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Series: Romans  

Our relationship with 
Authority 
Introduction 

Today I want to talk about our relationship with authority.


Personal story.


But, unfortunately I have also had some experiences with bad authority. 


I won’t go into the details of that this morning, and I don’t think I need to, 
because I am sure all of you have stories of your own to share as well.


People today are very wary of authority. 


Whether you have been hurt by a parent, a teacher, a church leader, a 
governing official, people are imperfect, and people with positions of authority 
can have a tremendous influence on our lives. For good or bad. 


Today we are looking at our next passage in Romans. We are in Romans 
13, and the subject that it is going to raise is ‘Authority.’


Quick context, up to this point in Romans, the Apostle Paul has talked a lot 
about our relationship with sin; our relationship with the law; our relationship 
with God; our relationship with Israel; our relationship with each other; and 
now… he is going to talk about our relationship with authority. Authority.


Let’s read Romans chapter 13 from verse 1-7;


Romans 13:1-7 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that 
exist have been established by God.  
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2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against 
what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on 
themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended.  

4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are 
God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 
Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of 
possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.  

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, 
who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe 
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, 
then respect; if honor, then honor. 

What a lovely scripture to have to deal with today, right?! I’m just kidding. 
Don’t you find it amazing that as we are about to go into our elections, that 
this is our next passage in Romans? God's word is always timely, it fits 
perfectly into the season that we find ourselves in.


I don’t know how you feel at the moment when you drive down our streets 
and see all the election posters hanging from the streetlights? 


Vote for me! Vote for me! It can be hard to know who to trust. We’ve all been 
disappointed so many times. 


Our generation is very wary of authority and we live in a culture of 
dishonour.  

As South African’s, and many other nationalities who now call our church a 
spiritual home, we have all learnt some hard lessons from experience, history, 
and let’s be honest, for many, our default is anti-authority.


So how do you feel about this passage in Romans 13? 


In some ways, rather challenging! Right? Well, let me assure you, these 
instructions from Paul would have been extremely radical for his original 
readers in Rome. 


But Paul’s message is straightforward; ‘be a good citizen.’  

This is God’s word to us. But before we look at it in a bit more detail, it it 
important to say this. Paul’s teaching in Romans 13 also needs to be balanced 
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by Revelation 13. In Revelation 13 the Christians were under the Emperor 
Domitian and the State was clearly demonic. How you interpret it, past or 
future, the State is pictured as a red dragon hell bent on destruction. So at 
best, government can bring peace and order - God’s order, and at worst, 
government can be demonic.


But, both Romans 13 and Revelation 13 are true. There is good 
government, and there is bad government. So how then can you live as a 
good citizen?! 

How are we meant to view our government authority? Laws, do we really need 
to obey them? Taxes, do we really need to pay them? What about evil 
governments? What if you are living under a Hitler or a Stalin? Are you still 
supposed to obey them? Let’s have a look at what God’s word teaches us. 
First up today, the…


Authority of the government 
No one get’s to be in authority without God permitting it in some way. This is 
bedrock truth. It can be hard to get our minds around, when authorities turn 
bad, but this is the plain teaching of the bible.


So put yourself in the shoes of the Christians in Rome. The church and the 
government were not in a very happy relationship at the time. You might think 
things in our country are challenging, but it had got so bad in Rome, that the 
governing authorities were violently hostile toward the church! The Roman 
State and the Jewish Rulers were both actively trying to get rid of the Church. 
You think we’ve got it bad, their Government was trying to kill them. 


So when Paul says what he says here, he is not writing in a time when things 
were easy. Therefore, can’t dismiss his words saying he was writing in better 
times like there was a perfect government in place. It was not like that! Times 
were worse. Yet, he says;


Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God [granted by His permission and sanction], and 
those which exist have been put in place by God. (Romans 13:1; Amp) 

So here is the first thing I want you to see from this;


God works through authority 

This is just how God works. I know some of you may not like this, but 
unfortunately it’s not up for debate. I know some of you may think it would be 
better to have no parents telling you what to do, no homework, no rules, no 
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ref’s, no police, no politicians making laws, but the truth is, that would be a 
bigger mess. God works through authority.


Currently, we live in a time between the first and second coming of Jesus. 
When He returns, he will rule and reign for all eternity. There won’t be a need 
for human government, but in the meantime, we do need it, and it is God who 
set’s the terms, not us. So;


We are all subject to the governing authorities 

Look at how the verse begins; “let every person.” Which persons? “Every 
person.” I know there are a few people who are like; “Sorry. No. Not me! I don’t 
like authority. I don’t listen to the government. I want to do my own thing. You 
can’t tell me to wear a mask.” Well. Gods word says “every person.” That 
includes me, and that includes you.


2 Therefore whoever resists [governmental] authority resists the ordinance 
of God. And those who have resisted it will bring judgment (civil penalty) 
on themselves. 3 For [civil] authorities are not a source of fear for [people 
of] good behaviour, but for [those who do] evil. Do you want to be unafraid 
of authority? Do what is good and you will receive approval and 
commendation. (Rom 13:2-3, Amp) 

We are all subject to government authority, and we are called to respect this. 
Here’s the next thing;


God is the source of all authority 

This verse says, there is no authority except from God, by his permission, by 
his sanction. So it comes from Him. He is the ultimate authority. Following on 
from that;


God designates authority 

Authority is not something you can give yourself. It is something that you are 
given. If my 10 year old son Nathan told his 13 year old sister to go and clean 
her room, she would be more likely to give him a klap! But if Nathan said; 
“Hannah, mom says you have to go and clean your room right now!” The room 
will soon be clean or Hannah will get a klap! What’s the difference? Mom’s 
authority was given to Nathan. 


Any authority that we may have is ‘on loan from the Lord.’ Many people don’t 
realise this, but no one has any authority unless they have received it from 
God. This is why God expects us to use it wisely. We are all under authority in 
one way or another, we have parents, teachers, coaches, police officers, 
overseers, and this passage reminds us, that the governing authorities are 
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there because God has designated them, and established them, therefore we 
are subject to them, and have to be respectful.


Now Paul was not naïve in thinking that this makes governments perfect.  

He had endured beatings and imprisonments for sharing the gospel, and for 
being public nuisance in doing so. However, he still reminds believers that God 
is the one who establishes authority, therefore we are subject to them, but it 
does not mean that they will always be good. 


Too often in history Romans 13 has been misused to say that we need to 
submit without a word to the government, even if what they are doing is 
wrong. And that’s not right. 

So;


What do we do when we do not agree with the government? 

Sometimes governments do some weird things. Examples:


Generally speaking, our aim should always be to try and be good citizens, to 
honour the law and authority, and to try to do what is right with the 
government. 


This is why we have really aimed to do our best to honour the governments 
laws over the past two years with Covid. Despite some churches disagreeing. 
We have honoured their authority.


But this does not mean that every single thing that the government decides or 
tells us to do is right. There are times a government which is meant to be 
God’s servant, can be doing wrong in the eyes of God, and our allegiance and 
loyalty then, is to our higher allegiance, to God.

John Stott suggested this guide – ‘we are to submit right up to the point 
where obedience to the state would entail disobedience to God.’ We see 
this many times in the bible.


The midwives in Egypt disobeyed the Governments instructions to kill Hebrew 
baby boys as they were born.


Daniel and his friends served the government in Babylon, but they had lines 
they would not cross about bowing to idols. They had to face the 
consequences for that.


The Apostle Paul and many of the early church endured heavy persecution and 
imprisonment because they would not stop telling people about Jesus, even 
when the government of the time told them to do so.
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Many missionaries and pastors and Christ followers have been martyred for 
the same reason.


In our country in 1957 when the government announced a new law that would 
prevent any racial association in the church, school, hospitals, or other places, 
there were Christians who wrote to the president saying they would have to 
disobey the law.


So yes, ’we are to submit right up to the point where obedience to the state 
would entail disobedience to God.’


But how you choose to convey that message to the state is crucial – we must 
always be respectful. It is not an opportunity for civil war or overthrowing 
anyone – it is rather that on certain issues we can only obey God. But, just 
incase you thought you might get out of this one; 

Pay your taxes 

Paul says; This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s 
servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what 
you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if 
respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. (Romans 13:6-7, NIV) 

No one likes paying taxes, especially when a government is mishandling that, 
but we’ve got to do it. Jesus said it before Paul as well! God has established 
the government for a purpose and entrusted to them certain functions of 
overseeing the running of the country – that includes taxes. They will be held 
to account one day as to how they have done that. Also;


Pray for the government 

As a church we have a responsibility to pray for those in authority – it is not an 
easy job and there are many many pressures from many different people, with 
many agendas. Paul taught Pastor Timothy and the church he led to do this. 
He said;


I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, 
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 
This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:1-3) 

We live in an anti-authority culture – but the reality is that God has set 
authorities in place – and as believers we are called to respect those 
authorities as positioned by God, to submit to them, to pray for them, and to 
hold them accountable to God. Right; so, I thought I would take it a bit further 
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though, because as a subject, there are also other authorities established by 
God. Here’s the next one;


Authority in the home 
Although not dealt with in this particular passage, we see in elsewhere 
scripture that God has set up other authorities.


Children obey your parents 

In the book of Ephesians, Paul teaches;


Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your 
father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 
“so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the 
earth.” 4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up 
in the training and instruction of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:1-4, NIV) 

Parents have authority over their children in the home. They have the 
responsibility to instruct and to raise their children in a way that helps them to 
be followers of Jesus, and good citizens.


The first authority that God establishes in your life as a child is in the home, 
and the 10 Commandments, therefore teaches us to honour and obey our 
parents. This is where authority is meant to begin, and to be learnt. If you don’t 
parent well, you’re not raising your children to relate to authority well. They will 
end up rebelling at  home, at school, thinking they can do whatever they want 
to on the sport field, and you end up raising a foolish rebellious generation!


But the power and authority a parent has is a ‘gift from God’ and is one that 
has to be used in the right way. Parents should remember that we must parent 
in a Godly way, the way God leads us. I have always liked the principle that 
‘We all need to be led in order to lead.’ In other words, parents, like leaders, 
need to remember that their power and position are given to them by God, and 
they need to follow the example of their heavenly father. One more aspect of 
authority I want to touch on;


Authority in the Church 
Well. It’s my responsibility to remind you of this, not for my benefit, because I 
too am under the authority of the elected Overseers of our Church. Listen to 
the word of the Lord from Hebrews 13;


Page  of 7 9



Transcript 24 October 2021

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because 
they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit 
to you. (Hebrews 13:17, NIV) 

How you relate to spiritual church authority, says a lot about your heart. The 
way you relate to leaders. This is important to God. I want to assure you that I 
have no sneaky agenda in preaching about this today. It is simply coming up 
as we go through the bible. I know how skeptical many people are when 
someone talks about authority, especially a leader, especially in the church. It 
can be perceived to be a tactic to control people and situations. I just want to 
say, that’s not our heart. That’s not my heart.


But if God’s teaching on authority applies to secular government authority, 
how much more must it apply to the authority in the Church? Churches all 
have different structures of authority. In my experience, submitting to the 
authority of leaders in the church is not always easy, but it brings great 
freedom and blessing when you know how to operate under the covering of 
authority. 


At the beginning of next month we have leadership elections in our church for 
appointing of some leaders who we trust to oversee the running of the church 
for the next couple of years. Please be praying for that. 


So, as we look around the world today, we see good and bad leadership, in 
the government, in the home, in the church, but how are you doing at 
submitting to authority? And the most important place to start is with God, 
who is obviously the supreme authority over all.


Authority of God over all 
Ultimately, we must all remember who the absolute and ultimate authority in 
our lives is - God! He is trustworthy and holy; He is just and loving. He is the 
one we all must ultimately submit our lives to. 


We believe in the Triune God. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. We also believe that Jesus Christ has been exalted to the highest place, 
and is the one and only way to have a relationship with God, Philippians 
teaches us;


Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
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acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
(Philippians 2:9-11) 

Have you submitted to God’s authority in your life? Some people are struggling 
against Him, just like Jacob wrestled with God, they want to keep hold of the 
reigns, they want to stay in control, but He is your creator, He is trustworthy, 
He is powerful and faithful – will you surrender to His authority?  


So how is your relationship with authority going? And are you trusting God, 
that as you submit to him, and walk in accountability, that he knows what is 
best for you.


Please would you stand.  

Let’s pray. 

Ministry response. 

Time of remembrance. 

Small Group Questions: 

1. Share a personal experience of how you relate to authority.


2. What command do you find in Romans 13:1-4?


3. Are there exceptions to this command? If so, what would this be?


4. What does Romans 13:4 say are the functions of a government?


5. Romans 13 is a highly controversial piece of scripture. With all of the deep 
political divisions in the world today, how will you respond to this command 
and its implications in your life?


6. How does our current political climate drive you to prayer?
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