
Faith-Filled Big-Thinking Risk Takers 
 
What do you think of this value? Does is excite you? Stir you? Daunting? Scary? 
 
Today we’re looking at our tenth value. The value that we intentionally chose to end with. 
It’s a value that expects action from us. Faith-Filled, Big-Thinking, Risk Takers 
 
During Jesus’ ministry, he rewarded faith. Check these 2 contrasting scriptures:  
 
Mark 6:4-6 
4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among his 
relatives and in his own home.” 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands 
on a few sick people and heal them. 6 He was amazed at their lack of faith.  
 
Which part of this passage stands out to you? It doesn’t say he was disappointed, he was 
amazed, curious! Amp says he was marvelled. Jesus was astounded at their lack of faith.  
 
Luke 9:7-9 – (The faith of the centurion) 
7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell 
this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do 
this,’ and he does it.” 9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the 
crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.”  
 

• Without faith it is impossible to please God – Heb 11:6  

• The Greek unpacks it further and says: Its impossible…and be satisfactory to him.  

• Faith pleases God 
 
What is Faith? Hebrews 11:1 
1 Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, [a]the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, 
being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving 
as real fact what is not revealed to the senses]. 
 
EXAMPLE: Buying off Facebook marketplace  

- There’s always risk involved. You have to take someone at their word.  
- Why then do we find it so hard to take God at his word?  

 
Would Jesus be amazed at our level of faith, or amazed at our lack of faith? 
 
Let’s look at our prayer lives quick 

How many of your prayers have been filled with great risky faith? 
- I prayed for someone to be healed of Covid or Cancer 
- I prayed for someone to give their life to you 
- I said to God, I will go wherever you send me 
How many of our prayers have been more like this? 
- Lord thank you for this food 
- Lord, May you keep us safe as we travel 
- Lord please give me parking space 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A1&version=AMPC#fen-AMPC-30172a


 
How many people in the Bible do you read about settling down, buying a house and living 
happily ever after? It’s full of people who didn’t believe in themselves, but yet who God 
called to be influencers, to take courage and to live out their God-given purpose! 
 
Today I’d like to highlight 3 truths for us to think about: 
 

1) GOD CHOOSES UNLIKELY PEOPLE TO DO GREAT THINGS 
 
Bring in King David - 1 Sam 16 
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here 
before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his 
height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People 
look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 
“The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel 
said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.”10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, 
but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these 
all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 
12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine 
appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the 
one.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and 
from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to 
Ramah. 
 
God chooses unlikely people to do great things 
God chooses unlikely people to do great things 
God chooses unlikely people to do great things 
 
The Bible is full of men and women who took risks for God! Who stepped out in faith! 
 

• Jacob has a lying issue 

• Abraham was old 

• Gideon was afraid 

• Rahab was a prostitute  

• Elijah was suicidal 

• Paul was a murderer 
 
God uses unlikely people. He used me! 
 
STORY: (GRADE 9 MISSIONS TRIP CLINTON) 
 
Hear this: When God breathed the breath of life into you, he gave you an identity as a son 
or daughter of the living God, he gave you a purpose. 
 
 



2)  YOU CAN’T PLAY IT SAFE AND PLEASE GOD 
 
Walking in Faith requires Risk! We have all taken a risk of some kind in our life! 

• We all took a risk when we decided to love someone 

• If you’ve applied for a job, you’ve taken a risk 

• If you have money invested, you’ve taken a risk 

• If you’ve prayed for healing for someone, you’ve taken a risk 
 
Our unlikely King David took a huge risk when he decided to take on Goliath 

- Saul should have fought Goliath. The Bible says he was the most handsome man in 
Israel, head and shoulders taller than anyone else. But it says he was dismayed and 
terrified.  

 
1 Sam 17 
25 Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He 
comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will 
also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” 
26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this 
Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that 
he should defy the armies of the living God?” 27 They repeated to him what they had been 
saying and told him, “This is what will be done for the man who kills him.” 
28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with 
anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave 
those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart 
is; you came down only to watch the battle.” 
29 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then turned away to 
someone else and brought up the same matter, and the men answered him as 
before. 31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. 
32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will 
go and fight him.” 
33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only 
a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 
34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a 
bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued 
the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed 
it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be 
like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The Lord who 
rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand 
of this Philistine.” 
 

- Where was David’s confidence? In God! He wasn’t even meant to be there.  
- Was David afraid? Yeah quite possibly, but was he bold, absolutely! 

We’re all afraid of the unknown. But the enemy thrives on keeping us in that place.  

 Sometimes you need to do it afraid! - I used to hate public speaking, this was the 
furthest job I would have ever wanted. But I used to do it afraid… 

 

 Lord of the Ring’s Frodo – ‘I will take it’ – Gandalf sighs. ‘But I don’t know the way’ 
 



You can’t play it safe and please God, at some point, he’s going to call you out! 
 
How do we build faith? We need to learn to recount the victories that God has given us. 
 
God’s provision in an area should serve as a springboard of faith in the future! 

- Let’s say God has provided for you financially before, that should set you up… 
- If God has provided once for you, why do we doubt when you have need again? 

I can recall the time  
- when God provided for Em’s studies 
- When God provided a house for us 
- When God met me in my place of need, feeling like he had abandoned me 

 
- Our Church stands on a legacy of faith-filled risk-taking decisions?  
- Living Hope! A list of church plants! A long list of supported missionaries!  

 
To build on a legacy of faith, we build on what he’s done.  
 

3) STEPPING OUT IN FAITH ASKS THE QUESTION: HAVE WE HEARD GOD? 
 
I want to say this carefully: Sometimes the fear of man can masquerade as wisdom 

- “Hmmm maybe we should wait and be cautious” 
- “We’re living in uncertain times, let’s rather wait” 

 
Sometimes we’re more afraid of pleasing people with than the God we love! 
A mature church leadership has a deeper love for Jesus than it does for the people. 
 
Hearing God’s voice together begins by learning to hear God’s voice in private.  
When we set our affection on him and enjoy him, he begins to speak, he reveals his heart.  
STORY – Driving by Muizenberg  
 
We came to CT because we heard God 

- If we had listened to the voices of some of our friends, or even church leaders, we 
may have never come, but we believe we heard the voice of God. 

- May we never use a word of caution as a motivation from a place of fear 
 
You know who took the biggest risk? God himself 
He sent his son to earth, knowing that we might reject him.  
Unconditional love is the biggest risk.  
 
1 John 3:16 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers and sisters.  
 
Our faith can only go as far as our awareness of God’s goodness! 
 

 We want to be a church that is faith-filled. Big thinking, and willing to take God risks 

 Craig Groeschel says:  Never insult God with small thinking and safe living! 
 



- What fears are holding you back right now from stepping out in faith? 
- Whose voice of doubt resonates in your mind saying you can’t do it? 
- Ministry: Freedom from fear, freedom from playing it safe.  

 
We are a church that exists to love God and serve our community. We want to hear God 
together. We feel that there’s something unifying about hearing God together on a vision. 
This morning we want to share a dream with you that we’re had. A God idea that we 
believe God may be for a time such as this. It’s a dream that we want to engage with you in, 
where we journey in it together.  
 
Watch this clip with us 
 
This isn’t a decided upon plan, it’s a vision that excites us and that we as a leadership are 
beginning to process. In the coming weeks, we’ll be sharing more and engaging with you  
 
 
 


