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Series: The Church I see 

Influencing our 
community 
Hello church family. Good to be with you on this fresh Cape Town morning! I 
trust that you are warm, and well, in whichever way you are joining us today. 


Who would of thought at the start of 2019, that so many of us would be 
connecting today for church on YouTube and Facebook! What a crazy journey 
we have all been on over the past few months. The church has had to pivot to 
embrace technology and social media in brave new ways.


But the world has changed, and while somethings are nothing new, other 
things require brave new methods to share the same old message we have 
been entrusted with. In a post-Covid world, we have had to learn to be flexible 
and adaptable, tech savvy, creative and innovative. Social media has become 
more important than ever before to stay connected.


There are even new career paths that have developed in recent years – Like 
‘Influencers.’ When I asked my son recently, what he wanted to do when he 
was older, for a while he wanted to be a Pastor, but now, now he wants to be a 
YouTuber! 


Over the past few years, we have seen the rise of social media influencers on 
YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, or other forms of social media.


So what is an influencer? Well, an influencer, is someone who has built a 
sizeable following across one or more social media channels, and they use the 
space to share their content, creations, try and get you to buy their ‘merch’ 
and spend time engaging with their followers.


Now you obviously get influencers, and then you get INFLUENCERS! While 
some have a very small following, there are celebrity influencers in the world 
today who have over 40 million followers! 40 million followers! They might be 
gamers, celebrities, athletes, or even fictional characters, but because of their 
followings, they have tremendous power to influence. And today, pretty much 
anyone can self-proclaim themselves as an influencer.
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It is a strange job to do, but influence has been a marketing tool for as long as 
there has been something to sell. So why am I telling you all of this? 


Well, as followers of Jesus, we are all called to be influencers as well. Not that 
we want sell a brand, or to make money, or become famous, but we want to 
influence others for God - because we love Jesus, and what He has done for 
us so much, that we want to share this with others.


As a Church, one of our values is to “Influence our Community.” 


Influencing our community 
Today I want to unpack that a bit. What does influencing our community really 
mean? It is my longing church, that God will use us to make an impact in our 
area – not for the ‘name’ of our church, not for the ‘fame’ of any of us, not for 
money or power, but simply, for the Glory of God. 


I believe that God has placed each of us in this Church family for this specific 
time and purpose, and we each individually, and as a family can have a 
wonderful positive influence in this community in which we live, and we know 
that God has extended our reach even further with our online platforms.


So how do we do this? Well, todays’s message is in two parts, first; our 
influence outside of these walls, and then, our influence inside. 


Our primary focus, however strange as it might seem, is outside first!


Our influence outside 
The church of Jesus Christ is a very special thing. William Temple once said; 


“The Church exists primarily for the sake of those who are still outside it.” 

Let that sink in.


Jesus gave us our mission in Matthew 28:19;


Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age. 

As much as we have a responsibility toward those inside our church family. To 
love one another, to care for one another, to minister to one another, our main 
mission, is for those outside of these walls.
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I have now been serving as a Pastor with this church for 19 years. I started in 
2002 as an Associate Pastor responsible for the Youth Ministry. I love this 
church family. I would not have stuck around if I did not. 


But here is what I want to say to us today. Everything we do, in this church 
building, all of it is simply a hub from which we are meant to spread out into 
the community, and into the world, to be on mission with God, and our reach 
just got even wider with social media.


And so, if you have been a part of King of Kings for a while, here is what I want 
to say to you; We love you, we want to see you grow, we want to care for you, 
equip you, encourage you, and send you out there! To make a difference for 
God!


But I also want to say this; as the church grows, and changes, to reach new 
people, to minister into new seasons, and new generations, you may at times 
feel like, “It’s not like it used to be around here! Or, “I liked it more how it used 
to be." 


With the greatest amount of love and care, may I say this… Please don’t forget 
that we are on a mission. We are living in the last days I believe. If we focus 
more on who we want to keep, than on who we want to reach, we will fail in 
our mission that Jesus gave us.


It is impossible to influence people in our community, if all we do is focus on 
those on the inside – God calls us to go! To talk about Him everywhere we go. 
Ours is not a Sunday faith, but an everyday faith, in the work place, in the 
super market, at school, online, at the Saturday braai, that’s the Jesus life!


We are called to influence our community for God, by reaching; 

The Lost 

In our valley, there are many who are lost, and Jesus has called us to reach 
them. Jesus told this story in Luke 15;


8 … suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she 
light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And 
when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbours together and says, 
‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, 
there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents. 

It is so easy to get lost in a crowd. It is also still possible to be be spiritually 
lost in this valley. But the amazing news, is that each lost individual, matters to 
God, and we celebrate each person who comes to faith in Him. 


Page  of 3 9



Transcript 29 August 2021

And I know that people are in so many different spaces when it come to faith. 
In his book You Lost Me, David Kinnaman, shares about the different kinds of 
people who are lost.


The Nones 

This group describes the seeming surge in people, who claim no faith, or say 
they are unaffiliated with any belief system. You may be surprised at how many 
there are in this group in our valley. We are called to reach them.


The Nomads 

This group is comprised of people with a Christian background, who walk 
away from church engagement, but still consider themselves Christians. I’ve 
heard some call them the Ex-Church. A person in this group typically has 
trouble identifying with a church or a particular “brand” of Christianity, but 
would consider themselves, broadly, a Christian. It breaks my heart, but I think 
that the biggest church in this valley, is the Ex-Church. And it is growing.


I know that we are seeing the demise of denominations. In some ways, that 
may be a good thing, but friends, there are so many spiritual nomads out 
there, who have no spiritual home. No fellowship. No accountability. Maybe 
they follow Christians teachers that they like. But that is a dangerous 
unbiblical way to be a Christian. If you are listening to me today friend, and 
you find yourself in this place, please hear my heart. No matter how 
disillusioned you may be about church, no matter how imperfect we may be, 
church is still God’s plan. He has not given up on his bride. So we can’t either. 
Come home. Here is another group…


The Prodigals 

I guess the name of this group is self explanatory, if you are familiar with 
Jesus’ story of the Prodigal son. Just like him, there are many in our 
community who have lost their faith. This group is made up of people who 
used to claim a personal faith, but no longer claim any Christian belief. In 
research done by the Barna Group in the US, this group says they are fairly 
certain they won’t ever return to the Christian faith. We are called to reach 
them as well.


The Lost, the Nones, Nomads, The Prodigals… there are probably other kinds 
of groups… but here is the point. No matter a person’s current spiritual 
temperature, if they have never come to faith in Jesus, or for whatever reason 
they have walked away from him, we are sent to find them, and to help bring 
back into a meaningful relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
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I also want to say this Church. As much as the church of God is the people of 
God, and not a building, God has placed us in a very strategic place in this 
valley. 


We are living in troubling times, when people are lost and without hope. I 
believe God has placed us in the centre of this valley, to be a hub, a lighthouse 
of faith and hope! Do you still believe in Acts 1:8 church?


But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth. 

We are called to be witnesses, from our home - to the ends of the earth. How 
serious are you my friend, about God’s call for us to reach the lost? Are you 
willing to pray? Are you willing to sacrifice your ego, to share your faith with a 
stranger? How are you influencing our community? 


We also know that our responsibility, while it is primarily to share the good 
news of Jesus, is wider than just that. The bible also repeatedly shares our 
responsibility toward the poor and the needy.


The Poor & Needy 

Proverbs 31:8  

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all 
who are destitute. 9 Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the 
poor and needy. 

The poor and needy, the vulnerable, the broken, the sick, the have not’s, have 
always been on God’s heart. A church that turns their eyes away from them, is 
a church that risks God turning his eyes away from us. 


So here’s a story you may not know about. A few years ago we planted a 
church in Masiphumalele, and through very generous donors in this church 
family, we were able to build a church right in the centre of Masi, and help get 
it started. The youth even helped paint it. Over the years, it was always our 
desire to give this away, and not hold onto it as an asset.


Well, our church members recently decided to donate that property to Living 
Hope, to ensure that it continues to be a hub for ministry in that community, 
and that the Ministry of Masi Baptist, and the Ministry of Living Hope into Masi 
can continue. Rather than hold onto the asset of that property and building, as 
some kind of treasure on our balance sheet, we are giving it away. In this 
current economic climate, I am sure this can be frowned upon. Assets are 
important. But so are people.
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It reminds me of a true story from church history in Rome, in AD 250. There 
was a man by the name of Laurence, who was in charge of finances of the 
church in Rome. He was also a deacon. There was a great revival taking place 
all around him. It was said at the time, that, ‘All of Rome were becoming 
Christians.’ As a result, persecution broke out under the Emperor Valerian. 
Christians who owned property distributed all the church’s money and 
treasures to the city’s poor. 


Valerian ordered the Bishops, priests and deacons to be arrested and 
executed. He offered Laurence a way out if he would show where all the 
church’s treasures were located. Laurence asked for three days to gather it in 
to one central place. He brought together the blind, poor, disabled, sick, 
elderly, widows and orphans. When Valerian arrived, Laurence flung open the 
doors and said, ‘These are the treasures of the church!’


Valarian was so angry that he decided beheading was not terrifying enough for 
Laurence. He ordered that this courageous man be roasted in a gridiron. That 
is how Laurence died on 10 August AD258. Apparently, he even joked with his 
executioner, ‘You may turn me over. I’m done on this side’. His courage made 
such an impression that the revival in Rome only increased, with many people 
becoming Christians including several senators who witnessed his execution. 
(Nicky Gumbel, BIOY)


There are so many verses in scripture where God instructs His followers to 
look after the poor and the needy. It is not only about sharing our faith, but our 
influence is also in our practical care for people in their time of need. 


King of Kings, our heart must continue to beat for those outside of the family 
of God!


Please God, help us to never loose our missional heart. Give us a passion to 
reach the lost, the nones, the nomads, the exiles, the prodigals, the poor and 
the needy in our community. Please empower us to be your witnesses. Please 
bring spiritual revival to the southern suburbs, and give us influence outside of 
these walls. In Jesus name, amen!


Second part today;


Our influence inside 
As much as we have a outward, outreach, responsibility, God has also called 
us to a ministry to those within the church family, part of this is;


Discipleship & Growth 

Page  of 6 9



Transcript 29 August 2021

King of Kings, should always be a place of growth for those who follow Jesus. 
As a pastor, if you want to know how I view my role, and our churches role to 
those inside our body, here it is;


Ephesians 4:11  

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

We do this in so many different ways in King of Kings; various small groups, 
Alpha courses, Fresh Start, Grief Share, Worship Community, Children’s 
Ministries, Movement Youth Group, bible studies, Bible School, our Sunday 
church services…


As believers, we need to influence each other towards growing in our love and 
walk with Jesus. But also; 

Care Ministry 

We have spoken about this in other messages recently, but as a church we 
need to influence one another towards caring for one another. I have seen it 
happen so beautifully through these last months with people quietly taking 
care of the sick or the hurting within our church family. 


Our Blessing Fund has been used extensively over the past few months 
because we love people and we want to help. On a side note church, it is now 
running low. Please give into this if you can!


I also want to remind you to keep your love, care and respect for one another 
high during this time, when it seems like we are living in an angry, offended 
culture. Everyone is angry. Everyone is offended. Even things like the COVID 
Vaccination has become so divisive and is causing people to fight with each 
other. 


I know that everyone has their own opinions and pushing their agendas, but 
can I say, regardless of your view, it is important that we treat one another with 
care. When it comes to matters of conscience, we need to respect peoples 
views if they differ with ours, and not cause others to stumble. You don’t win 
people over by being a bully. 


Remember, we are meant to be a witness of Jesus Christ into this community,


John 13:35;  
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By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another. 

So we we a public witness as a church, and various ministries as well.


And our community sees this place, and they know that we stand for 
something. They know we are a church, that loves God, we love people, and 
that we want to reach people. Whether they agree with that or not, they know 
that’s what we are about.


As I close today. Here is what I want to say to you…


You can make a difference 
You have influence, whether you realise it or not – we each do within our 
families, our circle of friends, our work place and our community. 


You have influence.  

Ron, one of our Overseers recently shared this quote with me,


“What the Church needs today, is not more machinery or better, not new 
organisations or more and novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can 
use - men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. The Holy Ghost does not flow 
through methods, but through men. He does not come on machinery, but on 
men. He does not anoint plans, but men - men of prayer.”  
― E.M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer


The question is, what kind of an influence are you? What kind of a difference 
are you making? In the bible, there are various metaphors about this.


Yeast, is often used as an example of a bad influence;


1 Corinthians 5:6  

Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get 
rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch. 

Salt and light, on the other hand, are used examples of goldy influence;


Matthew 5:13  

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it 
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light of the world. A 
town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and 
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put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 

So which are you? Salt & Light, or Yeast? 


You have influence my friend, you can make a difference for God.


A young lady who I have been so blessed by, is Kayla Bradley. She wants to 
use her life to be an influence for God. We asked her if she would share her 
story with you today. Thank you Kayla.


Kayla Bradley - This is my story 

Small Group Questions 
1 - In Luke chapter 15, Jesus told three parables about the lost sheep, the lost 
coin, and the lost son. Each story reminds us about how important the lost are 
to Jesus. Share with the group how Jesus found you, and how you came to 
faith.


2 - In Matthew 28:19 Jesus commissions his followers to go out into the world, 
and to reach the lost, making disciples of all nations. Are you obeying this 
command? How are you seeking to influence our community for God?


3 - Think about the various groups that Pastor Neil mentioned we are called to 
reach - The Lost; the Nones; the Nomads; the Prodigals. Do you know people 
who fall into one of these groups? Take some time to pray for them and to 
consider what God may be calling you to do.


4 - The church has many wonderful ministries, and perhaps some that still 
need to be created! How are you involved in serving our church community to 
help brothers and sisters in Christ grow in their faith?


5 - Kayla Bradley feels called to serve the Lord in missions. She knows she 
can make a difference. Everyone has influence. You can make a difference. 
What is God calling you to do?
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