
GALATIANS: FREED FOR A PURPOSE - CHAPTER 2 
 
 Story of Em with interior design – one of the big things everyone wants today is 

an OPEN CONCEPT. Open planned kitchens and lounges. I’m not sure if you’ve 
noticed but most Fish Hoek houses were not designed as open concept. Open 
concept encourages connection, shared space, roomier spaces… 
 

 If we liken this to the Galatians: Some people’s understanding of the house of 
God and Gospel is to put walls up, different rooms, kitchen. Paul comes in and 
says no no..keep it open planned and simple. And so he removes all the walls that 
have been put up.  

 
This is the book of Galatians: The idea that the gospel is: Jesus + nothing 
 
OPEN: Galatians 2 can roughly be broken down into 2 parts. 
 
In the first 11 verses Paul tells us of his intentions. He goes to Jerusalem around 14 years 
after his conversion. He announces his arrival and talks about how he brought Barnabas and 
Titus with. Then is verse 6 he launches into his commission . 
 
Let’s pick in verse 6:  
 
6 As for those who were held in high esteem—whatever they were makes no difference to 
me; God does not show favoritism—they added nothing to my message. 7 On the contrary, 
they recognized that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the 
uncircumcised,[a] just as Peter had been to the circumcised.[b] 8 For God, who was at work in 
Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles.  
 

 What’s Paul saying? Don’t judge by external appearance. Many of the Jews 
considered themselves of greater importance. Well that made no difference to Paul. 
In fact he says: ‘these men added nothing to my message’.  

• We’re all on the same playing field with the Gospel. And Jesus confronts our pride. 
 
Paul then closes the first part by confirming that he’s been authenticated by the apostles. 
He’s so precise in how he orders his writing. But we’re not going to focus on the first half of 
the text. 
….. 
 
Paul sees that Peter has been doing the very thing that he warned about in chapter 1. 
Adding something to the Gospel. 
When he sees one’s of Christianity’s most visible leaders excluding the gentiles at meal 
times due to a Jewish tradition of eating kosher, He calls Peter out. 
 
11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 
condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the 
Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the 
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Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other 
Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 
14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to 
Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How 
is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 
 

 Paul is so confident in the Gospel and his calling, that he’s not afraid to challenge 
people in their shortcomings. He’s dealt with his fear of man. He’s so convinced in 
the gospel and in Christ’s transformation in his life, that he’s adamant to help others. 

 It's not only about the food thing. The food issue was a symptom of racialism and 
prejudice and these were big issues for Paul 

 
And so we come to verse 16 where we will camp out for a short while today 
 

15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person is not justified by 
the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus 
that we may be justified by faith in[d] Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the 
works of the law no one will be justified. 
 
JUSTIFICATION IS A FINISHED WORK 
 

 This is one of our greatest battles as human beings. Our doing counts for zip when it 
comes to being called a son or daughter of God. There’s nothing we can do to earn 
salvation. It's often in our moments of busyness or even desperation that we can so 
easily fall into this trap. 
 

 How many of you have said in a prayer before: ‘But God, look at all I’ve done for you’ 
 

 We try and earn Gods approval without even realising it 
 
Justification: The process of being justified, being put into right standing with God. 

 Justification carries the realization that we are simultaneously sinners and saints before 
God 
On the one hand we are sinners who are forgiven, at the same time we are saints in God’s 
sight because Christs perfect righteousness has been given to us.  
 
This forgiveness and righteousness are by faith alone. It's a finished work.  
 

 Story of our youth giving their lives to God over and over again.  
 This is the way the enemy works, And the voice comes that asks: 
- Did you really commit your life to God? 
- Does God really love you?  
- You’re such a bad sinner, surely you don’t deserve God’s grace 
- What have you done to earn your salvation this week? 
 

 Copy of my Title Deed (House) This gives me a right to know that my property is 
mine. But the transaction has taken place.  
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Now do I from time to time wander if the house is still mine? No, that would be 
crazy, because a legal transaction took place that was binding. 
 
It's the same with Justification. If you’ve committed your life to God, stop 
doubting and walk in the fullness of your identity  

 
Justification does some incredible things: 

1. It changes your self-image.  

Normally, a person can be bold but lack humility or, a person can be humble but lack 
boldness. Justification brings both of these together.  

As sinners, we are humbled. As those declared righteous in Christ, we have boldness. 
We can be bold without being arrogant, and humble without being spineless. 

 New Creations  

2. It changes how you view suffering. Let’s use the book of Job as an example: Job’s 
friends tried to justify Jobs suffering by alluding to views such as ‘my suffering must 
be payment for my sins’ or ‘I’m suffering because I must have offended God, 
somehow.’  

OR if you have no grasp of your sin, you might say: “God loves me, of course he 
would, I’m wonderful!”– then when suffering comes you’ll think what Job’s wife 
thought: “curse God and die” because this acceptance and love from God has given 
me so much less than I think I deserve.  

Justification reminds us that as sinners, we actually don’t deserve anything good out 
of life. We deserve wrath and curse.  

It reminds us that our suffering isn’t payment for ours sin. It’s fellowship in Christ’s 
sufferings, and God will bring good out of it because we are his children. 

• The late modern culture that we live in tells us that life is about individual freedom 
and happiness, but it has no place for suffering. Suffering is at the heart of the 
Christian story. It was the way in which God rescued humanity. It is how we suffer 
that comprises how we become like Christ. 

3. It changes how you approach confrontation. If you only see your acceptance, not 
your sin, then confronting others is like going on the attack because you 
lack sufficient self-awareness to see that you have problems, too.  

But if you only see your sin, and forget your justification, then when others sin 
against you or you sin against them, you will withdraw and avoid, because you feel 
like the real truth about you has been exposed.  



Justification, as a sinner and saint, makes it possible to face sin truthfully and 
graciously, yet also with the confidence needed to address the actual problem. 

…And so we come to one of the most well-known verses pieces in Galatians  

An Expression of entire sanctification 

19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified 
with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace 
of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”  

 

SANCTIFICATION IS AN ONGOING WORK 
 

 If justification is the title deed, then sanctification could be likened to the 
process of renovating. It's the beautiful process of becoming more and more like 
Jesus. 

 Although you can live in a house that’s falling apart, why would you want to? 
If you have all the means to renovate. access to finances, access to an interior 
designer, a builder, why wouldn’t you? The only reason you wouldn’t is if you 
don’t know your inheritance. If you don’t know what you have access to. 

 
2 Corin 4:16 reminds us of Gods promise 
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are being renewed day by day. 
 
God gives us sustenance daily 

• God has designed us to run out of petrol every day puts you in the station — and the 
station is me.” 

• So God has his reasons for why he saves us in stages, sanctifies us slowly, and makes 
us fill up every day at his pump, in case we forget where the petrol comes from. 

 
Church, let’s not forget that we never arrive, but that God is continually wanting to mould 
us into a his likeness.  
Sanctification is: Progressively becoming like Jesus. Gradually becoming like Jesus, or 
becoming holy. Becoming conformed to the image of Christ. Little by little, over time — from 
conversion till Jesus comes back, or you die — you are in the process of 
sanctification, becoming sanctified, becoming holy. 
 
And so Paul ends by saying, guys if we could have been declared righteous by the law, then 
Christ died for nothing.  
 
And so church, It's time to have confidence in our justification. And walk through 
sanctification. Part of this is laying down our works and dead works 
 
The danger of based salvation on our works, is that we become legalistic and critical. 
We complain and we moan. We’re not happy.. 



When you understand the finished work of the cross and the assurance of our salvation, 
You are freed and liberated.  
 
Eugene Peterson authored a book called: A long obedience in the same direction. 
One of the things he says is: Discipleship is a decision to live by what I know about God, not 
what I feel about him or myself or my neighbour.  
 
Are we still following Christ, Perhaps the better question to ask is: Is Christ still living in 
me? 
 

 Religion stresses holiness over grace 
 Irreligion stresses freedom over holiness 
 Christianity is freedom through grace that leads to holiness 

 
Understanding justification and sanctification will lead you into a greater humility and a 
greater confidence! 
 
Today, we can leave knowing that When we invite Jesus into our hearts, we can be sure 
that we’ve been justified. But we should also leave being mindful that God wants to work 
in our lives and deal with sin. 


