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Scripture reading:  Romans 10:5-13:

“5  Moses describes in this way the
righteousness that is by the law: "The one who
does these things will live by them."   6  But the
righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into 
heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down)   7  "or 'Who will descend into the deep?'" 
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).   

8  But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,"
that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:   9  That if you confess with your 
mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 

10  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you confess and are saved.   11  As the Scripture says, "Anyone who 
trusts in him will never be put to shame."   12  For there is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him,   13  
for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (NIV).

Introduction

The subject of the Gospel in this series, comes to this question, in the passage we
read:  “How can I know that I am saved?”
  
The word “saved” is important.  

Paul has explained in chapter 1 that God’s wrath is poured out upon us, and that “we
are saved from God’s wrath” through faith in Jesus Christ.  Paul has given the Good
News of the Gospel in chapter 5 in this way: 

“8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.   9  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much



more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!   10  For if, when we were
God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much
more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!” (Rom. 5:8-10).

You may well ask, “By what authority does God have cause to be wrathful against
us?”

The  answer  to  that  question is  found in  the  first  chapters  of  the  Bible,  “In  the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1).  And in that beginning
the Trinity, by mutual agreement, said, “Let us make humankind in our image...”  and
so male and female He created them.  Right from the start, the image of God implied
an accountable relationship with God.  It began in purity and complete goodness,
with an unspoilt relationship with God and between Adam and Eve.  

But,  as we all  know, that first generation turned their  backs on God, as early as
Genesis chapter 3; and we share our lot in that rebellion and blindness; and our
human history of pride, greed, oppression and suffering is testimony to our fallen
state.  

You  might  ask,  “But  why  is  God  wrathful?”   You  and  I  know  that  He  holds  us
accountable to Him, individually, corporately and as a whole humanity.  He is not
only our Creator and Sustainer, but also our coming Judge.  We have defiled His
image, and are held accountable for our state.

I have been with people when they are facing death, and they want to make right
with God.  And I  have led people to be sure that they are saved.  Why?  When
people  face  death  it  is  not  unusual  for  them  to  face  the  truth.   We  face  what
Hebrews 10:9 describes in the following way, “It is appointed to people to die once
and  after  that  to  face  judgement.”   We  do  not  even  measure  up  to  our  own
standards, so who can stand before Him, for we are all condemned in our own Sin. 

Our sins  and even our  self-acclaimed goodness is  the slam of  the gavel for  our
eternal  punishment  against  the
righteousness and glory of God.  When Paul
writes that we have sinned, he does not say
that we have fallen short of our own ideals
and glory.  He says, instead, “All have sinned
and  fall  short  of  the  glory  of  God”  (Rom.
3:23).

But praise God,  not  only  is  He Creator and coming Judge,  but  He has  become
Saviour in Jesus Christ.   This is the good news of the Gospel.  Paul writes in chapter



5 of Romans, as we read above, 

“8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.   9  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much
more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!   10  For if, when we
were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son,
how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!”
(Rom. 5:8-10).  

I once visited a relative of mine, who was about to die.  When he realized that there
was no hope of recovery, he said to me, “Ian, pray with me now.  I want to know that
I am right with God.”  I was moved at the simple, truthfulness of his heart, and I had
the joy of seeing him come to absolute certainty that his sins were forgiven, that he
belonged to Jesus Christ, and that he was ready to meet Him, saved and free from
God’s wrath, by faith.

You can know this certainty as well.  And that is the point of this message.

So,  how  can  I  know  that  I  am  saved  from  God’s  wrath,  and  from  the  Day  of
Judgement?

1. Firstly, I need to know on what basis I am NOT saved.

Verses 1 to 5 of our text show that we are
not saved from God’s wrath if we have a
zeal  to  make  ourselves  right  with  God
through our own goodness.  

We can be determined to be very good.
And everyone might admire us and wish
to be like us.  But that is the problem.  We have put faith in ourselves.  We set
ourselves up against God so that our goodness is our mark of independence from
Him.  Our own glory is preferred over His.  We aim to be in our own image; and our
brilliance  and  virtue  is  in  fact  our  own  glory  –  and  we  have  missed  the  point
completely – and are justly condemned.  As Paul says,

“Since they did not  know the righteousness that  comes from God and sought to
establish  their  own,  they  did  not  submit  to  God's  righteousness”  (verse  3),  and
therefore fell short of it.  What is our condemnation?  It is that no matter how good
we are, our sin is that we fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23).



2. Secondly, we need to know that we CAN be saved.

Our text says, “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead you will be saved” (10:9).  What is it about
Jesus that lets us know that we can most certainly be saved?

Remember, in verses 6 and 7, Paul says that Moses himself foresaw a righteousness
by faith – the same faith that Abraham had in God – and that righteousness does not
depend on our efforts but on the faithful work of God.

Paul makes it clear that Jesus fulfilled that forecast in the following way:

The expression,  “Who will ascend...?” - This shows the sense of incapability to get
from God what we need.  As human beings we cannot attain to the glory of God for
it is in heights above our capability.  

The expression, “Who will  descend...?” points to our inability to really plumb the
depths of our need and come back from death with a solution for life.  We cannot
plumb the depths of our human need and experience and come back from death.  

The glory of God is beyond us in its heights, and in our need.  We need a Saviour.
Jesus, means Saviour.  Paul says that this Jesus Christ has come from the heights of
God’s glory to be God among us; and this same Jesus experienced the depths of the
human condition, in His death of the Cross, and came back from Death, Risen, as our
Saviour and Lord, taking on the wrath of God, in our place, and proving His victory
over our Sin and Death and Evil.  Jesus is our complete and final answer.

The promise is clear: If we come to terms with
this Jesus, by word of mouth and faith of heart
that He is  our A to Z, the very glory of God
from the heights and from the depths,  then
He  will  be  our  Alpha  and  Omega,  our
Beginning and our End, our glory and our joy
in  this  life  and  in  the  life  to  come  –  our
Saviour.  Jesus Himself clearly said, recorded by the Apostle John, 

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life”
(John 5:24).



As Saviour, He saves us, says Stuart Briscoe,
from the penalty of Sin (eternal death under the wrath of God); 
from the power of Sin; and  eventually 
from the presence of Sin.

Didn’t that old hymn-writer, Thomas Chisholm (1923), put it well:

Pardon for Sin, and a peace that endureth; 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow; 
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside.

Great is Thy faithfulness; Great is Thy faithfulness; 
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.

So, not only do we need to know when we are NOT saved – by relying on our own
goodness;
But we can know that we CAN be saved – by accepting the A to Z work of Jesus on
our behalf, as Saviour

3. Thirdly, then, How can I know that I AM saved?

The promise is clear, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’; and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you WILL be saved... for everyone
who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved” (10:9, 13).

Here is the chiastic structure of the passage.  Look at the central, climactic promise:

V8:  Scripture says that the word is already made near for its reception
v9: Confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
v9: Believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead
v9: You will be saved
v10: It is with your heart that believing is into righteousness
v10: With the mouth confession is made into salvation
v11-13: Scripture affirms that whoever believes on him shall be saved



(1)  I can KNOW that I am saved when I believe in my heart that Jesus rose from
the dead.

Believing that Jesus rose from the dead is climactic for believing everything else that
He did.   It  also  includes  believing all  He
was, is, and will be as Creator, Saviour and
coming  Judge,  and  that  you  trust  His
promise that “There is therefore now NO
CONDEMNATION  for  those  who  are  in
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).

This believing in Jesus goes deeper and deeper over time, as we take the truth in,
and find it settling deeper and deeper into our hearts.  This Jesus really loves me,
and has done all  for me.  Perhaps Tim Keller’s  testimony may help to bring this
across to you.  

He was interviewed at a Veritas seminar, 10 years ago, where they put to him the
most common problems with the Bible and the Christian faith.  One of the questions
was, “Do you really believe that the resurrection took place?”  

He said that he had accepted the resurrection when he believed on Jesus as his
personal Saviour.  But he revisited the question to work more carefully on it, while
he was recovering from thyroid cancer.  

During that  time, he read through N.T.  Wright’s  800 page book on the historical
evidence of the resurrection.  After days of going through this profound work, he
finished it, put it down, and over the next while let it sink in.  He said that what
happened to  him was something over  which you don’t  have control.   He found
himself  saying,  “Jesus  really  is  risen.   It  really,  really  happened.   Jesus  actually,
physically and historically came alive out of that tomb. He really is risen.”  

He  said  that  this  was  a  brain  to  heart
experience,  where the assurance of  Jesus  as
risen dropped down three or four floors into
the depths of his heart, depths that he never
even  knew  were  there.   Previously  he  had
believed.  Now he was believing in a way more
deeply than he had ever believed.

That, I want to tell you, is the work of God in you.  Believing, putting faith in the
Lord Jesus, is a work of the Holy Spirit!



(2)  Secondly, not only are you to believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from
the dead, but also you are to confess with your mouth that Jesus is LORD.

A syllogism from Dr. Rex Mathie might illustrate where we are going with this:

This is a syllogism:
(1)  Butter comes from milk (first premise);
(2)  Milk comes from cows (major premise);
(3)  Butter comes from cows (conclusion).

Romans teaches us that:

(1)  Jesus paid the debt of our Sin (first premise)
(2)  Whoever has paid the debt of our Sin is our Righteousness (major premise);
(3)  Jesus is our Righteousness (conlusion).

Here is another, from the paragraph following our text:
(1) Faith comes from hearing the message;
(2) Hearing from the Word of God;
(3) Faith comes from the Word of God (10:17).

Now back to our text:
(1) Jesus did everything for our salvation (coming from above, rising from death); 
(2) Whoever does everything for our salvation is LORD; 
(3) Jesus is LORD.

Paul says that we must confess this truth with our mouths.  This truth needs to be
put into words, because when you willingly put into words what you are convinced
of, you prove the sincerity of your heart.  Karl Bath in his brilliant commentary on
Romans applies the logical extension: If your mouth gives words to it, every part of
your body should be consistent with your mouth – a whole life devoted to Jesus as
Lord.

(3)  Thirdly, “BE saved” means that this confession of mouth is the work of God the
Holy Spirit:

Paul says emphatically, “No one can say, ‘Jesus is LORD,’ except by the Holy Spirit” (1
Corinthians 12:3).

Some have said that ‘Jesus is Lord’ was an important counter to “Caesar is Lord.”  But



there is more to it than that.  

Paul  made  frequent  use  of  the  Septuagint,  the  Greek  translation  of  the  Old
Testament.  More than 6000 references in the Old Testament to the covenant name
of Yahweh was translated into the Greek word kurios, meaning LORD.  So when Paul
says, ‘Jesus is LORD’ he is combining all that God is with all that Jesus is – Jesus is
YAHWEH – Jesus is LORD.  This is always brought home to the heart by the Holy
Spirit.

If you confess all that God is for you is
in Jesus your Lord, you will be saved.  If
you are battling to get  that  to heart,
then you need to call on the Name of
the Lord to be saved (vv11-13)!

The  most  dramatic  illustration  of  this
link and calling on the Name of the Lord
was described by a missionary, Horace McBride, among peoples of central Africa.  

Kissula, a witchdoctor, was feared in the community, back in the 1950s.

A man’s daughter died.  Kissula went to the man and said, “For 500 Shillings I can
find the one who caused her death.  And I will cause that person to come to you .”
The man agreed.  Kissula went to a woman who was a distant relative in a nearby
village:  “The ancestors have told me that because of you your distant cousin’s child
has died.  Now you will go, and not just say sorry.  You will weep and wail at the loss
of his child, and will abase yourself before him in sorrow and mourning.”

She did this.  And while she was wailing  in sorrow, on her face before  the  distant
uncle,  this angry and grieving father of the  dead  child took a knife and plunged it
into this relative as a revenge-killing, based on what Kissula had told him.  She died
on the spot.

News about this spread, and reached McBride:  “Surely, that man must be brought
to justice?”

Shortly after that Horace went on a safari into the region to preach the Gospel.  As
they were coming to the village where they were to have a service, and spend the
night, they were on a narrow track that hugged a steep river valley cliff.  The path
was so narrow that there was no place for someone coming from the other side to
pass.  



At this part of the journey, Horace was accompanied by a small group of locals who
were guides and fellow evangelists for the area.  A man met them coming from the
village they were going to.  He could not pass.  Because they were nearly at their
destination he had to turn back.  In the meanwhile they persuaded him to stay the
night so that he could hear the gospel.  He agreed.

That night the people gathered around for the service.  Horace preached as the Holy
Spirit enabled him, and called for people to respond to the gospel.  This man they
had met on the cliff  was  among those who responded to  the message of  Jesus
Christ.   After  Horace  had  prayed  with  him,  the  man  went  into  his  hut  deeply
troubled.

“Do you know who that man is?” asked his team.  
“No,” said Horace.  “But he is deeply troubled, as if coming out of great sin.”
“That is Kissula,” heard Horace, to his consternation!
Kissula was heard to cry out.  He was being thrown about in his hut, in his torment.

Horace heard Kissula  cry  out  to  Jesus  Christ  to  save him; and,  as he  did  so,  he
slumped out of the hut; and the Holy Spirit came upon him in power, and Kissula
started singing a song no one had heard before.  It went something like:

“My heart is full of Yahweh 
and I have come to learn 
that He is near to those who call to Him, to save.  
The darkness now has gone 
He filled me with His light
O, how I thank Him
He has filled me with His light”

Horace McBride went to him and asked, “Who told you that name?”
“What name?”
“You sang, ‘My heart is full of Yahweh...’  That is the covenant name of God, who told
you about His Name?”
“I don’t know,” he replied; “It just came to me in the song, so I sang to Him.  He is
the Jesus you were preaching.”

God the Holy Spirit took all that Jesus is with all that God is brought them together
for this man’s liberation and salvation.  This was a divine revelation that Jesus is
LORD!  It is a work of the Holy Spirit in your soul.  Call out to Him, as our text says,
“Whoever calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved.”

If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is LORD” you will be saved.



And the saving of the heart is the transferring of your soul from the kingdom of
wrath and darkness into His light and life.  “You WILL be saved,” says the Scriptures.


