
The Compassion of Jesus

Jesus Unfiltered - Mark 5 

The compassion of 
Jesus 

Good morning church family! It’s so good to see some real faces back in 
the church auditorium, but I know that many others are joining us 
online, and I hope you feel just as much a part of our gathering today! 


I also hope that those of you who are joining us in our current 21 days of 
prayer and fasting are all doing well, and not too ‘hangry’ this morning! 
Remember that fasting is meant to bring out the best in us, not the worst! I am 
trusting that it will be a wonderful time of solidarity in Christ and bring deep 
breakthroughs in your lives.


If you are new to our church family, or just checking us out online, we are busy 
going through a series in the gospel of Mark, the second book of the New 
Testament. I like how Nicky Gumbel describes this book;


“Mark is the shortest Gospel. It covers three weeks of Jesus’ actions and 
twenty minutes of his words. It is the liveliest Gospel; it races from event to 
event with an air of breathless excitement. It is the urgent announcement of the 
good news of Jesus Christ.” - Nicky Gumbel


We saw previously in our first message in the series how Jesus established his 
authority. Authority to evangelise, authority to lead, authority to teach, and 
authority to heal. I hope you have also realised that Jesus wants you to learn 
to operate in His authority in your life!


Today’s message in our ‘Jesus Unfiltered’ series will be exploring three stories 
which are told in Mark chapter 5, and I am going to tie them together under the 
theme of ‘The Compassion of Jesus.’ I don’t want to waste any time getting 
into these…


In the first story in Mark chapter 5, we see how…
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Jesus shows compassion to a 
demonised man 
Follow along with me as I read the story to you, we will then take some time to 
explain it;


Mark 5:1-20 

1 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2 When Jesus got 
out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 
3 This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not even 
with a chain. 4 For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the 
chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to 
subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry 
out and cut himself with stones.


6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of 
him. 7 He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, 
Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” 8 For Jesus had 
said to him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!”


9 Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”“My name is Legion,” he 
replied, “for we are many.” 10 And he begged Jesus again and again not to 
send them out of the area. 11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby 
hillside. 12 The demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to 
go into them.” 13 He gave them permission, and the impure spirits came out 
and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down 
the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.


14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and 
countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. 15 When 
they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion 
of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 
16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-
possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. 17 Then the people began to 
plead with Jesus to leave their region.


18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-
possessed begged to go with him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go 
home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, 
and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and began to 
tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people 
were amazed.
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Amazing story, right! Jesus and his disciples travel across a lake, to get away 
from all the chaos, and all the crowds, and they head through a storm, in 
which we once again see the authority of Jesus even over nature! He 
commands the storm to be still, and it does! 


After this, they arrive on the other side of the lake, and I guess they are tired, 
exhausted, needing a good break, and just when you think its got to get better, 
as Jesus gets out of the boat, he is met by a demonised man! When I was 
studying this during the week, I came across this description by Mark Driscoll;


“This man was legendary in that region. Legendary. All the kids knew, “Don’t go 
near the grave site. Don’t go where the tombs are. Crazy, naked, demonised 
man running around.” People had totally given up on this guy. There’s no hope 
for him. They tried to just shackle him. He broke the shackles. So they just let 
him run wild, and the goal was to avoid him.” - Mark Driscoll


This is one scary intimidating guy! For a long time he had not worn clothes. He 
lived among the tombs, and we read that he was demonised. He was violent, 
he was wild. Everybody was afraid of him!


And the bible tells us that he had multiple demons. This is not someone 
struggling with a multiple personality disorder or some other kind of 
psychological diagnosis. I accept that there are many people with different 
kinds of struggles, just like there are many that struggle with physical 
struggles, some have psychological struggles, but the bible is very clear, it 
says that this man’s struggles were spiritual. This man had opened himself up 
to external demonic influences, to the point where he was now controlled by 
them. Lots of them.


I have taught before about demonic strongholds, and how the enemy operates, 
through gaining a foothold through sin and getting us to partner with his lies. 
For this man it would have been no different. Satan’s modus operandi is the 
same. Gain a stronghold and use it to take down as many as possible. Seek, 
kill, destroy. But just like him, if this is something you or someone you know is 
struggling with, there is freedom and healing through Jesus! Jesus’ mission is 
search and rescue. It does not matter how hopeless you may feel. This guy 
was written off by everyone, but not Jesus!


The bible also tells us that this man had super-human strength. It says he tore 
chains apart and broke irons on his feet. No one could subdue him or hold him 
down. This goes beyond what is natural. It was evil-spiritual strength. And the 
powers of darkness used this to create fear and havoc. 


As a result, he was a true outcast – unfit for society, so he lived in a graveyard. 
Even though he was alive, he was tormented. He was not safe for people, and 
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he was not safe for himself, he was self-harming himself as well. No doubt at 
the encouragement of the demons.


But when he sees Jesus though, we see an incredible encounter take place. 
It’s not a clash of powerful equals, it is a completely uneven match. What we 
see, is this man, and all the demons attached to him fall in submission before 
Jesus, showing extraordinary respect. 


We see Jesus unfiltered once again. Not sweet Jesus meek and mild. But 
terrifyingly powerful Jesus. We also see Jesus full of love, grace, mercy, and 
compassion to help this man. Could it be that Jesus came across that lake 
with a plan? Was this actually a secret missions trip? Did Jesus actually come 
to save this man?


The bible says that when the man saw Jesus, he came running, falling on his 
knees in front of Jesus, shouting; “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of 
the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” Wow. 


Have you ever seen someone who is desperate? Who knows its all over? It’s 
like in the movies, when the SWAT team arrives, and the bad guys know they 
are outnumbered, overpowered, and done. Game over. That is apparently how 
the demons feel when Jesus shows up. So they beg Jesus, “Don’t torment us 
Jesus! We beg you! Don’t send us to hell!” 


This reminds me that salvation was only made available for human beings. Not 
for demons and angels. Jesus went to the cross to suffer and die for mankind, 
in our place, for our sins, and in this is the great invitation of Jesus. The gospel 
of salvation. He sets us free from sin, and the kingdom of darkness! Because 
He triumphed over the enemy. He offers us forgiveness and eternal life in 
heaven. This is the precious gift that Jesus gives to his children.


Jesus asks this man his name, and he responds “Legion, for we are many.” 
Legion is a term for a military fighting unit in the Roman Army of about 6000 
soldiers. Different theologians argue that we should not take that figure 
literally. But could it be possible that this man opened himself up to 6000 
demons? It would certainly explain his supernatural strength. Whatever the 
case is, even if he had 500 demons - it was significant.


I once experienced something similar. I witnessed an uncontrollable 
demonised man who a whole bunch of policemen battled to hold down. Once 
they finally got the person into the back of the police van, the force and impact 
of his violence inside that van made me think he was going to break through it. 
It was unsettling.


But I don’t want you to be unsettled or afraid at hearing about this. Yes, the 
spiritual realm is very real. And the power of the enemy is very real. But when 
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Jesus is in the picture, everything is different. Jesus is the one that the 
demons fear! They recognise him as “Jesus, Son of the Most High God!” How 
come only they recognise him as the son of the Most High God? And the 
demons know that their time is limited. They beg Jesus not to torture them! 
They beg him to just send them away, and not into torment in hell before their 
time. How come only the demons believe in hell?


The demons plead with Jesus to send them into a herd of 2000 pigs, he gave 
them permission, and they entered the pigs, and the pigs rushed down a steep 
bank and into a lake and drowned.


2000 pigs. That is a lot of bacon. This is a large herd. In that day. That is a lot 
of money. This is someone, or a whole community of people loosing a very 
good business. One commentator said it like this; 


“It’s like Jesus showing up at the car dealership and sending the demons into 
two thousands cars and they all go drive off a cliff.” - Mark Driscoll


If this happened in our community, would we be happy with this? Did Jesus do 
the right thing here? Of course he did. Jesus was dealing with this man, but he 
was also dealing with this community. 


But first we see, Jesus heals this man. And the people find him sitting there at 
Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind. Isn’t this wonderful. You see friends, 
Jesus changes people! The demons are gone. The once scary guy is now 
sitting at the feet of Jesus. Calm, respectable, shaved, clean, clothed, in his 
right mind the bible says. 


What happened to him? He met Jesus. Jesus changes people. That’s just what 
he does. The story ends with this man going on to become a powerful minister 
and evangelist all around the region, telling everyone of what the Lord did for 
him! Amazing. Jesus saw the potential in him, that no one else could. The 
compassion of Jesus. The transforming power of Jesus.


But Jesus was not only working on him, the community where this happens 
don’t respond well. The bible says they become afraid of Jesus, but instead of 
responding to him in reverent fear and awe, they beg him to leave. The bible 
says, they pleaded with him to leave. Go away Jesus. 


Do you know what breaks my heart. This town loved their pigs more than this 
man. This town loved their pigs more than Jesus.


Just like in our own time, there are people who love ‘other things’ more than 
hurting people, more than Jesus. These people loved their pigs and their 
money, more than other people finding wholeness and healing. They shut 
Jesus out. They ask him to leave.
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But not this man who has been set free. Society decided there was no hope 
for him. But Jesus did not judge or condemn the man. Rather, he had 
compassion on him, he saw his potential to live in wholeness. Jesus gave an 
authoritative command, and demonstrated his Lordship and power, to set him 
free and heal him. Amen. Next story… Lets look at how…


Jesus shows compassion to a sick 
woman 
Mark 5:21-34 

21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a 
large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake. 22 Then one of the 
synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his 
feet. 23 He pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please 
come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” 24 So 
Jesus went with him.


Hold on to that story in your minds for a few moments, because there is one 
more story before we get back to this one! Verse 24;


A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman was there 
who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26 She had suffered a 
great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet 
instead of getting better she grew worse. 27 When she heard about Jesus, she 
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she 
thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately her 
bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her 
suffering.


30 At once Jesus realised that power had gone out from him. He turned 
around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”31 “You see the 
people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, 
‘Who touched me?’ ”32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 
33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his 
feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your 
suffering.”


This is another story that begins so sadly, but ends so wonderfully because of 
Jesus. There was a woman who was battling with a physical condition, she 
had been bleeding for twelve years. Suffering under the care of many doctors, 
but instead of getting better, she grew worse.


6



The Compassion of Jesus

She was desperate, and she had tried every form of treatment. She’s gone to 
the doctors. She’s tried other therapies. She’s probably prayed. She’s fasted. 
She did everything medically she could do, everything, and now she is 
completely broke. She has spent everything. Her life savings. Sold her home. 
Cashed in her retirement. Maxed out her credit card. And now she is in a 
horrible situation. No hope.


Furthermore, her condition would have made her ceremonially unclean, under 
the old covenant, she was under law, unclean. Here is what that means. No 
one has touched her in twelve years. No one has hugged her. No one has 
kissed her. She is isolated and lonely in her suffering. She can’t go out. She 
can’t go to the temple to worship. It’s heartbreaking. She was in her own 
unique kind of isolated lockdown.


But I want you to see what she does. She gets to Jesus. She gets to Jesus. 
She reaches out to Jesus. It is an act of faith. This might be a difficult thing for 
some of us to understand, because faith is such an abstract thing. But the 
bible says we’re saved by faith, and we live by faith. 


This lady had faith in her heart. And she says; “If I just touch his clothes, I will 
be healed.” She has great faith in Jesus, and in that instant, she is healed! I 
don’t claim to understand it all, but the power of God is unleashed in her life 
through faith, through trusting and believing in Jesus. I don’t know the exact 
reason why this happens to some and not others, because not everyone who 
touched Jesus was healed. But by faith, Jesus heals her. And it is beautiful! 
And here is the wonderful reality, because Jesus is pure and sinless, she does 
not make Jesus unclean, he makes her clean.


And you need to know this today if you are listening. In your heart. You need to 
believe this, by faith. It does not matter who you are, it does not matter how 
disgusting and ugly you may feel. How dirty your life has been. How defiled 
you feel you are. If you reach out to Jesus in faith, you won’t make him 
unclean. He will make you clean. 


Jesus’ compassion and love for this woman, is a picture of all who are saved 
by faith, reaching out to Jesus, and receiving new life. Forgiveness, salvation, 
restoration.


Jesus says, “Who touched me?” I think it’s a rhetorical question. He knows. 
But he wants to invite her to come forward and own it. When she realised she 
could not remain hidden, and what had happened to her, she came and fell at 
his feet. 


Trembling. She is afraid. She’s wondering. Will Jesus reject me. Will he publicly 
shame me. Have I make him unclean. Will the crowd cast me out?
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But Jesus does not let that happen. He says to her, in front of everyone. 
“Daughter, your faith has made you well, go in peace.” 


I believe this is the only time that Jesus ever calls someone “daughter.” 
Daughter. Such a powerful word for Jesus to name her. Jesus, the Son of God, 
is referring to her affectionately. He is also giving her a new identity. He is 
showing her that she now belongs. She is a part of his family. Amazing. The 
compassion of Jesus.


You okay for one more story? You remember Jairus, the father who came to 
Jesus, begging him to heal his daughter? Sadly, she has just died. But that is 
not going to hinder Jesus. Let’s look at how Jesus… 


Jesus shows compassion to a father 
and his little girl 
Mark 5:35-43 

35 While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of 
Jairus, the synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother 
the teacher anymore?” 36 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t 
be afraid; just believe.”


37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother 
of James. 38 When they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus 
saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly. 39 He went in and 
said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but 
asleep.” 40 But they laughed at him.


After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the 
disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41 He took her 
by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to 
you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk around (she 
was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 43 He gave 
strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her 
something to eat.


Jairus is a pastor. We know that because we get told he is a synagogue leader. 
He is kind of like me, and his daughter is exactly my daughters age, except his 
daughter is sick. It is his only child, and she is on her deathbed. We are not 
told what it is. Perhaps Cancer?


Fathers, I don’t want to emotionally manipulate you. But just think about that 
for a moment. Go there emotionally if you can. Imagine your daughter is dying. 
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All your dreams for her, your future together. It’s all crumbling. What would you 
do?


Jairus runs to Jesus, and he falls at his feet. Are you seeing the theme yet? 
The demonised man falls at Jesus’ feet. The sick woman falls at Jesus’ feet. 
The heartbroken fear-filled father falls at Jesus’ feet. And he begs Jesus. 
“Jesus, my daughter is dying. Please help her.” 


Jesus loves Jairus, and Jesus loves his daughter. Jesus has compassion on 
them. But the crowds are pressing around him. They all want his help. They all 
want a piece of him. Ministry was tough for Jesus. 


This one has a demon. This one is sick. This one is depressed. This one just 
wants to fight and argue with him. This one just wants a picture for social 
media. One of the hardest things in ministry is to know how to be discerning. 
You can’t serve everyone. You have to use your time wisely.


It is in the middle of this that Jesus heals the lady with the issue of blood, and 
while he is doing this, news of the little girls death comes. Can you imagine 
how that father must have felt - not even being able to be with her when she 
passed away.


But Jesus now focusses his full attention on Jairus, and he says to him; “Don’t 
be afraid, just believe.” I think there is a word there for some of you listening to 
me today. Maybe you are feeling your world is caving in. “Don’t be afraid, just 
believe.” Whatever it is you may be facing, Jesus’s words are spoken to you as 
well today through the Holy Spirit; “Don’t be afraid, just believe.”


But what do some of them do? They laughed at him. People still laugh in 
Jesus face. Forgive us Lord.


Jesus goes to their home, and the bible says he takes her by the hand. I love 
this. He takes her by her lifeless hand. He does not need to do this. He could 
have healed her from a distance, but he takes her hand. Fathers, if you have a 
little girl, you will know something of the fathers heart here toward his children. 
You know how amazing it is to hold your little girls hand. Why does he do this? 
because he loves her.


In the previous story, he called the women “daughter,” but this little girl he 
calls “Child.” Because she is his child. And he raises her from the dead. How 
incredible. For God, the raising of a dead person, is no more difficult than 
raising a little child from a sleep. Time to wake up little one. To God, death is 
just asleep.


For me, this is a picture of eternity for the children of God. I don’t know when 
Jesus will return my friends. It could be any minute. I know it will be when we 
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don’t expect it. But for his children. Death will be no different to a sleep. When 
this little girl opens her eyes, and who’s the first person she sees? Jesus. 
Whose is the first voice she hears? Jesus. Whats the first touch she feels? 
Jesus. I think it’s going to be like that for us.


We are going to go into a time of communion now, and its fitting, because of 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, we know that for all those who believe in 
Jesus, and follow Jesus, when we die, all those who belong to Jesus and are 
the children of God, on the other side of death, you will hear the voice of 
Jesus. You will feel the touch of Jesus. You will see the face of Jesus. Jesus 
will be there to meet you on the other side of death. Jesus will be there to 
meet you at the day of resurrection as he was there for this young girl. Amen.


Prayer 

Communion
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