
INTRO THE CHURCH I SEE –  
 
When you walk into our church, the first thing you’re greeted with 10 things that are really 
important to us. 10 things that we hold dear. Today is the start of our new series The CHURCH I 
SEE. It’s a series on our church values. Here they are: 
 
Here are our values: 

• Love Jesus above everything 

• Esteem the Word of God 

• Freedom Through Spirit Life 

• Prayer Is Seriously Important 

• Influencing our community 

• Grow and serve in our gifting 

• Family is our heart 

• Generosity is our norm 

• Excellence honours God & inspires 

• Faith-filled big-thinking risk-takers 

 
Some of these are more obvious than others. Like loving Jesus, esteeming His Word.  

• We feel that we need to speak into some of our lesser-known values.  

• How does family look for us? What is Spirit life really? How are we risk takers? 

• Values define our church culture, and those things which we hold dear. You should be 
able to see a value and say: Yeah, I that’s true of this church.   

• We want you to treasure these values because you’ve been touched by them. 
 
Today we’re looking at value 9: EXCELLENCE HONOURS GOD AND INSPIRES 
I’d like to start off by sharing a STORY: 
 
When I went to Starbucks in New York. When I used the loo, I was astonished that they 
provided their patrons with 2-ply toilet paper! Not the one-ply that churches often use that 
tends to disappear when you use it! I discovered that 2-ply is a standard that Starbucks has in 
all their stores. I was so taken aback that I took it back to Lighthouse and to this day, Lighthouse 
Family Church still uses 2-ply toilet paper!  
The company QUOTE: “wanted to maintain its ‘affordable luxury’ brand image and felt that by 
switching to cheaper paper, its $4 coffees couldn’t be justifiable.”  
I thought, interesting: Sometimes the attitude, if it ain’t broke, then why fix it, can do more 
damage to a reputation than good. Excellence goes the extra mile! 
 
Today we’re going to look at a story in the book of Daniel. Turn with me to chapter 5  
 
It’s the story of Belshazzar (Nebuchadnezzar’s son) 
Throws a party and it’s a big party – about 1000 people there 
The wine is flowing. He has an idea to up his party’s vibe. 
He says you know what will make this better, remember when my father conquered Jerusalem 
and plundered a bunch of gold vessels. Let’s drink from those vessels. 
 
These were the golden vessels from Solomon’s day, when they built the temple.  
This is not going to go well for Belshazzar – It’s deeply dis-respecful to God…  
 



Let’s read from verse 5  
5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the 
wall of the king's palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it 
wrote. 6 Then the king's color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave 
way, and his knees knocked together. 7 The king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, 
the Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king declared[b] to the wise men of 
Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed 
with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck and shall be the third ruler in the 
kingdom.” 8 Then all the king's wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or 
make known to the king the interpretation. 9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, 
and his color changed, and his lords were perplexed. 

Think about what’s happening here. They’re having a JOL, and these fingers appear and they 
start writing on the wall! The king goes sheet white, he’s nervous, and he identifies that it’s 
spiritual because look at who he calls. He’s so desperate that he offers them big rewards.  

10 The queen,[c] because of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banqueting 
hall, and the queen declared, “O king, live forever! Let not your thoughts alarm you or 
your color change. 11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods.[d] In the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom 
of the gods were found in him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the 
king—made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, CHECK 
VERSE 12: 12 because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret 
dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king 
named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.” 
 

Here’s what she’s saying: There’s a guy who your father really trusted. His name is Daniel. He 
has an excellent spirit. He can solve problems. Daniel is your guy! So Daniel is brought down to 
interpret the fingers. 
 

DANIEL INTERPRETS THE Fingers to say 3 things:  

• The days of your reign have been numbered 

• You have been weighed and you’ve come up short  

• Your kingdom is divided 
 

That very night the king was killed. 
 
Stay with me here: Let’s finish up with 3rd verse of chapter 6  
 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps, 
because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 
 
Little does he know that Daniel’s only been in that role for the last 5 minutes.  

 God positions Daniel to be in a position of influence to be in the next world power called 
Persia. Darius sees in Daniel the same thing that Nebuchadnezzar saw. It’s the same 
wording. because an excellent spirit was in him.  

 

 The reward for excellence, is increased influence. Increased responsibility. The reward 
isn’t financial, it’s authority and responsibility.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%205&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21882b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%205&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21885c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%205&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21886d


Here’s the temptation: We see that and say yeah, well if I had that job, adviser to the king, I’d 
also do my best, but I’m not, my life is dull and boring and what I do doesn’t matter. 
 
Daniel had a 40 year career with Nebuchadnezzar, and within that time, how many dreams did 
Daniel interpret? 2. That’s 2 exciting weeks out of 40 years! Sometimes we read Bible stories 
and we think, wow, that’s a good story but it’s not my life.  
Daniel possessed and excellent spirit. He was not self-seeking, he committed himself 
completely to whatever he did. 
 
A big key to excellence is found in Col 3:23 
23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men 
 
What I do, however big or small, is unto the Lord. 
 
STORY OF SERVING AT YOUTH – In my early teens, I carried the sound around.  
Yes it became tiring, but it was unto the Lord! Excellence doesn’t seeks man’s reward! 
 

 Your whole life is worship to God. Everything you do! Why should I do my best at work 
when there’s this policy in place, or this person….BECAUSE WE’RE CALELD TO 

 
Work unto the Lord, as if God hired you, why? Because he did! And he’s the one who 
promotes.  
 
Too many of us are sojourners in life. Put down roots where he has put you. Don’t be waiting 
for the season to be over. The question to ask is: God what is my assignment? What have you 
assigned me to do in this season? And do it until he reveals the next thing. Serve unto the Lord.  
 
GOD SHOWED US THE GREATEST FORM OF EXCELLENCE THROUGH SENDING HIS SON.  
He gave us his perfect son. He wasn’t half-hearted about it. 
 
CLOSE 
 
Part of being excellent is being involved, not only worshipping God through your work, your 
family. Etc…but also through ministry and through the church. 
 
Today we’re saying, come and be excellent with us and volunteer. So they our church can be 
excellent for our community. Because that’s how we reach them.  
 
All you have to do is go to our webpage, and click on Volunteer on the home page. (Slide)  
 

• Kids Church – helpers and leaders 

• Dream Team – welcome, coffee, hosting, parking 

• Production Team – Camera, lighting, church online, sound 

• Worship Team – Speak to Sino 

• Nurture Team – hospitality & care team, meals for our worship team. Why, because we 
want to love and care for all of our people 

• Missions – Supporting our missionaries, and getting involved 
 


