
Romans 2:16-3:31 - 
Series: Romans
Theme:  God – Creator – Saviour – Judge 
This sermon is about why we need Jesus – the Saviour.

Introduction

The section we are dealing with at the moment is Romans 1 to 8.  
It gives us the good news about the righteousness of God.  It 
takes us from the bad news of our state and how God gives us the
good news of His answer to our sinfulness.

The wrath of God is revealed from heaven (1:18) but we have  
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (5:1).
We are facing the Judge for our condemnation (2:1ff) but through
Jesus Christ’s work on the Cross for us, by faith, there is no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (8:1ff).
While all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (3:23) 
those who have in Christ are justified by His grace – declared 
righteous, so that the great Judgement Day which all of us will 
face will not be a day of terror.  
This message, then, is why we need a Saviour. 

Reading: Romans 3:21-31
“21  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has 
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.   
22  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference,   23  for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God,   24  and are justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ 
Jesus. 
25  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith
in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in 
his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 



unpunished—  26  he did it to demonstrate his justice at the 
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those 
who have faith in Jesus...”

1. Creator – Creature relations
“God will judge the world” (3:1-20)

a. 5 Creator-Creature views of God that I have come across:
There is no God – there is no reason to consider the matter.  
God is not scientifically verifiable; it is a human invention, and
need not be taken seriously;
There might be a God – possibly loving or disinterested, but 
He is no concern of mine.  This is a view of an agnostic.  There
might be some reason why a God exists, but I am not 
interested in such a being, and don’t believe I have to be 
concerned about it;
God is in everything – He’s a kind of feeling or a force of 
nature;
God is angry – He’s is vengeful, hurtful and a painful thought;
God is Creator and final Judge – to be feared, without hope.

> Our views of God are related to or affect how we view the 
world and how we live in it.  

b. 5 views of how we live in this world, based on our God-view:
There is no God:  This view, in my opinion, tempts such a 
believer into a cynical view of life; or, tends towards a despair.
Take what you can – In the end, there’s nothing.  When you’re
dead, you’re dead; but avoid despair;
There might be a God:  Live a good life; Live a good life, make
the best of it – each to his own – take the bad with the good –
enjoy what you can, and in the end, you will have tried your 
best;
God is in everything:  Be at peace with nature – and if you’re 



at peace with nature, you’ll be at peace with yourself and 
everyone else – look within; though life disappoints make 
peace not war; follow the stars; go with the force; and 
hopefully it will all work out; 
God is angry:  This world owes you- get your rights, or break 
stuff, burn, and bellow out your protest.  This is fertile ground 
for ideologies, for living for a cause, for revolutions.  An 
attitude of intolerance might lead to persuasions of, “If you 
don’t agree with me, I’ll cut you off; or I’ll cancel you out; or 
I’ll write you off; and I’ll never forgive any mess you’ve made 
against me.”  It’s a hard, unredeeming, abrasive way of 
handling life.
God is Creator and final Judge:  Be good, follow the laws, do 
your duty – A day of reckoning is coming. Do what’s right and 
hopefully your good will outweigh the bad and you’ll get 
through Judgement Day.

My impression of these attitudes, as I have observed in 
people today, is that these views of God do not help us with 
the state of our souls, and the peace we need in order to face 
our accountability and responsibility as creatures in Creation. 

This is why the three terms we dealing with this morning are 
so important for investigation: Creator – Saviour – coming 
Judge.  This is a God-concept that is a real answer to the 
human problem.

2. The Sin problem – the need of a Saviour
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (v23)
a. “For all have sinned” – the word sin, “hamartia” means to
“fall short”.  Sin is falling short of God’s glory.  Sin as “falling 
short” is sometimes illustrated as falling short of a target.

  



But being short of God’s target is way bigger than that. God’s
standard of righteousness compared with our efforts is 
sometimes illustrated as jumping across a great distance, like 
from Table Mountain to the deep waters of Camp’s Bay.  
Most of us can jump 1 or 2 meters; the best of us can do a 
running jump and clear 7m!  But anyone who jumps off Table 
Mountain towards Camps Bay will die.  This is to illustrate 
what sin is against God’s standard.  We will never measure up.
And the penalty of sin is death (Romans 6:23).

But the weakness in this type of illustration is that we’re 
supposedly jumping in the right direction.  But in Sin, we’re 
actually not.  In this Romans 3:23 definition of Sin, “falling 
short” is about being opposite to what we’re meant to be.
An illustration that I need to ask your forgiveness for is one of 
my own experience of how I came to see my sinfulness and 
my need of a Saviour.

I grew up in a good, privileged home.  I was taught to help 
around the home.  I was washing dishes before I could reach 
the taps, cutting the lawn from the age of nine, running 
errands, and fitting in with the duties of home life.  

The whole idea was be good; do as you’re told; no smoking; 
no vandalism; take no part in a riot or protest.  And Sunday 
was a day of rest; no swimming on Sundays.  The rules of the 
home included, no partying, no going to movie theatres – 
until the Sound of Music came along.  The family decided that
was all right.  Off they went.  But not me.  I was a seven or 
eight year old, and I thought that they were inconsistent with 
the rules – bunch of sinners.  I stayed at home.  I was good 
child.  Until I got onto the Baptist Youth team.  



On the team I once met a student who had just finished his 
studies, whom I asked what he liked doing.  He said that he 
liked analysing people.  I said, “Ok, analyse me.”  He asked me
to sign my name.  He looked at it and said that I might have a 
nasty streak.  I was freaked out.  Was that true of me?  

One day on leave from studies, I was busy outside the house, 
and my mother called me in for dinner.  If it’s time for dinner, 
you drop what you’re doing and get to the table.  At that 
moment, an anger welled up inside me because I really was 
not ready or willing to give up what I was doing.  In my vent, I 
hurled a spar that I had in my hand to peg it into the log that 
was in front of me.  It was a bad aim.  Instead of going into 
the log, it deflected off the edge and hurtled up towards my 
mother and just missed her face, crashing into a pipe to her 
left.  She cried out in fright and I froze at what I had done.  I 
had just demonstrated truly a nasty streak deep in my soul.  
And I had nearly killed my mother.  

I came to personally understand that you can have everything
right in your background.  But when it really comes down to 
it, I was in Sin.  I had a problem with my soul.  

This illustrates the point that we have to take responsibility of 
who we are inside.  According to this God-concept, the point 
of the common human condition goes like this:  In our 
sinfulness we dishonour God’s character, we defile His 
Creation, we disgrace His purpose, and we resist His work.  
We need a Saviour.

 
3. Creator-Saviour-Judge
 “justified freely through the grace through the redemption 



that came by Jesus Christ.  God presented Him as a sacrifice 
of atonement... so as to be just and the one who justifies 
those who have faith in Jesus” (v24-26).

“Atonement” means to deflect what was due to me.  This is 
what Jesus Christ did on our behalf.  He deflected on Himself 
what was due us.  “He became Sin for us that we might 
become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

a. Jesus:  God’s external answer to my internal problem.

Sin is our condition, being part of the human race.  
Sin needs judgement.  
God has brought Jesus Christ into history to take God’s 
judgement due us upon Himself.  
He did this on the Cross as an atonement for Sin, so that a 
legal declaration by God may be given: “Justified” – cleared of
the condemnation of Sin.  
His work is, therefore, a redeeming act which buys us out of 
slavery of Sin into the freedom of His family.
That is the Good News of the Gospel from an external, 
historical point of view.  

God worked in Jesus Christ on
our behalf.  Faith is placed in
that external work of God in
Christ.

When we believe God’s work in Christ, He justifies us feely by 
His grace.  He does the whole work of salvation in us, taking 
us to Himself, declaring us righteous on the merits of Jesus 
Christ, and sets us free from the bondage of Sin.
Jesus Christ, the Saviour, has saved us then by faith in His 



blood shed on the Cross.  We rise with Him as the 
Resurrected One who overcame Sin, Death, Satan, and a 
broken human history.

b. Jesus as Saviour has also an internal work to be done by faith 
inside of us.
We sin sins because of our Sinfulness.  When we receive Jesus
as Saviour, we then as members of His family walk the rest of 
our days for His glory, rather than with an attitude or God 
concept that falls short of it.
When we face our sins, and keep short accounts of them, we 
face the reality of the wrath of God against sin, and we come 
to Jesus with a confessing heart, trusting Him for forgiveness 
for our sins.  
This appeal is based on His advocacy.  He stands before God 
as God the Son who points to His work of atonement on the 
Cross, and makes the blood of His death on our behalf the 
basis for our forgiveness of our sins.  
He moves through forgiveness into a deep cleansing from the 
root causes of our sin, so that we are clean.  It is a deeply 
moving reality to  be clean on the inside.

The Apostle John writes of this internal work of faith: “1:9  If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.   10  If we 
claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and 
his word has no place in our lives.  2:1  My dear children, I 
write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does 
sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defence—
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.   2:2  He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the 
sins of the whole world” (1 John 1:9 – 2:2).



I ask you to consider these things, and to think about the 
Good News as an offer for your own choice.  If you believe 
that this is for you, you may
take your burden to the
Cross, lay it down as you
believe God’s work for you as
Saviour, and trust Him that
He has dealt with your Sin,
made atonement for you, and justifies you by faith, and sets 
you free to be one of His family.  (The diagram above, from 
the Good News Bible, shows it beautifully1). 

By the power of His resurrection you may live in Him, and 
walk with Him as one who can face Judgement Day without 
terror, clothed in His righteousness – the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ.  He forgives and cleanses, as we walk in the new 
life He gives.  This is the Good News of the Gospel.

1  Annie Vallotton - Romans 6:4  -  Good News Translation in Today’s English Version- Second Ed. Copyright © 
1992 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.  


