
WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT RACISM 

 

Note: This message was preluded by a panel of people from different cultures 
to share their personal experience of racism and how God has worked in their 
lives to bring transformation. 

 

TRANSITION 

I really want to thank Sino; Nick; Engela & Abi for sharing a bit of their stories today. 
It has been my hope that in listening to one another, we can learn, understand, and 
gain a new perspective. 

As much as listening to each other is of great value – what is even more important is 
that we listen to God. So in closing our time today, I want to speak to you for just a 
few minutes about what God wants us to know about racism & discrimination. 

Unfortunately, nowhere in the bible does it say: “Thou shalt not be a racist!” In fact 
the word racism only made its first appearance in the early Twentieth century.  

Also, very sadly, many supremacist groups have used the bible to justify racism 
through the years – they have twisted and picked bits that suit their agenda and 
ignored large sections of scripture that share what God’s heart is really like.  

So, this morning I want to share with you some very basic and straight forward 
principles in God’s word that I believe we can apply to racism and to all our 
relationships. My simple reading of the Bible, sees first that God created all people: 

1. GOD CREATED ALL PEOPLE AND HIS CREATION WAS GOOD 

In Genesis chapter 1 God says; 

“Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So God 
created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.” (Genesis 1:26) 

God is our creator, and I believe He took great care and delight in making us all in 
his image. Being made in the image of God, is not only about your physical 
attributes, and the the colour of your skin, but it is mostly about all the other 
incredible parts of what it means to be human – this complex unity of a body, soul, 
and spirit! It’s a full package for God. Think about it, God must so enjoy the beauty of 
His creation – He has put so much detail into everything He has made – even the 
different races.  

2. GOD HAS MADE US ALL DIFFERENT AND UNIQUE 



It used to be a common term when shirking off the issue of race to say – “I don’t see 
colour, I’m just colour blind.” But to do that, is to miss out on the diversity and beauty 
of God’s creation. 

When Paul was addressing the people in Athens he said this about God; 

 “He himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one 
man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he 
marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.” 
(Acts 17:25-26) 

So, God has created us differently – we need to celebrate that, rather than use it as 
a point of division. I know that these issues are complex though, and I know it is a 
struggle for some, in terms of how they identify. And we have to be sensitive in how 
we label and view people. But we also need to recognize that God is the one who 
created us. Different & unique! And that is not a bad thing. 

The next thing I see is that: 

3. GOD’S SALVATION PLAN IS FOR EVERYONE 

The bible is clear that all of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. The 
penalty for sin is death, and eternity in hell. And God calls all of us, all tribes, all 
nations, all people groups, to repent, and to believe in the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is the only way to be saved. 

For those who call on the name of the Lord, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
God says they will be saved, and be born again, becoming part of the family of God. 
Galatians says it like this; 

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you 
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. (Galatians 3:26-29) 

We see here that in Christ, we are all God’s children by faith. We are all clothed with 
Christ. We have a new identity in him. Things we see as things that separate us; 
Jew, Gentile, race. Slave, free, class. Male, female, gender. These things no longer 
divide us in Christ. We are all one in Christ Jesus!  For this reason… 

4. HEAVEN WILL BE FULL OF PEOPLE FROM EVERY PEOPLE GROUP 

This is what the book of Revelations says; 

“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were 
slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe 
and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom 
and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9) 

God’s salvation is for all people – not just one group. Here is the final thing I believe 
it is important to say; 



5. GOD DOES NOT HAVE FAVOURITES, NEITHER SHOULD YOU 

The story that stands out clearest for me in scripture, is of Jesus talking to the 
Samaritan woman at the well. Everything about the situation was wrong from a 
worldly perspective - Jews did not associate with Samaritans, they avoided them, 
they hated them. They looked down on them. The feelings were mutual.  

Furthermore, men were not meant to associate with women either. Jesus crossed 
multiple racial and gender barriers, to show us all, that God does not have favourites. 
He loves all of his children! Amen. 

The books of Romans chapter 2 says; “For God does not show favoritism.” 
(Romans 2:9-11). 

We also see in scripture that we are meant to have the same heart as God; James, 
the little brother of Jesus taught us this; 

“If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are 
convicted by the law as lawbreakers.” (James 2:8) 

This is a super simple understanding of what the Bible says about race – we will look 
in so much more detail over the next few weeks as we take more about race, and 
privilege, gender-based violence, the treatment of foreigners. But the same 
foundation of these three bible principals underlies it all: 

God made all people – wonderful and unique. 

God has a salvation plan for all people – we have all sinned and need Jesus. 

God does not have favourites or discriminate, so neither should you. 

Let’s pray together. 


