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Series: The Church I see 

Generosity is our norm 

l love stories in the bible that teach us about Jesus’ interactions with people. 
I love it, because there are such incredible life lessons to be learnt when you 
put yourself in the position of these characters. What were they thinking? 

What were they feeling? What were their motives? Which character am I most 
like? Which one are you most like? 


In our current series we are looking at some of our church values. Today, I 
want to look at our value;


Generosity is our norm 
This morning I want to share a story of great and extravagant generosity – an 
act of adoration and worship towards Jesus.


Take a look with me at Mark chapter 14;


3 While [Jesus] was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon 
the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, 
made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.  

4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this 
waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages 
and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.  

6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has 
done a beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, 
and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have 
me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body 
beforehand to prepare for my burial.  

9 Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, 
what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 10 Then Judas 
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Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to 
them. 11 They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. 
So he watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

This is an incredible story of extravagant generosity! Who was this lady? How 
did Jesus respond? How did the disciples respond? What motivated this lady 
to do something so generous and extravagant? Here’s the first thing I see… 


• Her generosity was an act of worship 
The Gospel writer Mark does not tell us who the lady is – she comes in to the 
house while Jesus is being hosted by friends. It pretty interesting that Jesus is 
hanging out at Simon the lepers house – but that is sermon for another day! 


John’s gospel also tells the story, and names this lady, Mary of Bethany. Mary 
was a pretty common name back then, so we don’t know much about her 
other than this amazing interaction with Jesus, where she breaks an alabaster 
jar, of pure nard – which is an expensive perfume - and pours it on Jesus. 


Now, you could probably guess, I don’t know much about perfumes, so I 
‘Googled up’ on them, and I was shocked to find that the most expensive 
perfume in the world right now, goes for over one million dollars! That is simply 
mind boggling!


It is called Shumukh, it was unveiled in the Armani Ballroom in the Burj Khalifa 
by a Dubai Master Perfumer, and here is a picture of it. It recently dethroned 
DKNY’s Golden Delicious to officially become the most expensive perfume in 
the world. It will cost you 1.29 Million US Dollars. Crazy!


I then did some digging into this perfume mentioned in this story. The bible 
tells us it was made of pure nard. What is that? Well, Nard was a costly 
aromatic perfume, preserved in alabaster containers, and its main ingredient 
was the oil derived from a special flowering plant which grows in the 
Himalayas of Nepal, China, and India.


It was considered very special, and was used to make incense for worship at 
the temple, as well as to anoint bodies for burial. The bible makes it clear, that 
this ladies act of worship was at the costly price of one full years wages! 
Imagine if you had to take your income for twelve months, a whole year, and 
give that all to the Lord in an act of generous worship? Amazing. 


It must have been such a blessing to Jesus. He would have literally smelt her 
offering of worship for many days afterwards. 
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But why did she do it? While the disciples rebuked her for wastefulness, Jesus 
praised her and defended her:


“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done 
a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, and you 
can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. She 
did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to 
prepare for my burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of 
her.” 

We are not told what motivated or prompted this lady’s generosity, but we can 
surmise that she felt that pouring out this offering of worship and generosity to 
Jesus, was worth more to her than the value and security of keeping this 
prized perfume. Jesus was worth it.


I wanted to say this. You do not have to be rich to be generous. You do not 
need to have a lot to be generous. Generosity is about your heart for God and 
his Kingdom. 


This week, someone in our church family anonymously paid R160 000 into the 
church account with the simple reference ‘tithe.’ I mention that, because I 
want you to be blessed in hearing how generous people in this church family 
are. And yes, there are many others, who give different amounts, but those too 
are extremely generous in their circumstances. Generosity is about your heart.


Here’s another thing from this story I want you to see…


• Not everyone understands generosity 
To the disciples, this act of worship did not compute – why did she not take 
the money and give it to the poor and needy? Why waste it? I find it very 
interesting, that in this telling of the story in Mark, that straight after this act of 
generosity, Judas goes out to set Jesus up for betrayal – for money.


His reaction to this generous act of worship is telling. In his heart, his actions, 
his life, seems to be motivated by money. Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples, one 
of those closest to Jesus, was driven to just have more money for himself, and 
he was looking for any opportunity he could get, even betraying his friends 
and master, to get more.   

When we are generous to God and to others, not everyone will understand or 
approve – but this lady acted not to impress the disciples, but to worship and 
bless Jesus. I think her act was a response to God’s love for her.
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Last week I reminded you in the message of the value of our Blessing Fund, 
and how this has been used to help so many people. As it should be, this fund 
is been heavily used over the past few months to help people in our church 
community. Please remember to be generous into this fund as well so that we 
can keep doing this. Here’s the next point;


• Generosity is a response to God’s 
lavish love towards us 
I shared this verse with you last week, and it’s still on my heart, 1 John 3:1;


See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is what we are! 

God has been lavish with us – He is not stingy with His love. Our generosity, is 
a response to God’s generosity. Our God is a giver. This is most clearly seen in 
the ultimate sacrifice of him giving his son, as a ransom for us. Our generosity, 
is a response to his generosity, and here’s the wonderful thing;


• Your generosity is noticed by God 
Sometimes our motives for generosity and giving can be a bit off – some 
people give to be seen, but Jesus says to not let your one hand know what the 
other one is doing, or, our generosity can come with strings attached – 
whether it is to have power over the recipient, to buy favour, or in prosperity 
teaching, to aim to gain back even more. Yet the Bible speaks of the blessing 
of giving freely – giving generously without strings attached;


Proverbs 11:24 says;  

One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, 
but comes to poverty. 25 A generous person will prosper; whoever 
refreshes others will be refreshed. 

I think in this proverb, ‘freely’ is not so much about the amount but more about 
the attitude – of holding on to things lightly. 


Have you heard about the monkey trap? A Monkey trap is a cage or a large 
coconut with a hole in small enough for a monkey’s hand to go into it. Bananas 
or something tasty are put inside it – when the monkey sticks its hand in to 
grab the food, their hand is now too big to pull out of the hole. As long as the 
monkey refuses to open up its hand and let it go, it is trapped. I think many of 
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us are living with our hands clutched around what we have or want, rather than 
living with open hands.


Generosity is about having open hands.


So how are you doing today – are you hands open to God – to bless others 
generously, just as you have been blessed by God? 


I love hearing stories of open hands and generous giving – there are so many 
in this church family who have quietly blessed others as God has led them to 
do, and others who have received that blessing. 


I wanted to encourage you today, as you listen to some of those stories to ask 
yourself, is generosity your norm?


I am going to invite Ron, one of our church Overseers, to come and share with 
us, how Kingdom generosity has impacted his life…
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