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Jesus Unfiltered - Good Friday 

The Cross Unfiltered 

Good morning. So today is GOOD FRIDAY! It seems very strange, to refer 
to a day that marks the death of Jesus, as a good day! But it is good, 
because of what Jesus did for you and for me.


If you are visiting today, as physical guest, or a digital guest, I want you to 
know that you are all very welcome. To bring you up to speed, we have been 
busy in a series based on the book of Mark, called ‘Jesus Unfiltered.’ And 
today, we are going to be looking at ‘The Cross Unfiltered’


The Cross Unfiltered 
This is the second last message of our series! With the finale to come on 
Easter Sunday! 


So, the cross unfiltered. Like the life of Jesus, it is very easy to sanitise the 
story of the cross.
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As we look today at the cross in an honest, real, and unfiltered way today, my 
purpose is not to use shock tactics or emotional manipulation. I sincerely just 
want you to see the cross for what it really was.


So the way that I want to do this, is for us to look at the cross through the 
eyes of a few different characters and groups of people who were actually 
there. There were women, men, family, followers, and soldiers, sinners. Those 
who got to experience it first hand. I want us to look at some of these, and to 
learn from them what we can.


Here is the first group who were there…


The haters 
You get lots of different kinds of ‘haters' in this world, but the worst, by far, are 
religious haters. In Mark 14 we read;


Mark 14:1  

Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two 
days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were 
scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 2 “But not during the 
festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.”  

As we look at the cross unfiltered, we can see that surrounding Jesus, were 
‘religious haters’ - people who schemed together, and fuelled each other on in 
hating Jesus, it got so bad, that they were secretly trying to kill him. 


I guess they were angry for many different reasons. He was undermining their 
authority and highlighting their hypocrisy. He was really bad for their image 
among the people of Israel. But none of these reasons was an excuse for what 
they were scheming up. Think about it, Jesus was incredible. He had been 
healing people. Setting people free. People recognised that he was kind, 
gracious, loving, and innocent. He was not some evil monster! Certainly not 
deserving of death.


But something inside of many of the religious people reacted in hate toward 
Jesus. They were outraged. They were offended. They were so filled with 
anger, resentment, and hate toward Jesus, that it blinded them to the wonder 
of who he really was. 


I know it is part of the human condition, but recently, it seems like our culture 
has reached a new high in terms of ‘hatefulness.’
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Taylor Swift sings the words - “The haters gonna hate hate hate hate hate.” 
And she is right. Haters are going to hate. What people fill their hearts with is 
what comes flowing out.


You just have to spend some time on social media, and you will see what I 
mean. People call our culture an ‘outrage culture.’ It seems that people today, 
don’t know how to disagree with someone without disliking them, and hating 
them. 


The next generation have grown up learning their conflict resolution from angry 
hate-filled people on social media, which is very scary. 


But like I said, the worst kind of haters are religious haters. And the religious 
haters wanted to get rid of Jesus and silence Him. In an amazing twist though, 
God would use this, for his great salvation plan. Although they meant it for evil, 
God would use it for our good.


As we consider the group of haters that surrounded the cross on Good Friday, 
can I ask you a question? I would encourage you to try to be honest in your 
response. In what ways might you also be a hater? Have you followed the 
crowd in hating certain people? Hating the church? Hating Jesus?


As we look at Jesus unfiltered, we see that he hated sin, but he loved people. 
He even loved those who hated him. I want to plead with you - don’t be a 
hater. But here’s another group of people we see around the cross…


The disciples 
When I try to imagine the experience of the disciples in the lead up to Christ’s 
death - I realise how overwhelming it must have been for them. Jesus had 
prepared all of them, but they were so slow to get it. I’m sure we would have 
been too! So Jesus used the Passover meal with them, as an opportunity to 
teach them again about his death and resurrection; 


Mark 12:22  

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my 
body.” 23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and they all drank from it. 24 “This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many,” he said to them.  
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25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 26 When they had sung a 
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Both the Passover meal, and the Communion meal, which we will share a little 
later, have wonderful pictures in them about who Jesus is, and what His rescue 
plan was for us. Jesus showed them with the Bread, how His body had to be 
broken, and with the wine, how His blood would be spilt – but they still did not 
really fully understand until later.


But let me ask you this question. If you were to place yourself in a group this 
morning… Would you have been one of the disciples, at Jesus side? Following 
him. Or would you have been one of the haters, standing in opposition to 
Jesus? There is now another character that now emerges in the Easter story…


The betrayer 
The betrayer. Now I know that no one likes to talk about him. But seeing as 
today we are speaking about the cross unfiltered, we need to talk about Judas. 
Judas was one of the disciples of Jesus. 


Part of the unfiltered truth of the easter story, is that Jesus was betrayed by a 
friend. Judas Iscariot. Perhaps it is more correct to call him a ‘pretend friend.’ 
Judas had been a friend to Jesus for three years. Jesus loved him. Jesus 
cared about him. Jesus had taught him, invested in him, fed him, and yet 
Judas betrayed him for thirty pieces of silver. That may sounds like a lot, but in 
reality, it’s only a couple of hundred bucks.


Mark 12:18 

18 While they were reclining at the table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, 
one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me.” 19 They were 
saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?” 
20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl 
with me. 21 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe 
to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he 
had not been born.” 

The reality of the easter story, is that there were not only haters and disciples, 
there were also betrayers. Pretend friends. People who were in it for 
themselves. People who look like they are with Jesus, but they’re not actually. 
People who seem so close, that you would even dip bread into the same bowl 
of soup with them. Let me tell you, you’ve got to be pretty close to me for me 
to let you dip your bread into my soup!


4



The Cross Unfiltered 2 April 2021

Now I know no one ever wants to consider that they might ever be one to 
betray Jesus. Maybe just like the disciples, that’s your first response as well; 
“Surely you don’t mean me?!” But just like there were betrayers among the 
disciples then, there are betrayers among the disciples of Jesus today. 


Can I ask you a difficult question? Are you just a pretend friend to Jesus? Are 
you following him at the moment, because it suits you in some way? Are you 
following him because some of your friends are following him? Are you 
following him because your family do? If someone made you a good enough 
offer, would you turn against Jesus? Judas did.


During one of the most difficult nights of his life on earth. Jesus knew he was 
approaching the cross, and so he spent time in prayer. He often used to do 
that. And he went into a garden called Gethsemene to pray. Gethsemene. Its a 
real place. The bible is not just a made up story. It is actual history.


Jesus asked his disciples and friends to pray for him, but they failed him. They 
kept falling asleep. Jesus was in so much anguish, that the bible says he was 
literally sweating drops of blood. Doctors can tell you this is possible under 
extreme emotional and psychological distress.


While this was happening Mark writes in vs 43…


Mark 14:43  

Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd armed with 
swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and 
the elders. 44 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one 
I kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.”  

So much of that Easter week had been already prophesied – Jesus was not 
taken by surprise by His arrest, but it must have broken his heart that his 
friend had betrayed him. 


Some of you may know how it feels to be betrayed. Maybe it was someone 
close to you, someone you trusted, someone that even kissed you. Kisses are 
meant to show love, affection, loyalty, but not everyone who kisses you 
genuinely loves you. Jesus knew what it was like to be betrayed by a friend.


So on Good Friday, you’ve got haters, disciples, and betrayers, church, lets 
make sure we are not just pretend friends to Jesus. Let’s be real friends. Real 
followers. Real disciples. But there was another group in the Good Friday 
story…
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The scoffers 
I tried to find a more contemporary word to describe this group of people, but 
scoffers is about the best I could come up with, to describe those that mocked 
and and condemned Jesus. They were so ugly to him. So mean. They beat 
him. They joked about him. They struck him. They spat at him. Let me read you 
a bit from verse 64;


Mark 14:64b-65 

They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65 Then some began to spit at 
him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, 
“Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him. 

Jesus’ trial were a farce- they did not have a reason to arrest Him and put Him 
to death – they had to dig and provoke to find an excuse. Yet Jesus was silent! 
How frustrating for those who were believers – Jesus why did you not speak 
up? Again, if you remember back to words in Isaiah:


He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led 
like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
so he did not open his mouth. (Isaiah 53:7) 

I also spoke last Sunday about the passover lamb. Jesus was giving his life, as 
a sacrifice for our sin. Although he was innocent, he took the punishment that 
we deserved. He took the scoffs, the mocking, the jokes, the insults, the spit. 
And they beat him up. 


The scriptures teach that they blindfolded him, and they had him scourged. 
Scouring was a terrible thing. Often, it actually killed the victim. They took 
Jesus, probably shackled him to a post, and stripped him naked. They then 
whipped him with what was called a ‘cat o’ nine tails.’ It had a handle, and 
long straps of leather, with little balls of metal or stone at the ends. These 
would sink into the flesh deeply, and tear away flesh. And they whipped him. 
Over and over, inflicting as much pain as possible.


Again, this was prophesied in the bible Isaiah, it says; 


Just as there were many who were appalled at him— his appearance was 
so disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred 
beyond human likeness. (Isaiah 52:14) 

It is heartbreaking to think, that after they were done with him, he didn’t even 
look like a human being. Different accounts in the gospels share different 
details, but Mark continues in vs 22;
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Mark 15:22  

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the place 
of the skull”). Golgotha. Its a real place. The bible is not just a made up story. 
It is actual history. 23 Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he 
did not take it. 24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast 
lots to see what each would get. 25 It was nine in the morning when they 
crucified him. 26 The written notice of the charge against him read: THE 
KING OF THE JEWS….  

I could take a lot of time describing in detail the process of crucifixion. The 
awful unfiltered nature of it. The cross. The massive nails. The asphyxiation. 
The vinegar sponge. The spear. I think it is important that you understand this, 
but at the end of the day, the physical suffering that Jesus endured pales in 
significance to the pain of a his broken heart. Mark says in vs 33;


33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. 34 And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”). 35 When some of those standing near heard this, they 
said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”  

36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah 
comes to take him down,” he said. 37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his 
last. 38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  

Jesus cried out many things on the cross. Sometimes people don’t understand 
why the accounts in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are not exactly 
the same, but it is not very difficult to understand. It is the experience of 
different eyewitnesses to the life of Jesus. 


If a car accident took place outside the church today, and a few of us 
witnessed it, we would have each had our unique perspective to what 
happened. If we had to give a statement to the police, we would each share 
our unique experience of it. The main thrust of what happened would be the 
same, but the details may differ from our perspective.


So just by the way, our next series which will be starting next week, is called 
‘Skeptic.’ We realise that many people are rightfully skeptic of the christian 
faith. We trust that this series is going to answer a lot of questions for many 
people. But back to the message!


One of the things that Mark reveals Jesus said on the cross, is this;
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“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

Maybe you are wondering what he meant by that. Let me explain it like this. 
We believe that God is a Trinity, made up of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In 
that moment on the cross, God the Father, the first member of the Trinity, 
turned his back on God the Son, the second member of the Trinity. In that 
moment, the God who became a man, atoned for the sin of men. 


Something incredibly important happened in that moment. Something spiritual, 
something eternal, something legal. Jesus traded places with us. He became 
our substitute. Our sin was laid on him.


More awful than the physical suffering Jesus endured for us, was the spiritual 
separation that he experienced. The Apostle Paul explains it perfectly;


“God made him, who knew no sin, to become sin.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

And as all those scoffers, all the mockers unleashed their hate and ugliness on 
him. But Jesus just said; “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
are doing.” 

Our young people have been putting together a series of easter devotions 
about the final words of Jesus, and Rebecca Viljoen narrated one which I 
thought would be very relevant to share with you now…


Video - The final words of Jesus 
So powerful - thank you Rebecca! The forgiveness of Jesus is amazing. 

There are haters. There are disciples. There are betrayers. There are scoffers. 
Even today there are scoffers. Those who think Jesus, and all who follow him 
are a joke. We must not respond in the same spirit. We must pray for them. 
Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.


Among them though, there were some who responded differently. Those who 
loved Jesus. Who realised what was happening. Those who recognised who 
Jesus truly was. Women who were there, disciples who were there. There were 
even tough battle hardened soldiers, like the Roman Centurion, who realised 
who he really was. Let me quickly tell you about the soldier…


The soldier 
In Mark 15:39 we read this account; 
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39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he 
died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”  

This Roman soldier, realised what was really going on. Up until then, the voices 
around the cross had been largely mocking, apart for the family of Jesus and a 
few Disciples. But this soldier was different.


Let me just say, the Christian faith is not just for people who are soft, weak, 
damaged people, who need to believe in something to make us feel better 
about ourselves. That’s nonsense.


Here is one of the toughest, most hard core soldiers of the Roman military. 
And he believes. Maybe you consider yourself to be an intelligent, strong, 
street wise individual who is not sure about all this faith in Jesus stuff? 


Can I encourage you to be a seeker of the truth? All I ask of you is to be open-
minded. Look at the evidence. Give Jesus a chance. You will be surprised at 
what you find.


Finally today, I want to talk about the experience of one of the other men who 
were crucified next to Jesus. Unlike Jesus. He was a criminal. He had made 
some poor choices in life, and he had ended up with a death sentence for 
different reasons…


The criminal 
You’ve got all sorts of interesting characters surrounding Jesus in the Easter 
story. Haters. Disciples. Betrayers. Scoffers. Soldiers, and Criminals. 


Luke 23:39; 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. 
“Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 
41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 
this man has done nothing wrong.” 

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 

I found it telling, that of all the people around Jesus, a sinner, a criminal, is one 
of the few who realise who he is, and rebuke them for what they are doing to 
Jesus. And for Jesus to tell this man, that he will be joining him in heaven, is 
simply, amazing.
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Maybe as you are listening today, you think that because of your life, because 
of your choices, because of your sin, you could never be accepted and saved 
by Jesus. May I say with respect, you’re wrong.


You might say, “But you don’t know what I’ve done Neil.” I would say this to 
you. He forgave the guys who killed him. Why would he not forgive you? 


If the soldier came to salvation, at the cross of the Son of God that he 
murdered, God can forgive you. God can forgive you.


Finally this morning. Let me tell you about my saviour Jesus. 


The saviour 
What Jesus did was no accident. Good Friday is a rescue mission. This was 
just as God planned. This was what was needed to bring us salvation. Jesus 
was a once-and-for-all sacrifice for our sin. He took our punishment. He is the 
Son of God, the saviour, who died for us.


And this is a sacred moment! We are not here by chance! You are not in this 
building by chance! You are not watching online by chance! God knows you. 
God loves you. God cares for you. God is concerned for you, and he is waiting 
for some of you to respond to him today, by trusting in his son Jesus Christ. 
The one and only saviour.


Let’s Pray 
(Include prayer for the bread and for the cup)


Communion 
We are now going to share in a time of communion, although we can’t all 
gather around the same table, we have set a few out around our auditorium 
with bread and grape juice. If you’re at home, we hope you can participate 
with us as well.


Sino and Britney are going to lead us in worship, and as they do that, please 
make your way to one of the communion tables, and let us eat and drink 
together in the presence of the Lord.
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Close 
As we close our service today, perhaps you are a guest, or still newish to our 
church, and you may be asking what’s next? I really want to invite you to join 
us for our Easter Sunday service, as we experience the final part of the story. 
Because it’s Friday now - but Sunday is coming! The good news is that 
although Jesus died for our sins, the grave could not hold him down! We will 
be looking at the Resurrection of Jesus! And what this means for us!


After Easter Weekend we are also starting an exciting new series called 
‘Skeptic,’ where we are going to explore some challenging subjects - like 
doubt - money - spirituality - can the bible be trusted. We are going to get real 
here. We are going to talk about science & faith. It’s going to be amazing


Today though, we are going to close out our service with a video which will 
explain some possible next steps for all of us. God bless you, and thank you 
for joining us today. See you on Sunday!


Video - Next Steps
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