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Romans Series 5:1-11 

Reasons to Hope 
T ime to get into the word of God today. Please could I ask you to stand, if 

you are here at King of Kings, or watching at home, let’s stand, out of 
respect and love for the word of God, as we read it together publicly, we 

know that it pleases God, that we give honour to it.


Romans chapter 5, verse 1-11;


Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained 
access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  

And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also 
glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope 
does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.  
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6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, 
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.  

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we 
be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how 
much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!  

11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

This is the word of the Lord.


Today I have titled the message;


Reasons to Hope 
How many of you learnt this year, that you had hope in the wrong thing? 


After Christmas, many of us hoped this would be a better year than last year. 
Well, that never worked out! Perhaps you were hoping for better heath, or you 
hoped that things at work would somehow improve, or that you could come 
back to church on Sundays! We all had hopes.


Hope in a vaccine. Hope in a political party. Hope in governmental officials. 
Hope in the economy. I’m not sure how much of that has worked out for us! 
But here is the good news today. If today, all you have got left is God, maybe 
that is not such a bad thing, because anything we place our hope in, over God, 
will always prove to be false hope.


I know that this year has been rough, and I trust that our time together in 
Romans has been spiritually strengthening. I am so grateful to God, that even 
in our world of uncertainty, there are some things that we can place our hope 
in, things we can bank on, that are sure, and rock solid in any kind of storm.


I am grateful to Tristan, Ian & Sino, for doing such a great job at explaining the 
preceding passages in Romans, that in Christ, we are justified. That in Christ, 
God has declared us acceptable, holy, and righteous in his sight! Amen?!


This is such good news, because so much in our world right now cannot be 
depended on. Are we open? Are we closed? How many people can attend? 
Can we travel? Can we not travel? Are our kids back at school? Or now back 
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at home? Is the vaccine going to work? When can we get it? Will we ever get 
it?


Who of you like yoyo’s? I absolutely love yoyo’s. It’s a thing from my school 
days. I’ve got a few. 


Who of you remember these?


Here is my Fanta one, and here is my Coke one. I used to have a cream soda 
one, that was my favourite! PS: ~ For those watching online, this is not a paid 
advertisement or endorsement of these brands!


But life is a lot like a yoyo. For one, it is full of ups and downs. Like a yoyo, up 
and down, up, and down. Mountain tops, and valleys. Babies are born. People 
pass away. Those of you who have kids, you know what it’s like, each day is a 
rollercoaster of emotions - up and down! Or is it just the Smith household?


Sometimes, it can feel so dizzy from all the spinning around. But there is a 
powerful truth that we need to remember, if you place your life in the hands of 
the master - Jesus Christ, no matter how many ups and downs you face, God 
will always be in control! Amen?!


So I know there is a lot going on right now, and it feels like we are more down 
than up at the moment, and I am not trying to minimise the seriousness of your 
situation, but I want to remind you of the big picture. Here’s what you need to 
know; Jesus died, Jesus rose, and Jesus saves! Amen?!


So I have hope. I have hope in God. I have hope that God is going to get us 
through this. I have hope in the ultimate victory of God over sin, sickness, 
death, and evil. In Christ, I have hope for you and your families.


So this morning, if you are a believer in Jesus Christ, I want to remind you of 
some good news! I want to share from this passage in Romans 5, that we just 
read through, some reasons to hope! Here is the first;  

We have peace with God (vs 1) 
Peace is in such short supply at the moment. Peace in our relationships, peace 
politically, peace in our hearts and minds. The word of God reminds us though, 
that through Jesus’s death and resurrection, we can have the ultimate peace – 
peace with God. In verse 1 Paul says;


“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1) 
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Building off all that he has just taught, up to the end of chapter four, Paul is 
now going to shift focus, to the radical results of all that it means in our lives. 
And here is the first - We have peace with God.


Peace with God. On the surface of it, seems like no big deal. But can I remind 
you, that before you came to know Christ, that you were an ‘enemy of God.’ 
The bible called you a ‘object of God’s wrath.’ We don’t like to think about 
that. Not very PC. But that is what we were, and that is what some people still 
are. Enemies of God. Objects of God’s wrath. 


Scary thought, that some people are at war with God. What a fearful thing. 
What a dreadful position to be in. To be at war with God. I can’t think of 
anything worse.


In his book, called; ‘Peace With God,’ written nearly 70 years ago, Billy 
Graham says it like this; 


“The greatest warfare going on in the world today is between mankind 
and God. People may not realise that they are at war with God, but if they 
don‘t know Jesus Christ as their Saviour...God considers them to be at 
war with Him.” - Billy Graham 

Are you at war with God my friend? … With love and kindness in my heart, I 
would urge you to surrender to the Lord. Fighting him is the last thing you 
would ever want to do. While his grace may last a while, you never know when 
that season of grace and patience may end.


You see, peace only sounds truly wonderful, when we recognise that we‘ve 
been at war. It‘s a radical thought, that God‘s anger is satisfied, because of the 
sacrifice of His Son. God’s fury is fully absorbed by the death of Jesus. Once 
we are justified by faith, peace is a primary reality for the believer.


This is why, one of the major marks of justified believers - is peace. 

In that same book, Billy Graham said;


“I know men who would write a check for a million dollars if they could find 
peace, millions are searching for it. But we Christians have found it! It is ours 
now and forever. We have found the secret of life! . . .When your spouse dies, 
or your children get sick, or you lose your job, you can have a peace that 
you don’t understand. You may have tears at a graveside, but you can have an 
abiding peace. God’s peace can be in your heart—right now.” - Billy Graham. 

We can have peace with God. I also really like that little word ‘with.’ It points to 
a person‘s relationship with God. There‘s a face-to-face aspect to it, that 
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indicates a relational reconciliation has taken place. Isolation, has been 
replaced with intimacy. 


Before we can be at peace in the world, we need to be at peace with God. 
Peace, in the daily drama of life, can only come from a position of peace with 
God.   


Psalm 119 says;


"Those who love your instructions have great peace and do not stumble.” 
(Psalm 119:165 NLT). 

You see friends, once you have peace with God, you can have peace in all of 
life’s challenges.


Through some pastoral experiences this week, I have seen with my own eyes, 
how many of you are experiencing God’s peace, in the most challenging of 
circumstances. 


Some of you are needing to make big decisions about your future, and you are 
trusting the Lord, and experiencing his peace. 


Some are facing the loss of family members. Devon, one of our church leaders 
lost his father this week. We are praying for you brother. Yet even as difficult as 
it is, Devon is experiencing the peace of the Lord. 


My own father this week, found himself caught in the middle of gunfire 
between the police and criminals trying to make a getaway. In the middle of 
what seemed like a war zone, my dad experienced the peace of God. We can 
all have the peace of God in our lives, in every situation.


I want to encourage you - surrender your life fully to God. What do you need to 
surrender right now? What sin? What desire? What hope? What fears? What 
dreams?


Jesus said, take heart - I have overcome the world, and I give you peace. 
Peace does not come from the world, peace comes from the Lord. You won’t 
find peace in this world. We ultimately can only find peace from the Prince of 
peace.


Here is the second reason we can hope today;
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We have unlimited access to grace (vs 
2) 
Wow. If this does not blow your mind I don’t know what will! The first radical 
result of chapters 1-4 of Romans, is that we have peace with God. The second 
result, is that we can now enjoy unlimited access to Him, and grace. Verse 2 
says;


“we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.” 
(Romans 5:2) 

Access. Access, or rather, the lack of access is a big thing at the moment. We 
have experienced lockdown. Schools closed. Churches closed. Businesses 
closed. Beaches closed. Limited access.


It reminds me of the story of Esther in the Old Testament. She needed to see 
the King urgently, but she was frightened, because no one, including the 
queen, could just march in the king‘s presence unannounced. She could 
literally be put to death for doing this. Unless the king permitted it, there was 
no way to approach him. 


You had to be invited to have access. You also needed an official introduction. 
Here is the wonder of this truth. Through Jesus, we have been invited and 
introduced to God’s grace – He is the one who provides us access. And even 
more wonderfully, we not only have unlimited access, but we can stand in 
grace – meaning it is something permanent in our lives, not something fleeting. 
It is not a quick visit to the throne room to see the King, but it is a permanent 
visitation right. He is there for us, whenever we need him.


To those Christians from a Jewish background, this would have been radical 
words and a revolutionary idea. The very design of the temple of God in the 
Old Testament communicated that there was ‘limited access.’ Gentiles could 
only go into the Court of Gentiles, but then they faced a wall and could go no 
further. If they crossed this line they could face death. Women could only go 
into the court of women but no further. A Jewish man could go a bit further but 
then was met with a barrier. Priests could go in a little more but they too were 
kept at a distance. Only the High Priest could go through the thick curtain into 
the innermost sanctuary, and then only once a year after very careful 
preparation. He went in and sprinkled the blood and then got out of there as 
fast as he could. The message was clear: Keep your distance!


Can I ask you a question I ask myself… In the light of what Jesus has done, in 
giving us unlimited access to the presence of God, are you still keeping your 
distance from the Lord? 
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When Jesus died, Mark 15 tells us that “The curtain of the temple was torn 
in two from top to bottom.” (Mark 15:38). We can now come right into the 
very presence of God. 


“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest 
over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full 
assurance of faith.” (Hebrews 10:19-22) 

Reach for his grace. 


One of the major marks of justified believers - is grace. 

I am sure we could all use more grace in our lives right now. More grace. More 
grace to have hope. More grace to be courageous. More grace to advance in 
the life God has called us to. Praise God, that our God, is a God of grace, and 
he dispenses this freely to those who belong to him. This is such good news. 


May you know God’s grace in whatever situation you find yourself in today. So, 


• We have peace with God.

• We have unlimited access to grace.


Here is the next reason to hope…


We can rejoice in God’s victory (vs 2) 
In the ESV translation, verse 2 reads like this; 


“...and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” (Rom 5:2) 

The word ‘rejoice’ literally means ‘to shout with joy.’ It is this idea of exuberant 
joy! Did you know, that the Hebrew language has more words for joy, and 
rejoicing, than any other language? In contrast to other faiths, worship for the 
nation of Israel, was filled with joy. We sure could stand to be more joyful in 
our worship, couldn‘t we? 


One of the major marks of justified believers - is joy! 

I know it is not easy to rejoice all the time. But it is a decision of the will. We 
choose to rejoice, despite the present circumstances, because we know our 
God is in control and has the final word.
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So we are told to rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. God has displayed 
His glory in many ways – first through creation, then through Jesus, and one 
day, it will be fully disclosed, and revealed to all. 


As Christians we live in this tension between God’s salvation of our lives now, 
and what He will still do in the future – His promises to come. We have seen 
God’s glory and power in a partial way now – but in the future, the whole world 
will know and see His glory! 


For the Roman Christians, this would have been a great encouragement, as it 
should be for us too – they lived in a time when following Jesus was not easy. 
Following Jesus does not make your life perfect and fix all the problems, but 
by looking forwards to God’s glory, and His coming in power, it helps us to 
keep going. I think we could all use a bit of that encouragement right now. 
Amen. 


Now, up to here, Paul has shared some wonderful things that we can 
experience in our lives, as a result of the justification through Jesus’ death, 
and resurrection. But this next point does not feel quite so wonderful! Point 
number three;


We can endure hardship (vs 3-4) 
Any amens to this one? Maybe not so much! Take a look at verse 3-4;


3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. (Rom 5:3-4) 

Glory in our sufferings! What a strange thing to say? Some translations say - 
“Rejoice in our sufferings.” Why would we want to do that? Well, I can assure 
you this is not some weird encouragement to enjoy pain, rather, it is to 
understand the big picture of what God is doing in our lives.


The word used here in the original language, is sometimes used for 
persecution, or pressure. It’s this idea, that out of the pressure, out of the 
hardship, we can become stronger.


This word was also used for the squeezing of crushing of olives, to get to the 
sweet olive oil inside. I don’t know about you, but when I am squeezed by 
suffering, I am not always very happy with what comes out! But God 
sometimes squeezes us, to grow us, to bring our the best in us.
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And with hindsight, we can often see, that during these times, God was at 
work in our lives, and because of that struggle, it produced perseverance, and 
perseverance, produced character, and character, hope. 


One of the major marks of justified believers - is perseverance. 
One of the major marks of justified believers - is character. 
One of the major marks of justified believers - is hope. 

I know none of us enjoy suffering, but for the believer, every hardship in our 
lives can be an opportunity to grow stronger. Most people can only rejoice 
once their suffering is over, but these verses speak about the Christian even 
rejoicing in the hardship! Wow. Thats hardcore.


Paul is teaching us, that we can rejoice in our hardship, in all circumstances. 
The whole idea of rejoicing is something very powerful. The world does not 
understand rejoicing. Only God’s people do.

We can find joy and contentment, even in the hardship of life, because we 
know that there is a God who loves us, and he is in control.


So here’s the truth about rejoicing: Rejoice even when you don‘t feel like it. 
Don‘t let your feelings tell you how to live. Instead, tell your feelings to get in 
line, and make the choice to rejoice!


Here’s the next point;


We are assured that God loves us (vs 
5-8) 
The next verses are really AWESOME: They’re all about God‟s love! One of the 
clearest passages in the New Testament on God‘s love, is this passage in 
Romans 5.


And it makes sense, because in the view of the suffering that Paul has just 
spoken about. He is now going to show us that we can be sure God loves us. 
We too often mistake the presence of suffering, as a sign of the absence of 
God’s love. But that is not true. 


So how do we know that God loves us? Two ways mentioned here:


“…hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” 
(Romans 5:5) 
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The Holy Spirit, poured into us, testifies to us, of God’s love for us.


One of the major marks of justified believers - is love.


Gods love has been poured into our hearts - and so we just want to love! 


I wanted to tell you a brief story that I heard recently from one of our church 
members. About four years ago, this man used to come to one of the 
community support groups that run from our church. 


He was in our parking lot after one of these, where he bumped into a young 
man from our church, and he asked him; “Hey, do you know what kind of 
church this is? Is this one of those crazy happy clappy churches?”


The young man told him - “No! But why don’t you come along on a Sunday 
morning to check it out for yourself. You’re invited!”


He told me he decided to just say ‘yes’ with no intention of actually coming! 
But as Sunday drew closer, the Lord would not let him forget about it, and he 
snuck into the back one Sunday, keeping a low profile.


In that service, God was at work in his life, and after the service an older lady 
came up to him and said, “Excuse me, I am sorry to bother you, but I just 
wanted to give you this.” And she handed him a little note which just said; 
“God loves you.”


That experience so touched his life, that he has been a part of our church ever 
since. God’s love is such a powerful thing.


In these three verses, Paul focuses on the death of Christ as the supreme 
manifestation of God‘s love:


“6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, 
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” (Rom 5:6-8)


We were powerless, we were ungodly, we were sinners. You may wonder why 
Paul is hitting so hard on our condition. Let me tell you why: 


It helps us see the depth of God’s love. It helps us see that we don’t have any 
claim on His love – we don't deserve it. God’s love is not dependent on 
anything in you, because there is nothing in you that forces God to love you. 
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There is no reason for God to love us. You are not a naturally lovable person, 
and neither am I. Sin has infected our lives so much that it has distorted even 
the parts we think are beautiful. Sin ‘uglyfies’ everything it touches. 


And so, there is no reason for God to love us, except this: This is the kind of 
God He is. He loves us, because God is love, and He can’t help loving us. His 
love is greater than our sin – and He loves us in spite of our sin. Amen?!


So lets recap, reasons to hope;


• We have peace with God.

• We have unlimited access and grace.

• We can rejoice in God’s victory!

• We can ensure hardship!


Finally today;


We can be fully confident of our 
salvation (vs 9-11) 
Have a look with me at these final verses;


9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we 
be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how 
much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 
Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

It took me a while to understand this passage. This ‘how much more’ idea. So 
here’s an illustration. 


But imagine that you’re a child, and you love yoyo’s, like me! and you move 
with your parents into a new neighbourhood, right next door to a real yoyo pro. 
Mr Smith! 


And during the first night in your new house, a fire breaks out! A really bad 
one. And your new neighbour - Mr Smith - he sees the smoke from across the 
road, and he calls the fire department, but he also bravely steps in to help. He 
breaks a window, climbs into your house, wakes everybody up, gets your mom 
and dad to safety, but they have passed out. 
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He hears you calling from an upstairs bedroom before the fire fighters arrive. 
So he rushes back in, through the smoke, dashes up the stairs, wets a blanket 
in the bathroom, plunges through flames in the passage wraps you in the 
blanket, and brings you safely outside, resulting in terrible burns on his arms 
and face.


Over the next months, you become very close friends with your Mr. Smith. He 
is after all the saviour of your family, and your life. You visit him in the hospital. 
One morning, after he gets home, you ask him, "Mr. Smith, will you come over 
this afternoon and show me a new trick with my yoyo?" Mr. Smith says, "Sure, 
I'd love to." But during the day you start to wonder if he will really come. And 
you say to your father, "I'm not sure Mr. Smith will come this afternoon. He 
might forget, or, maybe he really doesn't care about a little kid like me."


And then your father says, "You know what? If Mr. Smith was willing to run 
through fire to save you, at the risk of his own life, and getting terrible burns, 
then how much more, will he be willing to come over to visit, and show you a 
new yoyo trick this afternoon! If he did the hard thing for you, then all the more 
surely, he will do the easy thing."


Do you see how the "much more" in this passage works? God has done so 
much for us, how much more then, having been justified by his blood, shall we 
be saved from the wrath of God through him. 


The point is, to make you all the more confident and assured that God will 
save you. Maybe you are finding it hard to hope today. And maybe, in the 
current hardships you are facing, you have even begun to doubt God’s 
salvation.


God is wanting to remind you today, that you can be fully confident of your 
salvation, and fully confident, that no matter how insignificant you may feel, 
God cares about you, and loves you.


CONCLUSION 
Today’s passage is a great reminder of we have through Jesus. Through Him,


• We have peace with God.

• We have unlimited access to God and grace.

• We can rejoice in God’s victory!

• We can endure hardship!

• We can be assured of God’s love

• And we can be fully confident of our salvation!


Amen!
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