
Introduction 
 
This morning I have the great privilege of carrying on in our Justice series. Many of you will 
know that last week was our annual missions weeks and what a powerful week it has been. I 
am sure Pastor John Thomas’s message is still challenging us and moving us towards a life of 
faith and deep trust in Jesus for our nation and the world. As part of our justice series, we 
felt it is important that we talk about Xenophobia, a term that we know all too well in our 
nation. Strangely enough we haven’t been hearing too much about it on the news lately and 
that can make us believe that it is not one of the urgent issues in our day and age but 
nothing could be further to the truth.  
 
A quick search for crimes related to xenophobia will lead you to so many stories of violence 
rooted in Xenophobia in our country. It is a problem we have to address and at least be 
aware of. A good place to start is knowing what it is and I thought we would start by 
defining what a phobia generally is. Here is a good working definition:  
 
“A phobia is an excessive and irrational fear reaction. If you have a phobia, you may 
experience a deep sense of dread or panic when you encounter the source of your fear. The 
fear can be of a certain place, situation, or object. Unlike general anxiety disorders, 
a phobia is usually connected to something specific.” Andrea Wodele 
 
Interesting to see how phobias are all fear driven.  
 
Xenophobia was formed from a brace of words found in ancient 
Greek, xenos (which can mean either "stranger" or "guest") and phobos (which can 
mean either "flight" or "fear").  
 
 
General statistics – South Africa 
 

• There are an estimated 3.6 million migrants in the country, out of an overall population 
of well over 50 million 

• About 70% of foreigners in South Africa come from neighbouring Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique and Lesotho.  

• The remaining 30% is made up of people from Malawi, UK, Namibia, Swaziland, India 
and other countries. 

 
The Old Testament 
 
It is not secret that God set aside the Israelites as his chosen people in the Old Testament 
but there is more to this than we think. It is easy to look at God’s relationship with the 
Israelites and see room for separation and exclusion of foreigners. However, God was not 
condoning ill-treading foreigners at all, nor was he excluding them because he loved them 
any less. Rather the Laws he gave his people were meant to be a standard for holy living 
that would draw other nations to worship and revere God as well. Here are a few examples 
of this: 
 



• God intended to bless all people – Gen 12:3 “I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth  will be blessed through 
you.” 

• God is the God of all nations – Ps 99:2 “Great is the Lord in Zion; he is exalted over all 
the nations” 

• All nations will worship God (prophecy) – Ps 86:9 “ All nations you have made will 
come and worship before you, O Lord; they will bring Glory to your name. 

• God reveals himself to all nations – Ps 98:2 “The Lord has made his salvation known 
and revealed his righteousness to the nations” 

• God loves the foreigner - Deuteronomy 10:18-19: He defends the cause of the 
fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them 
food and clothing.19 And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you 
yourselves were foreigners in Egypt. 

 
1. No one is left out of God’s plan. 
 
Peter’s experience – Acts 10:27-34 

• In Acts 10 we’re told that Peter was given a vision by the Lord in which he saw 
something like a large sheet let down to earth from heaven. 

• It had all kinds of four footed animals as well as reptiles and birds. He hears a voice 
saying he must get up/kill and eat. 

• He refuses saying this food is impure and God tells him not to call anything impure 
that He has made. This happens three times. 

• After this vision Cornelius sends men to go and find Peter and bring him back with 
them to tell them what God wants them to know (The gospel message). They find 
Peter and bring him to Cornelius (a gentile). 

• Peter meets him inside and when he enters the house he finds many gentiles gathered 
waiting for him and this is what he says: 
 

Acts 10:27-34 

27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said 
to them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a 
Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when 
I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?” 
30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in 
the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, 
God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for 
Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the 
sea.’ 33 So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in 
the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” 34 Then 
Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but 
accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 

• Galatians 3:28 – “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 



• Ephesians 3:6 “And this is God’s plan: Both Gentiles and Jews who believe the Good 
News share equally in the riches inherited by God’s children. Both are part of the same 
body, and both enjoy the promise of blessings because they belong to Christ Jesus.” 

• Romans 11:17-24 
 
 

2. Loving others, including foreigners is not optional. It is Mandatory for Christ followers 
 

• We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he 
is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom 
he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must 
also love his brother.” 

• NB – We love because he first loved us: If we cannot love our neighbour we must question 
whether or not we value and appreciate the love and acceptance we ourselves have 
received from God.   

• it is impossible to hate another person when we have been impacted by God’s love.  

• Maybe you fear when you see a foreigners around you for some reason – Ask God to 
remind you of his love for you and let that transform the way you see others.  

 

• The solution cannot be violence and oppression against other like we have see in so many 
news reports. This is against God’s heart. As a nation we have to accept that we ourselves 
have not done well to address the issue of unemployment in our nation and begin to 
actively address that. Each one with the influence he has. 

 
What does this mean for us practically as we deal with Xenophobia? 
 
3. Fear is the root of the problem. 

In South Africa, experts believe that a key accelerant of this problem is the fear of 
ordinary South Africans for their own livelihood. The struggle is that more and more 
people are finding themselves without work and to make matters worse, they see 
foreigners consistently getting jobs because they are seen as cheap labour by 
businesses.  
 
South Africans fear that they will soon not be able to work because of this and as a 
result, resort to violence to get rid of foreigners. The truth is we have not done well in 
decreasing the unemployment rate in our nation. We’re currently sitting with a 30.1% 
unemployment rate! (heightened by the current Corona Virus pandemic also). Panic and 
fear is rife right now in our nation.  

 

• We are not going to deal with the scourge of Xenophobia by sticking to a list of do’s and 
don’ts in our country. We have to deal with the root cause which is fear (linked to 
unemployment and wellbeing).  

• Remember our definition for Xenophobia – it is fear based.  

• 1 Jn 4:18-21 - “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.  

• “These two are mutually exclusive. The entrance of the one is for the other a notice to 
quit. We cannot both love and fear the same person or thing, and where love comes in, 



the darker form slips out at the door; and where Love comes in, it brings hand in hand 
with itself Courage with her radiant face” – Mclarens Expositions 
 
 

 
 

Practical ideas 
 

• Cheap labour is not an option for Christians – be generous to those under you and resist 
the rampant habit of paying people the least amount possible. Value people! 

• Galatians 6:9 “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” 

• Remember what happened with Cornelius? God remembered his good deeds towards 
others – Acts 10:38. 

• You may have a business and the capacity to employ someone who is without work. You 
may need some work done on your house or car that can be done by someone who has 
without work at the moment and is needing finances. You may want to supply groceries 
to someone in need who has been affected by Xenophobic violence or the Corona Virus 
in general.  

• Do this in love, and as people experience God’s love through you they may possibly be led 
to extend the same love to others fearing for their future and wellbeing. 

• Ask God to lead you to a foreigner that you can grow a relationship with and learn to 
appreciate who they are and where they have come from.  

• Change your language and watch how you talk about and describe foreigners and other 
vulnerable people.  

• Pray!  

• Story of foreigners in the townships. 
 
 

4. We are responsible for the well-being of our brothers and sisters. 
 

• Is. 1:17 Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed.[a] 
Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow. 

• Address inequalities in your circles and begin to correct discriminative language and 
behaviour. Mathew 25:37-40 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?38 When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we 
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.’ 
 

5. Conclusion 
 

1. God’s love and grace is the same for everyone despite their nationality and class. 
2. Loving others is not optional but mandatory for every Christ follower. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17672a


3. The root of Xenophobic disruption and violence is fear– deal with the root of the problem 
in your own life an help others to do the same. Love over fear! 

4. Take responsibility for those around you and respond to the call to practically protect and 
love vulnerable people in your social circles.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


