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Romans Series 6:15-7:25 

Our struggle with sin 
ood morning church. It has been a difficult week for many in our church 

community, with the impact of COVID-19 still very present and real. We 

continue to press forward in faith and hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But if you’re heavy hearted, I want to say; it’s okay to be hurting. 
 

I was so sad to hear of the passing of Peter Spoor, a retired pastor from our 

church. I was talking to his wife Dorothy just a few days ago on the phone, and 

little did I know, it would be the last time I would be talking to her as well, as 

she joined her husband in heaven just a few days after. 

 

 
 

The Lord knows all the days of our lives, and we believe both Peter & Dorothy 

are now fully home, with the Lord. It is a season of loss, which means it is also 

a time when we who are still anticipating the return of the Lord, need to stick 

together, support one another, encourage one another, and pray for one 

another. 
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The bible says in Ephesians 6; 

 
“Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters. Keep your eyes 

open. Keep each other’s spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops 

out.” (Eph 6:18, Message) 

So please be in prayer for John Rowe, whose body has been weakening in his 

struggle with cancer, he is now in special palliative care and is very weak. Pray 

for Megan his wife who is struggling to face this. She needs our 

encouragement. 
 

Pray for Lyn Campbell, her husband Ron, and the Lombard family. Lyn took a 

nasty fall and had to go in for a heart stent over the weekend. I know you guys 

are watching as a family. We are praying for Lyn, and for you all. 

Let’s take some time to pray now… 
 

Amen. If you’re watching online. Why don’t you participate, type an ‘Amen!’ in 

the comment section. Let us know you’re with us and agree! 

Today we are continuing in our Romans series, season one, two more Sundays 

before we take a breather from it for a while. In last week’s service, Pastor 

Tristan shared with us very clearly, that sin is a very serious barrier between us 

and God. Thankfully, through Jesus’ death, we have been justified and can be 

reconciled with God! 

But Paul is not done there, because although sin has been dealt with in a 

‘legal’ sense, it is still very much with us, and a part of our lives. So, Paul 

continues to address some big issues about sin, and its influence in our lives. 

So I’ve called message today; 

 

Our struggle with sin 

The Christian life, is a blessed life, it is an exciting life, it is a joy-filled life, but, 

if we’re really honest, there are also many moments of struggle. Not only with 

hardship, but also with sin. 

Who of you remember playing tug-of-war? I used to love tug-of-war. I went to 

a boys only school, Grey High, and playing tug-of-war with your friends was so 

much fun! 

I had the best of intentions to have a tug-of-war moment here this morning 

between some of the staff. I even got a ‘proper rope’ from Ron Clarke, but with 

us running with only a skeleton crew here today, we will have to do it another 

time! Tug-of-war is so much fun! 
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But, when you become a Christian, and you grow in your walk with the Lord, 

you realise that there is a different kind of tug-of-war in life, that is not so fun, 

it is the spiritual war between your flesh and your spirit. Between heaven and 

hell, between righteousness and unrighteousness, and in many ways, you feel 

like you’re the rope, you’re constantly being pulled in different directions. 

Some days, it feels like you’re winning, and other days, you’re loosing. Some 

days it’s better, some days it’s worse. How many of you, literally, right now, 

could admit, that your life feels like a tug-of-war? I can. I can relate, and not 

only me, but the apostle Paul as well. In our scripture today, we are going to 

see Paul, the great man of God, express his own personal struggle with sin. 

This is the ultimate tug-of-war. The ultimate struggle we all face. 

So let’s dive into it! The first thing we need to get out of the way, is the whole 

issue of freedom, and who or what it is, that we are ultimately serving. We pick 

up where Pastor Tristan left off last week, follow along with me in Romans 

6:15; 

 
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under 

grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to 

someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether 

you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads 

to righteousness? (Romans 6:15, NIV) 
 

In our society today, slavery is something that is rightly rejected and abolished. 

As a church, we believe in the equal dignity and right to freedom of every 

single human being. But we have to remember that in that day, in Rome, the 

Roman Church were still living in a culture where slavery was the norm. 

They would have been very familiar with the concept of slavery – after all, 

some of them may well have been slaves, others may have owned slaves, or 

even been freed slaves – because it was very much part of the Roman society. 

So the concept of having a Master to serve was very familiar to them. 

So Paul is now going to use this analogy to help them understand the struggle 

we all face with true freedom from sin, and he is going to explain to them, and 

us, that; 

 

you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which 

leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness 

(Underlined) 
 

Ultimately, most of us like to think of ourselves as free, independent, 

completely autonomous, captains of our own fate and our destiny. I make my 

own decisions. It’s my life. But what Paul is trying to teach us, is that we are all 
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living under something, or someone. Something or someone is ruling over us. 

Paul describes that as a ‘master.’ 

It’s something that controls you, your emotions, your spending, your decision 

making, your behaviour. I’ll give you a few examples; 

I know many of you went into the army for national service. I just missed it as 

conscription ended just before I finished high school. I know how many of you 

who went, love to tell war-stories of the difficult training and discipline you had 

to endure! And I know, how you all very quickly realised, that although you 

were finished school, you were certainly not free! 
 

You might have been free from your old headmaster, but you now had a new 

master, and he was called a sergeant. If he told you to run, you ran! Maybe at 

first you were very naive, and you told him; “Sorry mate, I don’t do running.” 

That probably never ended well for you. He probably told you, and I will be 

polite here; “I don’t care.” And you ended up running for your life! Right?! 

Pushups? Sorry sersant, not my thing. Well, sorry for you, it is now! You don’t 

like authority? Oh, you will. And you did what you were told, right? Because 

you had a new master. 

Now in life, many of the masters we now have might not be a physical person 

like that sergeant, but they are things that have rule over us, in just as powerful 

a way. 

For some people, work has become a master. A workaholic has made work 

their master. So they have to keep working! No matter what. They can’t go 

home and be with their family, because they have to work! They can’t spend 

time with God or his people, because they have to work! Work is their master. 
 

For some people, money has become a master. So they can’t be generous, 

because they might not have enough for themselves! Greed and having more 

has become all consuming. Jesus taught us this; 

 

No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 

other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve both God and money. (Matthew 6:24, NIV) 

So many of the decisions that we make in life, more often than not, are all 

connected to the ‘master’ we have. An alcoholic serves their master. They are 

not free. A drug addict serves their master. They are not free. A person who is 

sexually promiscuous, serves their lust. They are not free. A person who is 

anxiety bound, serves their master. They are trapped in the grip of fear. 
 

Paul is saying, if anything, or anyone, but Jesus, is over your life as a master, 

you are not free. You are a slave to that master. Even if you claim there is 
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nothing in your life that controls you, but you are not submitted to Jesus, I 

would argue you are still in the control of something. 

Now I know some of you will want to reject this idea, and try and argue, and 

say, why can’t I just be my own master? I want to be my own master! You can 

try. But I can assure you, that Jesus has a better plan for your life than you do. 

You’re better off in his hands, than in your own. 

The poet, William Henley famously wrote: 

 
“I am the master of my fate: I am the captain of my soul.” - William Ernest 

Henley 

It sounds good. But it’s deceiving. The reality is that no one, no one, is truly 

their own master – God reminds us here that we either serve sin, or we serve 

Him. 

So who is your master? What is your struggle? What’s your thing? Is it pride, 

control, pleasure, beauty, anger, sex, porn, money, power, comfort, people 

pleasing? What is your thing? What is mastering you? And in your deepest 

struggle, the tug-of-war, in those moments when you have a decision to make, 

do you pick unrighteousness, or righteousness? Will you serve the old master, 

or, will you do what Jesus, your new master tells you to do? 

Let’s read further from verse 17; 

 
17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you 

have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now 

claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have 

become slaves to righteousness. 19 I am using an example from everyday 

life because of your human limitations. 

Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever- 

increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to 

righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you 

were free from the control of righteousness. 

This is the good news… for the believer, we have… 

 

A new Master 

Everyone say, “A new master.” … When you become a believer, you receive a 

new master. It is like you have a transfer of Master, or a change of allegiance. 

You are no longer a slave to sin, but a slave to righteousness. 
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John Stott put it this way: 

 
“It is impossible to be neutral. Every person has a master – either God or 

sin. A Christian is not someone who cannot sin, but someone who is no 

longer a slave to sin. He or she belongs to God.” - John Stott 
 

But what is key to these verses about sin is our part in the transfer of 

allegiance process – Jesus’ death and resurrection paid the penalty for sin, but 

it certainly does not make us incapable of sin – sin is still a challenge, a 

temptation, a problem. We are used to sin and its habits – they are familiar and 

have been our old Master for a long time, so switching over is like learning a 

new culture, and a new way of doing things – it does not come easily. 

 
That is why we are told to make a choice: Just as you used to offer 

yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so 

now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 

(Underlined) 

 
So much of our spiritual growth involves our decisions, our choices. We need 

to make that shift in thinking and our actions, to come under the service of 

Jesus, and to change our allegiance – there is no magic wand that makes us 

sin proof! 

Now if you are a Christian, a believer, and you’re listening to this, I know you 

are going to be okay. You can handle this! But if you are still seeking, still 

exploring what it means to believe in Jesus, and to follow him. I know this can 

be difficult. Here is what I want to say to you. 

Please don’t be put off by all this talk about sin. I want you to know that the 

God we serve is a God of forgiveness, and grace. He loves you so much. I 

know that me talking about all your sin won’t win you over, it will be the 

kindness of God that does that, when you realise all that he has done for you 

and set you free from. 

I want you to know that you don’t need to be perfect to come to him. He will 

take you as you are, but he loves you too much to let you stay as you are. 

When we surrender our lives to him, he will change you. He changes our 

hearts. And at some point you will find yourself saying; “I don’t want to do this 

stuff anymore, I want to be closer to Jesus. I don’t like my old masters. I like 

my new master more. I want to please him and be more like him.” 

Now, how do you know if you have been truly set free from your old master, to 

the new master? 

Well, you might not be perfect, but the things you used to be proud of, you are 

now ashamed of. 
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Look at what it says verse 21; 

 
21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now 

ashamed of? Those things result in death! 

As we grow as Christians, we become more sensitive to sin, and things we 

used to boast about, we are now ashamed of. I have seen this happen with 

some friends of mine, they used to boast about how drunk they got, but now 

they are ashamed of that old behaviour. 

Read on with me, Verse 22; 

 
22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves 

of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal 

life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Paul talks here of two ways, wages and gifts. Sin pays wages. The only wage 

that sin can pay is death. We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of 

God, and ultimately, God knows all of our sins. God’s standard is holiness, and 

we have all missed the mark. 

But this is where the good news comes in, Jesus does not pay wages. He 

gives good gifts. Jesus went to the cross and paid our debt, he paid the 

wage, the wage was death. He died the death we should have died. 

Our new master conquered sin, our new master conquered death, demons, 

condemnation, and he comes to us and says, I love you, I choose you, and he 

sets us free! He makes us free. And if the son sets you free, you are free 

indeed. 
 

There may be some people listening to me today, who think they are free, but 

they are still slaves, and only Jesus sets slaves free. So this is where some of 

you today literally need to give your sin to Jesus, let him conquer your old 

master, of sin, and set you free. If that’s you, you need to give him your sin, 

receive him as saviour and your new master. 

There may be many others, who are christians, Jesus has set you free, justified 

you, but there are still things in your life that you still believe you are a slave 

too. It’s a deep root. Don’t try to hide it. You don’t need to let it control you 

anymore. You can be truly free. It is so sad that so many of God’s children, 

although they are set free, they still think and act like slaves. 

So that’s the big idea in these verses, we have a new master, and he wants us 

to experience true freedom. 
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In this next passage, we are going to be introduced to another metaphor, in 

chapter 6, Paul used the example of slavery, and in chapter 7, he is going to 

use the example of marriage. Some would say… that they are very similar… 

No, that’s a joke. A bad joke. Naughty Neil! 

Here is the next point, for the believer, we are married to the Lord! 

 

A new marriage 

Everyone say, “A new marriage.” … Paul describes the old way, and the law, 

as something like a bad marriage. But in Christ, because our old life is dead, 

we now belong to God, and we are in a new covenant relationship with him, 

that is meant to be like a beautiful marriage. 

Follow along with me in chapter 7 verse 1; 

 
Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking to those who 

know the law—that the law has authority over someone only as long as 

that person lives? 2 For example, by law a married woman is bound to her 

husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released 

from the law that binds her to him. (Romans 7:1-2, NIV) 

 
3 So then, if she has sexual relations with another man while her husband 

is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is 

released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another 

man. 

 
4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of 

Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the 

dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. (Romans 7:3-4, NIV) 

They one asked Billy Graham’s wife, Ruth, if she ever considered divorcing 

him. She replied; “No, I have never once considered divorcing Billy Graham, 

but many times I have considered murdering him!” Welcome to marriage! 

Jokes aside, Paul is saying, the relationship continues as long as you’re both 

alive. 

Let me just say, this is not the definitive passage on the biblical view of divorce 

and remarriage. For that, we‘d have to look at several Scriptures to understand 

this completely. In other words, this passage is not so much teaching about 

marriage, but is instead, it is an illustration, that we have been released from 

the law, and have entered into a new relationship with Christ. Paul‘s main point 

is that when we‘re trying to live by the law, we are bound to the law. 
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So what Paul is saying is, before Christ, we all start married to the law. But 

when Jesus died, we died, he fulfilled our obligations to the law, freed us from 

the Law, and we are now freed to be married to God, not married to the law 

anymore. So in some ways, it’s like a re-marriage. It’s literally, a new covenant. 
 

So my friend, have you said “I do” to Jesus? Have you given your life, to him 

alone. In sickness and in health. For riches or for poorer? 

Many people have been happy to date Jesus. They are happy to just be going- 

out, that way, deep down, they think it’s easier to dump him if it doesn’t work 

out. Don’t play games with God my friend. For some, today needs to be a day 

of new vows. A new relationship with Jesus. For others, maybe you need to 

renew your vows with God today. 

It is an incredible truth, that the church, God’s people, are his bride, and Jesus 

is the bridegroom. It’s incredible, because when you’re married to someone, 

like I am to Shelley, you have a personal relationship with them. I think we 

would all do well, to think long and hard, about what our marriage, our 

betrothal to Jesus really means. Is your life bearing the fruit of this truth? 
 

In this context, of this new marriage to Jesus, verse 5 reminds us that we must 

not try to go back to the law, that previous marriage, or covenant, and rather 

press forward, and stick with Jesus, serving in the power of the Spirit! I love 

this… 

 
5 For when we were in the realm of the flesh, the sinful passions aroused 

by the law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for death. 6 But now, 

by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so 

that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the 

written code. (Rom 7:5-6, NIV) 

Because of this, the old law no longer applies – it has served its purpose. We 

died to that old life, and that marriage covenant is no longer in effect. We are 

now free to live and serve in the new way of the Spirit. 

Are you going that? Are you serving in the new way of the Spirit? Next week 

the passage is all about Spirit life. Life in the Spirit! It’s going to be refreshing, 

after some of the heavy truth we have been wrestling with recently! 

So, how does Paul begin to wrap up this text today? Look with me at verse 7; 

 
7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I 

would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I 

would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, 

“You shall not covet.” 
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Paul is not saying that the law was bad, but rather that its purpose was never 

salvation, its purpose was to highlight sin, and our need for salvation and 

grace. 
 

True freedom, comes from a relationship with Jesus, not a relationship with the 

law. That’s good stuff. Let me repeat that… True freedom, comes from a 

relationship with Jesus, not a relationship with the law. 

Okay, you all still with me? Good, we are nearly there! Let’s read on from verse 

8; 

 
8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, 

produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was 

dead. 9 Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment 

came, sin sprang to life and I died. 10 I found that the very commandment 

that was intended to bring life actually brought death. (Romans 7:8-10) 

11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, 

deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. 12 So then, 

the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. 

(Romans 7:11-12) 

 
13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! 

Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognised as sin, it used what is 

good to bring about my death, so that through the commandment sin 

might become utterly sinful. (Romans 7:13) 
 

Paul here talks further about the struggle, the tug-of-war with sin. The way that 

it deceives, the way that it produces total utter depravity. Sin tries to seize 

opportunity in our lives. The danger and deception of sin is so real friends. 

Don’t fall down that slippery slope. 

The word deceive means to beguile, to seduce, to lead someone astray, to 

make them loose their way. Think about the deception of sin. Think about the 

lies it tries to get you to believe. Lies like.. 

“You’re not as sinful as the Bible says you are. In fact, you are really a good 

person.” 

“What God says, is unreasonable and oppressive.” 
 

“This isn’t really sin, anyway. You’re not angry; just frustrated. It’s not adultery; 

it’s just a relationship. You’re not lying; you’re just stretching the truth.” 

“Go ahead and do it. No one will ever know. Just delete your browsing 

history.” 
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“Everyone’s doing it. You deserve to have some fun as well." 
 

“You can’t stop this sin, or break this addition, because you’ve been doing it 

so long.” 

“This will satisfy you, relax you, fulfill you, and make you truly happy.” 

“You won’t get caught.” 

“God will forgive you anyway.” 
 

Then, after sinning, we hear these words: “Now you’ve really messed up. God 

will never forgive you now.” 

Don‘t underestimate the deceitfulness of sin friend. As someone has said; “If 

you hang around the creek long enough, you’re eventually going to fall in.” 

This is why accountability is so important in every believers life. We all have 

blindspots. But it will take men and women who are willing to be sincere, to be 

vulnerable, to be honest. That is our final point today. 

 

A new honesty 

Everyone say, “A new honesty.” … In this final passage we will read today, we 

are going to see the Apostle Paul, be brutally honest about his own struggle 

with sin. Check it out with me. Verse 14; 

 
14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to 

sin. 15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but 

what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the 

law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living 

in me. 

How many of you would say, that’s me! I hate that, but I did it again. This is the tug-

of-war. This is the struggle. To help explain, I will give you a silly example. 

It was Nathan’s birthday on Friday, my boytjie turned 10 years old! And like 

every birthday, we had cake in the house. Really good chocolate cake. And 

I’ve really been trying hard over the past few weeks to workout hard, to eat 

well, no junk food. I did not want to blow up like a puffer fish this winter. 

And I’ve been doing okay. But on that table on Friday, was that chocolate 

cake. It was there, looking like the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. And 

I should of simply passed it by. I should of been eating clean protein and 

bunny food. But I could not. And I failed. I had not just one piece, not just two, 

but three. What I wanted to do, I did not do, what I hate, I do. 
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More seriously though, how many of you can relate to that kind of struggle 

with more serious sin struggles. You intended to do the right thing, and then 

you just went ahead and totally did the wrong thing, and afterwards, you were 

like; “What was I thinking!!!!” 

This is the struggle, we are new in Christ, we have a new master, we have a 

new marriage, but we are not yet perfect, and the new part of us, hates the old 

part of us, and the old habits, hate the new habits. Paul goes on… 

 
18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful 

nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do— 

this I keep on doing. 

20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is 

sin living in me that does it. 21 So I find this law at work: Although I want 

to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being I delight in 

God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the 

law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within 

me. 

24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is 

subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus 

Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but 

in my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 

You see friends, the big truth I take from this, is that as Christians, we are not 

perfect, we are made new through Jesus, we have a new master, a new 

marriage, but we are not yet perfect. We still mess up. We still make mistakes, 

but… there is a growing change in us, there is a change in our desires, that 

makes us want to be more like Jesus. 
 

I think big difference between Christians and non-Christians, is not that 

Christians are now perfect, not at all, but there is a difference in desire, what 

we now want, has now changed. We no longer want to do things that 

displease our new master, our new Lord to whom we are married. 
 

When it comes to this passage of Paul, I know there is a lot of debate between 

Christians. Some think, is Paul describing himself before he was a Christian? 

Or was he describing some kind of Carnal Christian who is still enslaved to 

their sin? Why, if Paul is now a believer, is he struggling so much with sin still? 
 

I will tell you why. Paul was not a Carnal Christian, or a perfect Christian, he 

was simply an honest Christian. They are rare you know, but you do get them! 
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Friend, I believe God is calling us to a a new master, a new marriage, and a 

new honesty. We have learned through Romans, that we are new, but we are 

not yet perfect. 

Only believers who are growing in intimacy with Jesus, growing in sensitivity to 

sin, and following the leading of the Holy Spirit, walking in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, are willing to expose deep struggles in their own hearts, minds, 

and conscience. Paul was there. He saw God’s holiness and goodness, and it 

led him to grieve over his own sinfulness. 

So for me, this is the confession of a mature Christian. If you are willing to 

count in these verses, Paul uses the word ‘I’ about 24 times. He is not talking 

about someone else. He is sharing his heart with us, this is Pauls heart share. 

He is a honest man. Revealing the very real tug-of-war, the very real struggle, 

of wanting to serve God, but the reality of still having a sinful nature. 

I know, from a lot of personal experience, that once you become a follower of 

Jesus you are not suddenly made perfect. Yes, legally, you become justified, 

you are not held liable to God for your sin anymore – the consequences and 

judgement has been taken on by Jesus. But the reality is, that you and I still 

mess up. We don’t want to, but we do. 

Could I ask, not arrogantly, not sarcastically, but sincerely, for us to be honest 

Christians, like Paul. 

Be honest 

Paul said; 

 
What a wretched man I am! (Romans 7:24) 

 

If you want to overcome sin in your life, The first step is to acknowledge that it 

is truly a problem. Paul was not afraid to acknowledge his struggle with sin. He 

called himself the Chief Sinner! A wretched man! Paul was honest, and 

humble. 
 

Be humble 

Paul said; 

 
Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? (Romans 7:24) 

 

Paul recognised, that he was not able to rescue himself from sin – he had tried 

that and failed. He needed a saviour. Self-help would not work. He realised he 

needed God-help. Don’t try to overcome your sin on your own. Call on the 

one, who is able to save and rescue you; 
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Be delivered 

Paul thanked God; 

 
Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

(Romans 7:25) 

We can only find true freedom and deliverance from sin in our lives, through 

God’s help – and thankfully, He wants to help us, and He does help us. We live 

in this tension of having been saved legally from sin, but not fully delivered 

from our sinful nature yet. We are still in a process called sanctification - of 

growing to be more like Jesus. Finally, 

Be hopeful 

Remember that Jesus died, so that we could experience forgiveness once for 

all, and on a daily basis. Don’t let Satan spread out all your sins in front of you, 

and try to convince you that there is no hope. Because of Jesus, we have the 

victory! 
 

So if you struggle with a particular area of sin this week what will you do? 

What is the next step for you? Is it prayer? Is it baptism? Is it a small group? Is 

it counselling? Is it giving yourself to Jesus? 

Some of you may be feeling the effects of this tug-of-war in your life, and you 

don’t know what to do. Don’t give up and give in. You can be free! 

Obey your new master, be faithful in your new marriage, and walk in a new 

honesty. 

Let’s pray together… 


