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Intro 

I hope our Rebuild series in the book of Nehemiah has been both encouraging and 
challenging to all of us over the past couple of weeks. There have been a number of things 
that we have seen that should be integrated into our own spiritual lives. One example is the 
importance of prayer: We have seen the importance of prayer and seeking God in all that 
we. Nehemiah, in the first chapter prays and asked God for favor to carry out what God had 
placed on his heart to do before acting on it.  
 
We were also reminded about how there sometimes what God is doing may bring 
opposition our way but that is no reason to neglect our part in God’s plan. We need to 
recognize the opposition’s schemes and combat them using God’s word and make a resolve 
to stick to God’s plan in our lives.  
 
Another key subject we covered was the importance of taking ownership of God’s house. 
The people of God, through Nehemiah’s leadership recommit themselves to the laws of God 
and to the smooth running of the temple collectively. This also meant a recommitment to 
healthy spiritual disciplines in each of their lives.  
 
So the wall is finally rebuilt and those looking at this great work realize that this has God’s 
hand all over it but what now? It may seem that the job is done but chapters 11 – 13 remind 
us that the journey isn’t over.  
 
Picture 

The rebuilding of the wall can mean a number of things to different people, but this 
something we can all apply in the same way: God still helps us rebuild what has been broken 
in our lives. He is still in the business of restoring and rebuilding and I hope that through this 
series you have seen him rebuilding key areas of your life that have been compromised. 
Areas such faith, love, hope, passion and commitment to prayer and personal devotion etc.. 
What do we do to maintain this in our lives? 

 
 

1. INTENTIONAL PLANNING 

• Neh:11:1-2 “Now the leaders of the people settled in Jerusalem. The rest of the people 
cast lots to bring one out of every ten of them to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while 
the remaining nine were to stay in their own towns. 2 The people commended all who 
volunteered to live in Jerusalem.” 

• Nehemiah arranges where people would live their lives with their families in relation to 
the wall that has been build and the newly fortified Jerusalem. When we have focused 
on the bigger picture for a long time it is so easy to forget that it was the small steps, 



that helped us get us to where we needed to be. We also need to plan on taking more 
steps that will help us continue in our spiritual growth.  

• Background: The walls had been rebuilt and the inner city seemed under populated and 
Nehemiah wanted it to be occupied by more people. They cast lots to determine who 
would live inside the newly built. This was a result of people not wanting to stay in 
Jerusalem because it meant that there were stricter laws, as far as holy living is 
concerned, that they would have to observe. This is what was assumed for those living 
in close proximity to the temple.  Some would have to leave their ancestral homes to 
rebuild new houses within Jerusalem as well as reestablish their business. Non-Jews 
were also afraid of being excluded from trade because of their religious beliefs. That’s 
why those who went voluntarily were commended: they were committing to a higher 
standard of living as well uprooting their lives in view of this. 

• Nehemiah, by building the wall reestablished the ‘holy city’, what good would it be to 
have a holy city with no one to live out what that means? This is why Nehemiah had to 
plan ahead.  

• All valid points raised by those not wanting to live in the holy city but notice that 
Nehemiah doesn’t just leave it there, he makes sure that he organizes how the city 
would be occupied and comes up with a solution that is fair and sustainable. Chapes 11 
and 12 are a detailed account of how Nehemiah organized everyone.  
 
 
 

 

• The bottom line there are things that have to be put in place in order for us to remain 
faithful to what God has built in and around our lives. What are those things in your life? 

 

• Personal story. 

 

2.  A LIFESTYLE OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING 
• Nehemiah 12:27 - 30 27 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the Levites were 

sought out from where they lived and were brought to Jerusalem to celebrate joyfully 
the dedication with songs of thanksgiving and with the music of cymbals, harps and 
lyres. 28 The musicians also were brought together from the region around Jerusalem—
from the villages of the Netophathites, 29 from Beth Gilgal, and from the area of Geba 
and Azmaveth, for the musicians had built villages for themselves around 
Jerusalem. 30 When the priests and Levites had purified themselves ceremonially, they 
purified the people, the gates and the wall. 
 

• Nehemiah sees the importance of celebrating what God has done and  Dedicates it back 
to Him. 

• The hardest time to stay thankful and grateful for what God has done in our lives is 
when we have received what we have desperately longed for! We’re “home safe” and 
can easily start to lose sight of God’s goodness toward us. Not so with Nehemiah. 

• Notice how Nehemiah seeks out those who play a role in making sure praise goes back 
to God. In verses further down he organises them into specific positions talk about 



taking praise and honour to God seriously! He also goes as far as making sure that they 
are well taken care of and provided for so that they are able to perform this task.  

• Praise is a non-comprisable element to Nehemiah and it should be so with us too.  

• Thanksgiving is freeing: It reminds us that everything that we have seen God do is not 
dependent on us. Yes we have a role to play but it is God’s hand that has led to our 
success. This celebration was a loud and clear statement of this reality for the people.  

• If you want to live a life that points people to a Good, faithful and generous God, start 
by prioritizing praise and thanksgiving in your life:  

• Nehemiah 12: 43 And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God 
had given them great joy. The women and children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing 
in Jerusalem could be heard far away.” 

 

3. LIVING IN REMEMBRANCE 
• Nehemiah 13:1-3 “On that day the Book of Moses was read aloud in the hearing of the 

people and there it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever be 
admitted into the assembly of God, 2 because they had not met the Israelites with food 
and water but had hired Balaam to call a curse down on them. (Our God, however, 
turned the curse into a blessing.) 3 When the people heard this law, they excluded from 
Israel all who were of foreign descent.” 

• God’s word is read aloud for all to hear and to reflect on as a reminder. Notice that this 
leads the people to action! 

• Exclusion of Foreigners (Clarity) – We are not permitted to exclude anyone from the 
community of God: Galatians 3:28  28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

•  BUT there is an interpretation for us take here. They were removing what was in 
opposition to what God had been doing in and through their community. Think about 
Solomon’s downfall and those before him that led  to the worship of foreign God’s and 
compromise on God standards.  

• We have to think about what God has delivered us from and choose not to compromise 
got back there again. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 “Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men[a] 10 nor thieves nor the greedy 
nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is 
what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 

• Forgiveness (clarity) Not an excuse to live in unforgiveness towards others either! 

Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 

just as in Christ God forgave you. 

• In our modern day lives what factors have led  us astray from God? My Challenge to you 
is to write these down and commit to doing something about it so that it doesn’t 
become a problem again.  
 

4. DISCIPLINE AND CLEAR LEADERSHIP 
• Nehemiah 13: 6-11 6 But while all this was going on, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the 

thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Some time 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%206&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28477a


later I asked his permission 7 and came back to Jerusalem. Here I learned about the evil 
thing Eliashib had done in providing Tobiah a room in the courts of the house of God. 8 I 
was greatly displeased and threw all Tobiah’s household goods out of the room. 9 I gave 
orders to purify the rooms, and then I put back into them the equipment of the house of 
God, with the grain offerings and the incense. 10 I also learned that the portions assigned 
to the Levites had not been given to them, and that all the Levites and musicians 
responsible for the service had gone back to their own fields. 11 So I rebuked the officials 
and asked them, “Why is the house of God neglected?” Then I called them together and 
stationed them at their posts. 
 

• Recap - Eliashib who was in charge of the store rooms of the house of God gives 
Tobaiah, an ammonite and previous opposer of the rebuilding of the wall, permission to 
use the room for his own personal use .Nehemiah does the hard job of “setting things 
straight”. 

• Its clear that others aren’t as affected about how things have turned out: Sometimes 
what God has placed on your heart is yours to carry but will result in the good of those 
placed around you! 

• Nehemiah 2 is significant as it reminds us of this: 1 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying 
there three days 12 I set out during the night with a few others. I had not told anyone 
what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were no mounts with me 
except the one I was riding on. 

• Nehemiah is doing all of this for God, not simply to dictate to people. Nehemiah 13:14 
“14 Remember me for this, my God, and do not blot out what I have so faithfully done for 
the house of my God and its services. 

• Leader, father, mother, manager, teacher whatever your role is, remember you are 
leading people by the way you live out your life. What part do you play in making sure 
that we as a church community stay true to our commitment to live holy and pure lives 
before God? 

 

 
 

Summary 
To stay on course and remain faithful to what God has built in our lives we need to: 

1. Value intentional planning towards holy living 
2. Live a lifestyle of praise and thanksgiving 
3. Live in remembrance of what God has done to bring us back to him 
4. Prioritize discipline and leadership in our lives. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 


