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UNDERSTANDING GOD AS FATHER 
Credits: Mark Driscoll. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Today we are in Galatians chapter four. We won’t get through all of it – but we will 
deal with the parts we can today! 

In the first three chapters… we have trekked through Paul’s teaching to the 
Galatians… about what the gospel is. In a sporting sense… the book of Romans is 
like offence… advancing the gospel… and Galatians is like defence – defending the 
gospel. 

We saw that the gospel is all about the grace of Jesus plus nothing. Jesus grace… 
plus nothing… equals salvation. But Jesus grace… plus anything… ruins everything! 
And legalism loves to add more and more rules to the Christian faith. 

We also looked at the State of the church – and how if you have started with Jesus – 
you need to stay with Jesus! If you started in the Spirit – stay with the Spirit! 

Galatians is an amazing book. So much we can learn from it. 

Perhaps the two most important things you learn in Bible is; 

1) Who God is. 

2) Who you are.  

If you get these two right - the rest of life tends to work itself out. But, if you get these 
two wrong, the rest of life, has a lot of pains and problems. 

So this question of identity was a big one for Paul and the Galatians. By adding 
additional rules and regulations to the Gospel… the Galatians were messing up their 
theology… and that was messing up their identity. This was a huge frustration to 
Paul. 

So today I want to talk to you about understanding God as Father. 

UNDERSTANDING GOD AS FATHER 
One of the best things in my life… is that I get to be a father. It is a miracle that I am 
so grateful for. And I love watching kids and their fathers. I love seeing healthy father 
child relationships. Today I want to explore this as it relates to our relationship with 
God the Father. 

But let’s start in Galatians 3 to set up some context… 

Galatians 3:29  

And if you are Christ’s… then you are Abraham’s offspring… heirs according 
to promise. 
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The message today… is going to simply walk through a couple of questions with 
you… Here is the first… 

DO YOU BELONG TO CHRIST? 
Paul says – if you are Christ’s… So my question to you my friend, is… “Do you 
belong to Christ?” 

What Paul was dealing with in Galatians… were a bunch of religious people in the 
church… who would have said; “Yes! … I was born into a believing family. My 
parents love the Lord. My grandparents love the Lord. We’ve gone to church our 
whole lives!” But… they had not personally come into a relationship with God - they 
had not personally… crossed that line of faith, of trust, of wholeheartedness, 
ultimately, making this decision for themselves. 

As a kid… for a while, you can sort of borrow your parents faith… until you get your 
own. These people - they had relatives who knew the Lord, and if you asked them, 
are you concerned about your eternity? I’m sure they would say, “No. We are fine. 
We come from a good family, a believing family, we are fine!” 

But Paul says – No, you’re not okay… verse 29….Are you Christs?  

They were pointing to family history. They were pointing to their Christian roots. But 
Paul was saying that the line into heaven is single file. There is no group.    

You first have to understand what it means to be a Christian. 

First of all - there is a problem with me. Sin. 

And that there is a solution, and his name is Jesus. 

And he came on the most amazing rescue mission. 

He came to earth, lived an absolutely sinless life. The life I was supposed to live, but 
didn’t, because of all my failures, flaws, shortcomings, sin. 

And then he went to the cross - and he did something for me - He substituted himself 
for me. He paid a price for me. 

He did something on my behalf - he paid a price. It cost him everything. It cost me 
nothing. 

He takes care of my biggest problem, and that is my sin problem, which separates 
me from God. He gives me the assurance of what awaits me on the other side of this 
life, If I belong to him.  

So the first question is - Are you Christs? 

Do YOU understand what it means to be a Christian? 

And if you are - you inherit all of the promises that were given to this man… 
Abraham.  

So, question number 1 - Do you belong to Christ? That’s a very, very important 
question. Question number 2; 
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ARE YOU A SPIRITUAL CHILD OR A MATURING BELIEVER? 
If you belong to Christ – that’s incredible. But I have another question for you! Paul 
says it this way in the start of chapter 4… 

Galatians 4:1-2  

I mean that the heir… A heir is the child of the father who is the legal heir to the 
inheritance… as long as he is a child… is no different from a slave, though he is 
the owner of everything… but he is under guardians and managers… until the 
date set by his father. 

So this is written during the time of the Roman Empire – they had a very specific 
culture… and a very particular way of life. And yes, they had slaves… a super 
sensitive subject here in South Africa with our history. 

But the bible brings it up – so – we have to talk about it. 

And the Apostle Paul says that a child… as long as they are a child… is very much 
the same as a slave… because that child is under guardians and managers. 

Even if that child has inherited his father’s estate… he is still kind of like a slave… 
until he becomes an adult… because until that that stage guardians run things. The 
child’s inheritance and freedom are coming… but are not yet realised.  

And Paul is using this as an analogy, because the same is true for us with the Law – 
the law is like a temporary guardianship… until such time as we could step into the 
fullness… of our relationship with God… as an heir. 

In that day… children were not generally highly regarded. It was very sad. Kids 
would be easily discarded. And so the quality of your life largely depended on the 
character of your father. Some children were rejected, sold into slavery. There were 
no laws about that kind of thing in that day. 

So in Paul’s analogy, God adopts us, and becomes our father. 

And interestingly … a lot of the people that Paul was writing to in this church – they 
were possibly originally children who had been abandoned. Cast aside by society. 
Many of them were probably slaves. Early Christianity was very popular amongst the 
poor and needy… and marginalised and the women… all the outcasts… because in 
the church they were given a lot more dignity than they were in society. 

And in a culture were a lot of people whose dads abandoned them, cast 
out, rejected. Even sold as property. To hear that there was a Father who loved 
them. A father who was safe. A father who was kind. A father who was generous. A 
father who would only do good to them, forever! And that this father had a house. 
Called heaven. And this father has an inheritance. That he is going to share with all 
of his kids. 

Well these people who were rejected, outcasts and ostracised, they were like, tell me 
about this God! We didn’t know there was a God like that! And if there was, we didn’t 
think he would pick people like us! 
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So Paul is saying, when a father has a child, that child is an heir, and one day - they 
are going to get the whole estate! They are going to get the business, the land, 
whatever wealth, but as long as they are little, they have the same freedom as a 
slave. Kids can’t do whatever they want. They have to do what they are told. They 
kind of own everything - but they can’t sell it - they are not of age yet. They are under 
guardians and managers. 

So the goal for a father, was to help their children mature. That’s the goal right? 
Those of you who are parents – ultimately the goal is to develop mature children.  
Help them to launch - get them off the payroll! Get them out of the house! Get them 
to pay their own bills!  

Because when you are little - you are fully dependent. But the goal is - as you get 
older - to work toward becoming mature - independent.  

Here’s the frustrating thing though. Sometimes kids don’t launch well. Sometimes 
kids want to revert back. They want to go back a life stage or two – why? Because it 
is easier to have someone take care of us… than to take care of ourselves. 

Ultimately what has happened here in Galatia - they had become Christians - they 
were maturing, they were growing, and then some people showed up, legalists, who 
started bossing them around and telling them what to do. And they started going 
backwards. Instead of maturing as believers, they were going back to immaturity. 

So – are you a spiritual child – or are you maturing as a believer? Next question… 

DO YOU SEE YOURSELF AS A SLAVE OR A SON? 

This is a significant, important, vital question. 

Remember – the most important things you can learn in the bible is - who is God? 
And… who am I? 

Galatians 4:3-5  

In the same way… we also… when we were children… were enslaved to the 
elementary principles of the world. But when the fullness of time had come… 
God sent forth his Son… Jesus came at just the right time… born of woman, 
Jesus was fully God… but also fully man… born under the law … that is the Old 
Testament… Gods rulebook for his people… to redeem those who were under the 
law… so that we might receive… What?... adoption as sons. 

I love this picture of adoption here. We have a few families in our church who have 
adopted kids – both legally… and in their hearts… these kids belong fully to these 
families… it is incredible – there are no second class children! They are fully, and in 
every way… that family’s kids. I love it. Now here’s the great thing… Through 
Jesus… God does the same thing for you and I.  

He adopts us. And so what is your identity? Do you see yourself as a slave? Or a 
son? What is your identity? 
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This is really important – because if you if you have a slave identity with God… you 
are always working hard - so that you will have approval! But… If you have a son 
identity with God… you don’t work for approval, you work, from approval. It is a 
completely different sense of identity. 

A slave is measured by how much they produce or perform, but a son is secure, 
because of the love and dedication of the father. 

We all know that slavery was wrong, evil and sinful. In 1 Timothy Paul lists slave 
trading as sin. But in these times, slavery was very common. And as a result, there 
were many slaves who had come into the church and become believers. So slaves 
could have become elders and deacons in the church! 

In the book of Philemon… Paul tells the church to receive Onesimus… as a brother 
and not a slave! 

Here is what is awesome, in the family of God - there is no second class! All first 
class! And it does not matter how the world identifies you… all of your identity 
changes, when God adopts you. It changes. 

So I don’t know what your family history was - or work performance -  or your IQ- or 
your income. All of that… is set aside by God when he adopts you into his family and 
you become a Christian. 

You get a new father, you get a new family, you get a new identity. And that’s what 
Paul is talking about - what Jesus Christ has accomplished for us. Jesus is the son 
of God. And he comes to make all of us, sons of God.  

Some of you ladies might hear “sons of God” and think… this is where the bible is 
bigoted… its anti-women… No, it’s actually totally the opposite. 

In that culture, men could vote - not women. Men could own property, not women. 
Men could testify in court, not women. Men would receive the family inheritance, not 
women. So if you were a son, as opposed to a women, you were in a privileged 
position. 

So when God says; “You are all my sons”… what he is saying is, the males and the 
females… the sons and the daughters… all his children all occupy the same 
privileged legal status! 

So, in your relationship with God – do you see yourself as a slave, or a son? 

Think about that - do you primarily see yourself - in your relationship to God - as a 
slave? He is the master - I am the slave - he’s not very relational. He can be cruel, 
domineering. Sometimes he punishes me. And my goal is… Don’t make him angry!  

How many people have this view of God? How many people have this view of 
themselves? Do you see yourself as a slave -  chained to your past. Chained to your 
sin. Chained to someone else’s opinion of you.  

Do you think Gods mission is just to control you? 
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Do you think God just wants a relationship with you for what you can do for Him? 
Like a tool. Where you are just valued for your work, your productivity, your 
performance. That’s it. 

People who view themselves like this – always feel out of the family. You’re out. 
You're not in. Some of you still think like a slave in terms of your relationship with 
God. Even if you’re a Christian.  

And so what Paul is saying is… if you belong to Jesus Christ… the son of God… 
then Jesus Christ makes us sons of God!  

This is where I could say to the men - you can learn so much about God - once you 
become a dad. You hold your kid. And something inside of you just changes! And I 
hear it’s even better with grandkids - I will tell you when I get there! 

But when God adopts you my friend. You’re in. You’re not out! You are always loved 
by your father. You are always part of the family. 

The father is always willing to hear you - we call that prayer. The father is always 
willing to speak to you. The father is always willing to lead and guide you. 

The father is not out to punish you! But if you have a slave mentality, every time you 
experience something painful or difficult in your life - You’re going to be like - “God! 
why are you punishing me!” He’s like – that’s not me! Just because something is 
painful… doesn’t mean God is punishing you. 

In every other religion – it is all slave based. But Christianity is son based - through 
Jesus Christ the son.  

Most Christians don’t truly get this. As a result - they live in a slave mentality. 

But a son is who you are. I am a son. And you need to receive that too. You are a 
son. And Not only a son. But he is going to tell you in a moment, also an heir. You’re 
in, not out. Amen! 

Final question... 

DO YOU RELATE TO GOD AS MASTER OR FATHER?  
Galatians 4:6-7  

And because you are sons… God has sent the Spirit of his Son (That’s the Holy 
Spirit - working through his son, Jesus Christ) into our hearts (That’s the centre of 
our being), crying, “Abba! Father!” … So… you are no longer a slave… but a 
son, and if a son… then an heir through God. 

Have you ever seen a little kid that loves their dad? They are pretty vocal about that 
right! They are pretty passionate about that. They just want to be with their dad. Dad 
drops them at school. They don’t want to go! Little bots love wrestling with their dad. 
Little girls love snuggling with their dad. They hold hands with their dad. They talk to 
their dad.  
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So here’s the thing… Gods a father, and even though we might be older… he still 
sees us as his kids… crying “Abba! Father!”  

Most Christians don’t know a lot about God the father. 

You can find tons of books on the Holy Spirit, tons of books on Jesus, very few 
books on God the Father. So there is not a lot of teaching done on the fatherhood of 
God. Which is a problem, because this can really affect your relationship with God. 

My kids know - they have two fathers - they have a daddy in heaven, and they have 
a daddy on earth. 

Understanding the Fatherhood of God is such an important part of each of our 
spiritual formation. If you track through the bible, studying this theme – it is well worth 
it! 

In the Old Testament. It very rarely speaks about God as father. There is lots about 
fathers… and all the patriarchs… but very little about God the Father. And when it 
does speak about him as a father, it is very impersonal.  

But in the New Testament something very significant happens… Jesus comes... 

And at Jesus’ baptism – we learn so much about God the Father. We see Him speak 
over His son, before he had done anything yet! I just love that. 

Jesus is called a son… By God the Father. 

Here is what you need to know, if you are in Christ… that is your position. If the son 
of God, is your saviour… and God has adopted you into the family, you are a child of 
God. And God speaks over you - and says - this is my son! This is my child! 

And so - of all the titles of God in the bible, what do you think Jesus’ favourite title 
was for God? … Father. Right. He refers to Father in the gospels about 165 times. 

How many of you have a little kid - and how often do they say dad or mom. A lot, 
right? 

They need something, they call out! 

Jesus did the same. Jesus was always talking to… and talking about God as Father. 
Do you know what that is? That is a warm, intimate, personal relationship. Constant 
union and communion. That’s life together. 

So what happens is - Jesus is heading to the cross, as the son of God, so that he 
can take our place, and that we can join the family as the sons of God. And Jesus is 
in the garden - the most painful time for him. And Jesus prays to his Father. And 
Jesus taught us to pray… to God as… Father. 

And Jesus is hanging not he cross, and he is dying, for our sins, and he ends by 
saying; … Father… into your hands I commit my spirit.  

Dad, I trust you. 

Dad I trust you… on the worst day, of my whole life. 
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Dad I trust you… with the greatest pain that has ever been endured. 

Dad I trust you… with the most public shame, that anyone has ever faced. 

Father, I trust you. 

And Jesus pays the price for all of our sins, and if you believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, you need to know that his resurrection from death, is the promise for your 
future. 

If you believe that God is your father. It will change your whole life. 

And I love this word for Father – Abba! 

There is no indication this word being used before Jesus. It was a word used for little 
kids and grown adults. How many of you are older, but you still have a dad? How 
many of you have a special name for your dad? 

What’s my point? When you know that your dad is not a master…  but a father, you 
tend to have a special name for him. It shows your affection and warmth. 

Jesus calls his father Abba. This was like Jesus’ favourite title / name for God. 

Its originally Abba - and it’s translated father. 

How do you see God? Master or Father. 

Masters don’t have warm nicknames.  

How do you know that God is your father? You cry out to him! When the Holy Spirit 
comes in your heart – you’re like; “Dad!!!!” You’re like a kid. There is so much power 
in that relationship. There is so much healing in that relationship.  

So my friends, as I close. I want you to see God as Father. I want you to see yourself 
as a son. I want you to yield to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in you. 

Let’s pray…. 

PRAYER 


