
WHAT YOUR LIFE IS MISSING 
 
As humans, one thing that we continuously seek is a sense of PURPOSE. We crave it, no 
matter how big or small. Lockdown has been proof of this.  

 How many of us decided to do some DIY on our houses last year,  
 How many of you guys took up baking for the first time?  
 Perhaps you became lawn perfectionist ensuring that every blade of grass was the 

same length 
 Or ladies, any Croche takers? 

 
We tell ourselves that if we find something to do and find our purpose, that we’ll stay 
fulfilled, and in many ways, this is right…but when it comes to purpose and the Kingdom of 
God, things are a little different. 
 
Matt 10:39  
says that whoever finds their life will lose it and whoever loses their life will find it. 
 
When we commit our entire lives to God, when we sacrificially lay our lives down, there is a 
letting go, there’s a releasing as our priorities change. 

 When you meet that special someone, your priorities change, all you wanna do is 
spend time with them. 

 
Perhaps what your life is missing, is complete surrender to God 

 It's Better to Lose your life than to waste it 
 
----- 
Enter Acts 20 
Paul had spent three years in Ephesus (West coast of Turkey), he’s been establishing the 
church. He says verse 31 that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every 
one with tears.”  
He was so successful in this ministry that according to Acts 19:10, “all the residents of Asia 
heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.” Amazing! 
 

 Paul is on his way to Jerusalem, rushing to get there in time Pentecost, but he wants 
one more chat with the leaders of the church of Ephesus. When someone gives a 
leaving speech, those last words are really important. It's like his last will and 
testament 

 
As he arrives, he begins talking to the elders. Lets pick up from verse 22: 
ACTS 20:22-35 
 
22 “And now I am bound by the Spirit[f] to go to Jerusalem. I don’t know what awaits 
me, 23 except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city that jail and suffering lie 
ahead. 24 But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me 
by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of 
God. 
25 “And now I know that none of you to whom I have preached the Kingdom will ever see me 
again. 26 I declare today that I have been faithful. If anyone suffers eternal death, it’s not my 
fault,[g] 27 for I didn’t shrink from declaring all that God wants you to know. 
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Jump forward to verse 32: 
33 “I have never coveted anyone’s silver or gold or fine clothes. 34 You know that these hands 
of mine have worked to supply my own needs and even the needs of those who were with 
me. 35 And I have been a constant example of how you can help those in need by working 
hard. You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’” 
Here’s how the encounter ends:  
36 When he had finished speaking, he knelt and prayed with them. 37 They all cried as they 
embraced and kissed him good-bye. 38 They were sad most of all because he had said that 
they would never see him again. Then they escorted him down to the ship. 

 

 Pauls words make me uncomfortable, they’re hard hitting. 

 We can’t read the word and remain indifferent, it calls us to action! 

 Pauls words make we want to be utterly committed to the cause of Christ, 
 
This is a hard hitting message, but it’s the standard that Paul insists on. Vs 24 encapsulates 
Paul’s mission. Can we state this verse with complete truth? 
 
24 my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord 
Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God. 
 

 During World War I, two British soldiers -- Lance Cpl. Schofield and Lance Cpl. Blake -
- receive seemingly impossible orders. In a race against time, they must cross over 
into enemy territory to deliver a message that could potentially save 1,600 of their 
fellow comrades -- including Blake's own brother. The movie 1917 

 The movie is emotive and full of suspense, as soon as they cross that front line… 
 

• Was their goal to stay alive or was it to stay on course? 

• Well yes both, but they were given orders to get the message through.  
 

 Perhaps our goal is not to stay alive, but to stay on course 
 
----- 
Paul didn’t want to waste his life. In Phil 3:8 he says: 
But more than that, I count everything as loss compared to the priceless 
privilege and supreme advantage of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord [and of growing more 
deeply and thoroughly acquainted with Him—a joy unequaled]. For His sake I have lost 
everything, and I consider it all garbage, so that I may gain Christ, 
 

• I don’t think Paul was concerned about making it to 80 years old 

• I don’t think Paul was worried about making millions of Rands 

• I don’t even think Paul was worried about getting sick or being persecuted 
 
His guiding line: Better to lose your life than to waste it 
 
So are you still with me? This is a challenging message to hear… 
 

SO WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO LOSE YOUR LIFE? 
 



1) We are Led by the Holy Spirit 
 
22 “And now I am bound by the Spirit[f] to go to Jerusalem. I don’t know what awaits 
me,  
 

Another translation uses the word: ‘Constrained’ 
 

 Story of Tower of Terror, you’re at the mercy of that ride.  
When the Spirit takes over, we are different, distinctly different.  
 
We aren’t just volunteers for God, We are recruits, Conscripts. I had no option to get off 
that Tower of Terror, I was strapped in and well on my way to throwing up.  

• Often in church we ask for volunteers which implies that we decide, but when we 
commit our lives to Christ, we are essentially reporting for duty, as the Spirit leads. 

• Have we allowed the Holy Spirit to take control of your life? 
 
It's only by the HS that we can serve and choose Jesus! 
 
1 Cor 12:3 says: 
3 So I want you to know that no one speaking by the Spirit of God will curse Jesus, and no one 
can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit. 
 

 Christian maturity is about relinquishing control to the Holy Spirit. The letting go of 
life is evidence that the HS is in you. 

 
To happily say: I’ll rather lose my life than waste it, makes no sense in the flesh, but it makes 
complete sense when the HS has control 
 

2)  We are Content about Tomorrow 
 
Look at verse 22 again: And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the 
Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there. 
 
John Piper says that: Every faith step that we take as Christians takes a turn around the 
corner called future and disappears into the unknown. Hebrews 11:8 reminds us that is was 
“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going” 
 
This is what’s so funny about the world right now, we don’t know what’s coming up. No-one 
has the answers, because we’ve never been here before. God just calls us to himself… 
 
The key to a faith walk, is maintaining intimacy with the Father. Why because when we 
step out in faith insecurely, our identity comes into question… 
 

 Heidi Baker, a missionary to Mozambique and heads up IRIS ministries, says this 
about intimacy with God 

 

“I sense that the Lord is inviting us into a place we have been afraid to live in – the 
supernatural realm of his Kingdom, where His manifest presence surrounds and holds us 
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like water in the oceans depths. We were created to breathe in this realm. We can be 
permanently immersed in the glory of His love. We simply have to drown…God is looking for 
a people He can so immerse in His love that for the rest of their lives they will have to 
survive inside His heart. Nothing else will matter to them. Still, He calls us deeper. No matter 
how deep we have gone, there is more. We need to go deeper and lower until all we have is 
the mind of Christ. We are called to be more than a people who can dive for brief periods 
but have to keep popping up our heads, trying to figure it all out. We have to be able to 
breathe in His atmosphere without coming up for the world air.” 

 
When we’re connected to the father, we’re not worried about what will happen next, we 
simply walking along the path holding his hand. 

 
The 3rd characteristic of losing your life is that.. 
 

3)  We have courage to Journey through Suffering 
 
Check Vs 23 
23 except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city that jail and suffering lie ahead.  
 

The Christian journey is designed by God to lead through pain.  
▪ Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:12, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life 

in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  
 

Suffering is not punishment, suffering happens because of the world we live in. 
But we never relent, we pray for healing, we contend for breakthrough, because sickness 
and disease are not from God. But in this world we will have trouble and trials. 
 
I wonder if some people thought that Paul should have thrown in the towel and given it 
up..Perhaps conversations went along these lines:  
 
“But Paul, you’re getting old. How ’bout a little cottage on the Aegean Sea? How about you 
take the last twenty years of your life be travel, play golf, tinker around the garage, dig in 
the garden. Let Timothy have a chance. He’s young.  
 
Although we may retire from physical work, there is no such thing as retirement from 
ministry in the Kingdom of God 
 
But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 

   which shines brighter and brighter until full day. (Proverbs 4:18) 
 
There are no sunset years for us as Christians. Till you die, there is a race to be run and a 
ministry to be finished. 
 
I have 2 mentor figures:  
The one is in his mid 60’s and still ministering, the second is in his late 70’s and still 
mentoring. My grandfather was still pastoring a church in his early 70’s. He was leading a 
small group in his 80’s. 
Don’t settle for a retired mentality…did God say your work is done? 
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For those who are younger, I know we often battle with commitment. Church membership 
sounds foreign and strange. But as younger people, don’t keep your options open. Serve 
and commit, and aim to be accountable to someone. Otherwise you will waste your life 
drifting… 
 
CLOSE 
 
Church, don’t waste your life. Don’t get caught in the pursuit of earthly happiness. This life is 
so short, so temporary. 
 
Even in social isolation –  
Who is God placing on your heart?  
What country is God placing on your heart?  
What ministry is God placing on your heart? 
What spiritual gift have you been given? How are you walking in that? 
 
What is the Holy Spirit saying to you right now?  
 
When you signed up and committed to God, you gave up the right to own your own life.  
 

 


