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Jesus Unfiltered - Easter Sunday 

The Resurrection 
Unfiltered 
Credit - some thoughts borrowed from Mark Driscoll. 

Happy Easter! … Christ is risen! This morning at our Sunrise Service, we 
had one of the most memorable baptism services we have had in years! 
With 20 people who were baptised! Isn’t it wonderful to see what the 

Lord is doing in peoples lives?! Amen?!


Well today we are finishing our ‘Jesus Unfiltered’ series!


Jesus Unfiltered 

We have made our way through the whole gospel of Mark. If you are visiting 
today, or you are still fairly new to our church community, you can catch up on 
all our previous messages in this series on our website @kingofkings.org.za. 
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So today we are in the final chapter of Mark - chapter 16 - where we are going 
to be looking at; the Resurrection Unfiltered.


The Resurrection Unfiltered 
Similarly to our time together on Good Friday, I want us to look at the 
resurrection through the eyes of a few different characters and groups of 
people who were actually there. Those who got to experience it first hand. 
Here is the first group I want us to look at this morning…


The women 
The women. The Easter story begins with three brave women disciples – Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the Mother of James, and Salome. Imagine their emotions 
that morning. Their beloved Jesus had been killed, and His burial rushed. So, 
they wanted to go back and tend to Jesus’ body – to show Him the love and 
respect of a proper burial. We pick up the story in Mark 16 verse 1; 

Mark 16:1  

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early 
on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the 
tomb. 

I find it so significant that it was three women - three brave women - who loved Jesus 
- Women were the first to pick themselves up, dust themselves off, pluck up the 
courage, to go and tend to the body of Jesus. I think these ladies were incredible. I 
am not shy to say, that sometimes women take initiative, and do things for the Lord, 
where us guys still have to catch up! I think of women in our church, like Gail 
Wingreen. I mean, she is just a force to be reckoned with! I think she does more full 
time ministry work, than a whole pack of pastors! I don’t know where she get’s the 
energy, passion, and drive from. She is amazing. 

Well, seems like there were a few women like that around Jesus as well - and that 
morning. They sprang into action. 

Mary Magdalene was there. Now there are all kinds of extra biblical stories about 
her. Some no doubt true. But many false. What we do know from the bible, was that 
she was an extraordinary lady - and it seems like she was leading the pack that 
easter morning.  

What we do know about her life, from scripture, was that Jesus had rescued her, and 
driven seven demons out of her. As a result, she had become a follower of Jesus. 
The bible says in Luke 8 that she travelled with the group of disciples, and helped 
support the ministry of Jesus out of her resources. Which has suggested some to 
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believe that she may have been a very wealthy woman. You see, Mary was not just a 
fair-weather-follower. She stuck with Jesus throughout everything. She was an 
eyewitness to his crucifixion and its aftermath. She is mentioned, by name, many 
times in the gospels, more than many of the apostles, and more than any other 
woman, other than Jesus' family. 

So can I just say a few words to the women here today. I’m not in your shoes. I know 
that you live in a world that is very different to mine as a man. But never let the fact 
that you are a woman hold you back for God! Like Mary, I want to challenge you to 
use your gifting, use your talents, and live your life for God! 

I find it fascinating, that not only, was Mary one of the first to the tomb, but I am going 
to jump ahead a bit now, and show you, that she was also the first person that Jesus 
revealed himself too, after his resurrection. Verse 9; 

Mark 16:9  

When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons.  

If I were Jesus, I would have thought carefully about who got to see me first 
after I rose from the dead. The first was Mary, a woman, and not just any 
woman, but a lady who Mark tells us, had a pretty troubled past. 


You see, Jesus never revealed himself first to the important religious leaders… 
the Pharisees or the Sadducees. He never revealed himself to the important 
government leaders… to Pilate… or even to the other disciples. He revealed 
himself first to a woman, This reveals so much about who Jesus is, and that He 
loves all people – no matter your gender, no matter your status, no matter your 
past. Amen?!


But lets rewind again in the story…


I find it amazing, the risk that Mary, and these other two ladies took, of going 
to tend to Jesus’ body – this was risky, this was dangerous, but they wanted to 
do all they could, to care for Jesus. And so they head to the tomb… Verse 3;


Mark 16:3 

3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the 
entrance of the tomb?” 4 But when they looked up, they saw that the 
stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 

Imagine that moment. Imagine you were standing there in front of that tomb, 
with the huge tombstone rolled open. 


Would you have stepped inside? They did; vs 5;
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5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe 
sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

There are so many interesting people, and characters, surrounding the easter 
story. Haters, disciples, betrayers, scoffers, soldiers, criminals, and yes, even 
angels. Let’s talk about the…


The angel 
I want to remind you, that our physical world as we know it, is not all there is! 
The bible teaches us that there is also a spiritual world that surrounds us, and 
that there are spiritual creatures that God has made, that sometimes break into 
the physical world as we know it. 


I know, sounds like a supernatural movie on Netflix! But Angels are real. The 
bible is full of them. Angels are servants of God. The Word of God teaches us 
that we have probably had angels in our midst at times, without even realising 
it. 


Hollywood is fascinated with the supernatural - because deep down - people 
are fascinated with the supernatural. Movies have depicted Angels and 
Demons in different ways - definitely not all correctly - but they are very real - 
and there was an angel there, that easter morning.


As the women entered the tomb, the saw a young man dressed in a white 
robe, sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed! That’s a nice way of 
saying that they got the jolly fright of their lives!!!!! 


Don’t laugh at them, if you walked into a dark tomb, where you were expecting 
to find a dead body, and instead you suddenly found someone sitting there, 
who started speaking to you, you would also nearly die of a heart attack!!! 


Some of us don’t do well with these kinds of things. Don’t any of you get any 
ideas now! So, not surprisingly, the angel speaks gently and calmly to them; vs 
6;


6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who 
was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 
But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ” 8 Trembling and bewildered, the 
women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, 
because they were afraid. 

The women were afraid and in shock. Which is probably a very normal reaction 
to this experience. The angel, who appeared to them as ‘young man dressed in 
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white’ had said that Jesus was not there, he pointed to the place where his 
body had been, and he said that he had risen from the dead! Amen!


For the three women, the news never fully sunk in – they ran away, trembling 
and bewildered, and they did not follow the angels instructions, to tell the 
disciples, instead they were afraid and kept the news to themselves. 


It took an actual encounter with the risen Jesus Himself to let it sink in! And 
once again, this extraordinary woman, Mary Magdalene, steps up. She 
believed the message, and she ran to tell the disciples – those who had been 
fearful and gone into hiding. Vs 10 says;


10 She went and told those who had been with him and who were mourning 
and weeping. 11 When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen 
him, they did not believe it. 

Here’s the next group I want to chat about today…


The disciples 
We are told that they were hiding, mourning, and weeping. That’s probably the 
same space, most of us who are believers, would of been in, that morning. 
Imagine the confusion then, when Mary comes bursting in, with news that 
Jesus was alive, and that she had seen him!


But they did not believe her! It can be so frustrating when people you care 
about, just don’t get it. They don’t believe what you believe about Jesus. Be 
patient. Pray for them. You’ve got to be understanding. You’ve got to be gentle 
with them. You’ve got to try and help them understand, but ultimately, faith in 
Jesus is something they have to find themselves, in their own way, and in their 
own walk with the Lord. 


But I get where these disciples were at. Have you ever read a book, or 
watched a movie, and been really disappointed with the ending? It’s so 
frustrating! Either it did not end the way you thought it would, or the way you 
wanted it to.


For the disciples that first Easter week, they thought that the story of Jesus, as 
the Messiah, had ended in disaster. They were hiding away, wondering if they 
would be next to be killed. They were confused, hurt and afraid. 


But God had an amazing ending planned, that they did not expect, even 
though Jesus had told them, and God had foretold it, through many prophets 
for hundreds of years.  
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But Jesus was gentle with them, he revealed himself slowly at first, and then 
more and more. vs 12;


Mark 16:12  

Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they 
were walking in the country. 13 These returned and reported it to the rest; 
but they did not believe them either. 14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven 
as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their 
stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. 


The disciples would not believe the reports about Jesus until they saw for 
themselves! I find it encouraging, that these men, who went on to become the 
early church Apostles, and spread the gospel of Jesus across the world, even 
they, had their moments of doubt and scepticism. But that soon changed once 
they met the resurrected Jesus.


So what about you? What do you believe about the resurrection? Let me 
explain to you why we believe in the resurrection of Jesus.


The resurrection 
You see, for me, I don’t just believe in the resurrection because I was raised to 
believe it. I don’t believe in the resurrection because I had to believe in 
something, and it seemed to be the best option at the time! 


I believe in the resurrection of Jesus, because of the overwhelming evidence, 
and because of how Jesus has revealed himself to me in my life.


Yes, there is the all important element of faith, but our faith is not just based on 
nothing. Our faith is also based on historical evidence. There are many books 
written about this, so these thoughts are not just my own, firstly;


Christianity is unique among all other religions 
You’ve probably heard some argument like this before; “Christianity is just like 
other religions, a few of the ancient religions have similar ideas and practices.” 
Yes, I would agree that certain creation stories from other religions are similar, 
which for me, just further affirms the biblical story. But the resurrection is 
something entirely different! There is nothing else like it. No one else worships 
a risen saviour! Secondly, the women…


The testimony of the women 
As I showed you this morning, it was the three women were the first to get to 
the empty tomb. Which, if the resurrection was just a made up story, then this 
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was a terrible way to try and prove it! Because in that day, women were not 
allowed to testify in court. So, if you wanted to fabricate a big myth about the 
resurrection of Jesus, and start a new movement, the first thing you would do, 
is find some men, who could tell a good lie! Not a group of women. Here’s 
another very significant thing for me;


The change in the disciples 
Before Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples were fearful, afraid, terrified for their 
lives. You might call them cowards. Later, in the book of Acts, we read there 
are about 120 followers of Jesus who were hiding away and scared. And 
suddenly Jesus appears to them, resurrected and alive! 


All of a sudden, after seeing Jesus alive, they change completely, they stop 
hiding away. It is like day and night. It is like a completely personality change, 
they don’t fear death anymore, they don’t fear anyone anymore. They hit the 
streets, they preached about the resurrection of Jesus, and the message of 
Jesus, regardless of what happens to them. Many are killed because of what 
they are doing.  Linked to this;


The loyalty of the disciples 
I find it really telling, that during a period that followed, with extreme 
persecution, and execution of Christians, the followers of Jesus remain loyal to 
him and the message of the resurrection. One commentator said it like this;


“How in the world do we account for this two-thousand-year legacy of loyalty 
to a dead man? There is no explanation for the birth of Christianity, apart from 
Jesus’ resurrection. If Jesus is dead, then the disciples scatter, the early 
followers mourn, and everything comes to an end. It doesn’t continue for a few 
thousand years, causing Jesus to be the most famous person in the history of 
the world. More songs sung about him, more paintings painted of him, more 
books written regarding him than anyone who has ever lived in the history of 
the world.” 

The reality is, people are not willing to die for a lie. They would have just said, 
hold on, sorry! I take it back - it was just a story we made up. Please don’t kill 
me. For me, it must be true. Nothing else could explain the loyalty of the 
disciples. Next;


Jesus’ family worshipped him as God 
I think you would agree with me, it’s one thing to fool people who don’t really 
know you. But try convincing your brothers that you are God and they need to 
worship you! Try convincing devout Jews to do this! Jesus’ brothers, James 
and Jude, worship him as God, they go on to become pastors, they go on to 
write books of the bible. Don’t forget, before the resurrection, they thought 
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their brother was an absolute lunatic. But it is hard to argue with a resurrected 
Jesus standing in front of you! But you might say, Neil, maybe they were all in 
on it, okay, then think about this; even…


Jesus’ enemies worshipped him as God 
Saul of Tarsus hated Christians. He murdered them. That’s what he did as a 
job. The first time we get to meet him, he is the one overseeing the execution 
of one of the early church deacons in the book of Acts. 


Soon afterwards, Jesus comes down, reveals himself to Saul. Saul becomes 
Paul, and Paul becomes one of the greatest preachers of the resurrection of 
Jesus in history, and he dies without ever changing his story on that. There is 
simply no way you explain Paul changing, from being a passionate enemy of 
Jesus, to a sincere devoted worshiper of Jesus! Also…


Christianity exploded 
After the resurrection, Christianity simply exploded. I think it gives so much 
credibility to it. Here’s another reason.


No body was ever produced 
The first explanation by the Jewish authorities, was that the body must have 
been stolen. Well great, where is it? I am sure a really good reward would’ve 
been offered. And then how did this happen with a large tomb, with a Roman 
seal placed upon it, and soldiers there to guard it. Plus, who stole the body? 
Where in the world did the body go? And even if the body was stolen, why is it 
now alive? Walking around, and eating fish, and preaching, and talking to 
people. You still have to explain that! Finally; 


The tomb of Jesus was never enshrined 
For me, this is a big one. All around the world today, you will find the tombs of 
‘holy’ men and women, teachers, leaders, great people. And you can go and 
visit these places. There will be flowers, and cards, and candles. There’ll be 
memorials and remembrances, but think about this, nothing like this was ever 
done at the tomb of Jesus. Why not?


James Dunn says; “There is no evidence of any veneration at the tomb of 
Jesus. Crowds didn’t flock there. They didn’t cry. They didn’t light candles. 
They didn’t write prayers. They didn’t mourn and weep. He wasn’t there.”


If you ask people today, “Where is the tomb of Jesus? They will tell 
you’ “Sorry, we have no idea. We are not sure” No one knows where it is. Why? 
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Because no one ever went there! Because it doesn’t matter! It’s empty! He’s 
alive! Death is conquered! Sin is conquered! Satan is conquered! The wrath of 
God is lifted! Jesus is alive! There’s no need to go to the tomb! 


We just want to see Jesus! 


Jesus is alive! 
And this makes Christianity uniquely different from every religion on the face of 
the earth. There are four major religions. Each of those religions has a sacred 
place where their founder is buried, where they make pilgrimages, and they 
weep. But we don’t don’t that as Christians. Because there is no one in Jesus’ 
tomb.


We don’t follow a man who is dead. We follow Jesus who is alive! He’s God 
become man, to live the life we should have lived, to die the death, we 
should’ve died. And on the third day, he rose again! 


He is Lord, He is God, He is Savior, He is King, he is Jesus Christ! He is living 
right now, ruling, reigning from his throne, willing to forgive all sinners and sins 
right now, willing to give the gift of eternal life right now, and preparing for us a 
resurrection day of our own, when we shall see him, face to face.


Let us end with the challenge that he gave us;


The challenge 
Jesus’ resurrection was not the end of the story – Easter was a starting point for 
followers of Jesus - not an ending. Jesus’ commissions us as followers to go and tell 
others about Him. 

Mark 16:15  

He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe 
will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In 
my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they 
will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will 
not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will 
get well.”  
19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and 
he sat at the right hand of God. 20 Then the disciples went out and preached 
everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the 
signs that accompanied it. 
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Close 
What is your response to the resurrection and challenge of Jesus today? Where do 
you stand, and what do you believe? Do you believe that Jesus is the risen Saviour, 
the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords? 

For the women who first got to the tomb, when that angel first told them about Jesus, 
they were bewildered. Many of them needed to see Jesus first, for themselves, but 
once they did, they spread the news of Him across the world!  

Perhaps today, it is time for us to shake off any doubt, to take up the challenge of 
Jesus, and do step out in faith! 

Let’s pray 
Father, thank you for your word to us today. Thank you for speaking to us. We are so 
grateful. We are so amazed. Thank you for Easter! 

Jesus, thank you for what you have done for us at the cross. Your death for our sin, 
and your resurrection, which reminds us that you have overcome! The victory is 
yours! We know that you are alive Jesus! Seated on a throne! Ruling and reigning!  

Holy Spirit, I ask that you would work in hearts today. I know that like in the easter 
story, there are still many bewildered people. People who are lost. People who are 
confused. People who are hurting. People who may seem just fine, but beneath the 
surface, they recognise something is missing in their lives. 

Perhaps today the Lord is calling you back to him. Calling you home. Calling you to 
surrender your life to him. Don’t put that off. You can respond to him today by saying; 

“Jesus, I am so sorry for my sin. Jesus, I recognise you as Lord and Saviour. I want 
to surrender my life to you. I need your forgiveness, and your grace. Please save me 
Lord. Please have mercy on me Lord. I believe in you. Thank you Jesus.” 

I want to encourage you, to open your heart to Jesus today. Take that next step with 
him. Trust him. Just like Easter was not the end of the story for the disciples, this 
Easter is the not the end of your story with God – what do you need to do next? 

Here are some possible next steps for all of us.
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Video - Next Steps 

Close 
One of our ladies in the church, Sandy Haegert, shared a poem with me, that 
she herself wrote, it beautifully describes what our saviour has done for us at 
Easter.


Suddenly, The vision is so clear. All paths lead to the grace – His grace. 


Doom. Gloom. It is finished. They are dead. All is dead: hopes, deeds, words…
Time is still: unmoving; passes… passes… passes. Three days. Oh Despair! Oh 
the Darkness!


Suddenly! Love bursts forth, Glory rises. Away the stone. Away soldiers. Away 
doom! King of Glory: Radiantly Alive!


Suddenly! Our Glorious Christ has risen from the grave. Risen from the dead. 
‘Go Death go!’ Glory triumphs. Joy prevails. Christ is risen Maranatha, He is 
risen indeed! 


Suddenly! Hope springs, Love wings… The King of Glory renews all things. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Joyous GLORY reigns!


Let me close with the benediction from Jude chapter 2;


Now to him… who is able to keep you from stumbling… and to present you 
blameless… before the presence of his glory… with great joy… to the only 
God, our Savior… through Jesus Christ our Lord… be glory… majesty… 
dominion… and authority… before all time… and now and forever… Amen! 
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