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Jesus – The Purifier – Ian Fraser – 14th March 2021 AM

Reading:  Mark 7:24-30

24  Jesus left [Galilee] and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered
a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not 
keep his presence secret.   
25  In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little 
daughter was possessed by an evil [lit. unclean] spirit came and 
fell at his feet.   26  The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian 
Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her 
daughter.   
27  "First let the children eat all they want," he told her, "for it is 
not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs (lit. 
puppies)."   
28  "Yes, Lord," she replied, "but even the [little dogs] under the 
table eat the children's crumbs."   
29  Then he told her, "For such a reply, you may go; the demon 
has left your daughter."  
30  She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the 
demon gone. 

1.  God increases our hunger and thirst for Himself
“Jesus left that place for Tyre... He did not want anyone to know 
[He was there]” (7:24).  
 
a. When Jesus removes the sense of His presence.  Jesus 
removes Himself to the region of Tyre and Sidon, between the 
events of the feeding of the 5000 (Mark 6) and 4000 (Mark 8).  
Similar to Elijah’s ministry, he removes Himself, signifying the 
removal of the blessing of the presence of God, in order to raise 



the hunger for the Word of God and for the power of God.

It is a terrible silence, to be without the blessing, voice and power
of God.  When things go wrong it becomes obvious.  When things 
go well God might still leave in life’s greatest moments an aching 
void in the soul that only He can fill.  
Here, Jesus not only leaves, but goes into hiding.  As Elijah could 
not be found, so Jesus makes Himself disappear from the Children
of Israel to whom He was sent.  
What an awful thing to have once known the pleasure of God, 
and to find that aching emptiness of soul in its place.  Two 
reasons:  (1) hardness of heart and unbelief; or (2) God choosing 
through such an experience to train His dear child to love Him, 
not the feeling of Him.  The sense of the absence of God is 
sometimes given to even the nearest and dearest of His servants. 
He may disclose His reasons in due time.  

God increases spiritual hunger and thirst when we feel that He is 
distant, hidden, silent, or when things go wrong.  This mother of 
the demonized girl was desperate not only for her daughter, but 
for the presence, authority, love and power of God.  And here was
Jesus.  While trying to be in hiding, God was prepared to have the
presence of Jesus known to this woman.  And, for her, nothing 
but Jesus would do.  

> Has God put you in a place where you have an aching void that 
only He can fill?  Do you long for Him?  Be assured that God 
makes Jesus available to you, and in His love for You, He will not 
be able to keep Himself from You.  Even your longing for Him is a 
faint image of His deeper longing for you.  Isn’t God’s Word 
through Jeremiah for you, as you lift your heart and head to 
Heaven:  “13  You will seek me and find me when you seek me 
with all your heart.   14  I will be found by you," declares the 



LORD,” (Jeremiah 29:13, 14)?

2.  God puts in our hearts an ownership of our stuff.
“She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter” 
(7:26).

(a) In God’s providence, Jesus had come a long way for this 
woman, and for this encounter.  The lengths that God will go to 
bring you into the power of His presence and work!  As we take 
ownership of our issues, He is there for us, helping us to do so!

(b) Her daughter’s problem was her problem.  Here was an 
innocent little girl, but she was afflicted by a demon.  She was 
suffering from the defilement of the context she was born into.  
There was an “US” nature to her problem.  The defilement of one 
is the defilement of all.  This woman took on her daughter’s 
problems as her own – like the prophets of old (cf. Ezekiel 4:4-6; 
Jeremiah 14:18, 19).  This is what Jesus does in its ultimate scope:
In His death of the Cross He took upon Himself the sin of the 
world.  “The LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 
53:6).

It has sometimes been said, “If you were the only sinner in this 
world, Jesus would still have come to die for you.”  It is equally 
important to consider this, “If you were the only sinner in this 
world Jesus would still have had to come not only for you but for 
the entire world, because the sin of one is the defilement of the 
entire cosmos.”  This point is all bound up in the theology of the 
Day of Atonement, specifically in Leviticus 16, and in general in 
the whole book.
 
>  As we own our sin, we find Him to be Saviour and Deliverer. 



3.  God loves a holy objection
“First let... it’s not right...” (v27); “Yes, Lord, but...” (v28).
I was raised never to say, “Yes” and “but” in the same sentence.  
It has also been said that it is even worse to say, “Yes, Lord, but...”
in the same sentence.

But Jesus loves what she says.

Why did Jesus treat her with such prejudice?  Jews considered 
Gentiles to be unclean (cf. Acts 10:28), and His words brushed her
aside in the usual way Jewish traditions of the day thought of the 
Gentiles.  The “Tradition of the Elders” had been introduced to 
the reader by Mark in beginning of this chapter (7:1-13).  Now 
Jesus was testing her heart.  She would have nothing of it!

a.  Her reaction was by revelation.  She knew Him by revelation. 
She knew Him as “Lord” – i.e. as the Son of David (Matthew 
15:22).  He was the long awaited Anointed One – the power of 
God for the Jew first, but also for the Greek (cf. Romans 1:16).  On
that basis, she would not be denied.
In the same way, Jesus said to Peter, who got the true identity of 
Jesus right, “"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was 
not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.” 
(Matthew 16:17).
If we react to Jesus and to one another in the usual way people 
fling and fire at each other, we’ll never get to where Jesus wants 
our hearts to be; and purifying revelation of God to our souls may
remain hidden.

> God will reveal Jesus to us, if we seek the truth of who He is.



b. God loves a wrestler.  This woman would not be put off from 
the truth of Jesus – He was the Son of David and she would not 
be deterred from that.
So, she rips off the cover of the usual way Jews relate to Gentiles, 
and she pierces through to the truth that she saw in Jesus: There 
is grace for even her, as an “unclean” Gentile, and in her situation 
in an “unclean” region, for her “unclean” little daughter.
She pushes back to Jesus, and He loves it.

>  This is for us today:  Remember the wrestle of Jacob against 
God’s, “Let me go” (Genesis 32:26).  He said, “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me.”  God made the wrestle a time when Jacob 
became a new man.  And remember the two on the road to 
Emmaus? Jesus said had met them on their way from Jerusalem, 
and heard their disappointment about Jesus having been 
crucified.  They did not recognize Him, for, again, in their case He 
was “hidden” for good reason.  On the road He stirred their 
hearts as He opened God’s Word to them.  When they reached 
their destination he indicated his intention to carry on with his 
journey.  He was about to leave them.  But they stopped Him, 
strongly urging Him to come home with them.  They persuaded 
Him.  So He went and had a meal with them, and there in answer 
to their grief, He revealed Himself to their aching hearts, and 
filled them with an inexpressible and glorious joy (Luke 24:28, 
29).  
>  Is He resisting you today that, as with this woman, and as with 
the travellers to Emmaus, in your heart may arise the 
unquenchable thirst of the Psalmist, “2  My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God” (Psalm 42:2).

4. God’s victory on God’s terms.   “For such a reply, you may 
go; the demon has left your daughter” (7:29).



a. Uniting with Christ, He breaks bad.  Jesus gets us to unite 
with Him:  “He breaks the power of cancelled sin and sets the 
prisoner free”; “Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us 
today”.  Jesus was using this woman to purify the world in which 
she lived.

b. Jesus unfiltered purifies our space.  
She found her child delivered.  She had worked with God.  God’s 
work on God’s terms – achieves God’s victory.
> Jesus, the Lamb of God, takes away the sin of our space.  He 
purifies our common space.  He has the power not only to purify 
our hearts, but to purify the world we live in.

# When my brother’s work jammed in chaos and logjams, he 
asked himself, “What evidence of God is there in my life?  So 
much is going wrong and won’t come right.”
He decided, “I will get on my knees every morning and bring 
myself to God.”  It was the start of an earnest time of prayer, 
every day.
A friend said to him, “Why do you use a daily devotional?  The 
Bible is written for you.  Get into God’s Word yourself.”  He did.
Three days later, a big, jammed contract, moved forward.  He said
to me, “Every day, I’m now starting it on my knees.”

>  My appeal to you this morning.  Do you have a responsibility 
that needs the purifying work of Christ?  Is He not there to start 
with you; and then with you to do a cleansing and purifying work 
in your life and circumstance?  I appeal to you to wrestle with 
Jesus until you are united with Him, so that He may command His 
power and work in you and in the affairs you face.  And may you 
have your own story of the evidence of God in your life.  Amen.


