to worship like the Angels. 



Come and worship 19 December 2021 

4 

 

 

But we know that worship is not just about music - it is much more than just 

that. Let’s look next at the Shepherds. 

 

The Shepherds 

If the Angels worshipped by singing, how did the Shepherds worship? Take a 

look with me at Luke 2; 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 

It is so amazing that the birth announcement of the Saviour of the world, was 

first given to men, busy working their night shift. You ever thought about that? 

Just ordinary guys. Maybe a modern day equivalent would be a ADT security 

guy on night shift in our area. 

Back then, Shepherds did not live glamorous lives – they were not the fancy 

sort of people who would have been invited to a royal birth. Yet God sent the 

angel to them with the Good News. It is a great reminder to us that God’s 

salvation was for all people – people like you and I. 
 

And how did the shepherds respond? With immediate obedience, they hurried 

off, they did not question, they did not say; ‘This is a bit of an inconvenient 

time.’ They were at work, not seeking God. Yet they immediately went to find 

Jesus. There’s a big truth about worship here. 

Worship by obeying 

One of the ways we worship, in spirit and truth, is by obedience to God. 

Pouring out the offering of love and obedience. The truth is, God does not 

want you to sing him 10,000 songs if your heart is not in it. It’s your heart that 

he is after. 

You’ve probably heard it said before, worship is a lifestyle. And it is true. 

Worship is your life, your actions, your behaviours, your decisions. Are these 

revealing your obedience to God like the Christmas Shepherds? 

What has your response to the salvation message been? Have you been 

putting off what you know God wants of you, or have you obeyed 

immediately? 
 

Here’s another way that I notice that the Shepherds worship the Lord; 
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When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 

told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds said to them. (Luke 2:17-18) 

Worship by sharing the good news 

The Shepherds did not keep the good news and what they had seen to 

themselves – they became the first missionaries. The shared the good news 

and worshipped so that everyone they met knew what had happened. 

What strikes me is that you don’t have to be an expert or have special training 

to share the good news – you just have to be filled with awe and wonder at 

what God has done and it will spill over into your conversations and all your 

relationships. 

What about you? Are you worshipping by sharing the good news of Jesus? 

Let’s look at the next group, the Magi. 

The Magi 

Look with me at the story in Matthew 2:1-11; 

 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the 

one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose 

and have come to worship him.” 

 
And then in verse 10; 

 
10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the 

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

The Magi came a little later to visit Jesus – they had a long way to come. The 

Magi have always been a little bit mysterious to me, but they teach us another 

important aspect of worship - they worshipped by giving. 

Worship by giving 

The Magi came seeking Jesus – they knew they were looking for the Saviour, 

despite the fact they were not part of Israel. But they came to worship with 

gifts. These gifts they brought, were costly, and were filled with meaning about 

who Jesus really was. Gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
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Gold represented Jesus’ royalty 
 

Gold has always been symbolic of royalty. In 2 Chronicles the Queen of Sheba 

presented a large amount of gold to King Solomon (2 Chronicles 9:9). Jesus 

was no ordinary man. He was and is the King of Kings who we worship. 

 
Frankincense represented Jesus’ divinity 

 

Not only is Jesus a King, he is also God. Frankincense was the costly fragrant 

incense that had to be burnt before the presence of God in the temple. In 

Exodus 30:8 Aaron the priest had to do that regularly. Once again, this was a 

gift with meaning, a reminder that Jesus was God. 

 

Myrrh represented Jesus’ humanity 
 

Jesus was not only God, but also man. Myrrh was an expensive anointing and 

embalming oil. What a strange gift to give a child. But once again, a reminder 

that Jesus’ had come to die a sacrificial death. In John 19, Nicodemus, 

brought a mixture of myrrh and anointed Jesus body with it, in strips of linen. 

(John 19:39-40) This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 

If I think of the Christmas story, the Angels and the Shepherds have always 

made sense to me, but the Magi, or the ‘three Kings from the orient’ from our 

Christmas Carols, always seem out of place. Why were they included? 

The Jewish believers would have no doubt been sceptical and negative toward 

eastern religion, mythology and astrology. For me, it is another clear message 

that Jesus, the Messiah, was not just a saviour to the Jewish people, but to 

Gentiles like us as well. We can all worship Him and offer our lives to Him. 
 

And the Magi teach us that giving is an essential part of your worship and 

service to God. Your gifts should not be given grudgingly or in a forced way, 

but they should be generous freewill offerings. 

Remember never to compare your giving to that of others, but give what is 

generous to you. The wonderful thing about giving an offering to the Lord is 

that each person can give according to your ability. If everyone in the church 

gives generously and sacrificially, each according to their ability, God’s 

Kingdom will advance rapidly and his name will be honoured. 
 

The Magi also teach us something else important about worship, before they 

gave their gifts; 

 

First they offered themselves 
 

It can be all too easy to superficially give to God, and to withhold our lives. 

One special thing to notice about the Magi, is that they first worship and offer 
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themselves, before they brought their gifts; they bowed down and worshiped 

him. 

They humbled themselves before God. They were not there to impress with 

their wealth and knowledge, but to worship. 

I want to encourage you today, worship God by offering Him your life, as a 

living sacrifice, that is, offer everything you have, and everything you are, to 

bring honour to His name. 

 

Then they offered their gifts 
 

This is a reminder that worship is about our hearts, not just what people see 

on the outside from our actions. 

 

In Isaiah 29:13 the Lord says: “These people come near to me with their 

mouth and honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 

Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have been 

taught. 

We are called to love the Lord our God, with all our heart, and with all our soul, 

and with all our mind, and with all our strength. 

 

What God wants most from you in worship is you 
 

How will you worship Jesus this Christmas? How will you respond to the Good 

News of salvation? What will you bring as an offering to the Lord? How will you 

please his heart? Will you give your life? Will you give your worship? Will you 

give your all? 

 
Response Clip - Matt Redman – I will offer up my life 


