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Good morning everyone! It is good to be with you today. I am really excited… 

because today we are starting a new series… and a new book in the bible, called 

Galatians!  

GALATIANS (Title Slide) 

The book of Galatians… is very important for us as evangelical Christians.  

We are going to see how we are completely set free by Jesus! And that he has a 

great purpose for us. 

Today’s focus is going to be the gospel. The pure and true gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. As Overseers, we are currently wrestling with the what the gospel is. And so 

Galatians is a timely message to us, because it is all about protecting the pure and 

simple gospel… of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the New Testament – there are two books that have always been highly significant 

for believers. The book of Romans… and the book of Galatians. 

Romans – is about what the gospel is.  

Galatians – is about what the gospel is not. 

And by gospel – what do I mean?  

I mean the good news… that our sins can be forgiven… our relationship with God 

can be reconciled.. and that eternal life can be granted to us. That is the good news 

of the finished work of Jesus Christ! 

So if you think of it in terms of sport… Romans is a lot like offence, and Galatians is 

like defence. Romans is pushing the gospel forward, and Galatians is defending the 

gospel against counterfeit, false gospels, seeking to undermine God’s work and 

truth. 

Galatians is such an important book, that Martin Luther, the great reformer, said;  

“The ‘letter’ to the Galatians is my ‘letter.’ I have betrothed myself to it. It is my wife.” 

You know you are passionate about the bible… when you say, I love this book so 

much… that I want to marry it!!!! 

So… the book of Galatians is about defending the true gospel of Jesus Christ, from 

counterfeit gospels. 

You see friends, everything valuable, is eventually counterfeited. Rolex watches. 

Name brands. Everything from clothing to cars. When I visited China, I got to see 
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this with my own eyes. Every kind of valuable name brand you could think of… was 

knocked off.  

Because if something is valuable, people think it’s worth counterfeiting. 

So let me ask you a question… do you know what the most valuable and precious 

thing in your life is? It has to be your relationship with God… through Jesus Christ, 

right? 

And because of the immense value of this, it should not surprise us, that Satan will 

try to counterfeit this. 

I have in my hand a R100 note… It’s real. At least I think it is! Both my parents used 

to be bankers. They worked for Barkley’s Bank – and then when it changed to FNB 

for many years. When they started out though, they were tellers, and as part of that, 

they got trained in how to spot counterfeit money. Do you know how they teach you 

to do that? Before the days of automatic counting machines that now just tell you… 

back in the day, you learned to spot a fake, by becoming so familiar with the 

genuine, that the moment a counterfeit comes along, you know something is off. 

As you handle real money, as you look at it, as you work with it, as you feel it, you 

quickly know when something that is not genuine comes along. 

So, my aim today… is for you to become so familiar with the real gospel, the real 

Jesus, the real Christianity, the real good news… That when the counterfeit shows 

up… you go – that’s not it! That’s not it. 

So that’s is where Paul, the author of Galatians starts, not by talking about us, but by 

talking about Jesus. Because Jesus is genuine. Jesus is real. And Jesus is meant to 

be everything to us. Amen?! 

So here’s how he begins… 

Galatians 1:1-5 

Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and 

God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers and 

sisters with me, To the churches in Galatia: 3 Grace and peace to you from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue 

us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to 

whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Paul begins by saying that he is “an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, 

but by Jesus Christ and God the Father.” 

When it comes to church leadership, you get different kinds of leaders. You get local 

church leaders, and you get trans-local leaders, leaders that work across multiple 

churches, pastors, denominations, groups, networks.  

What’s happening here… is that Paul planted this church, handed it over to local 

leadership, and went on to plant more churches. Paul was viewed as a leader over 

multiple churches and pastors. 
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And he calls himself an Apostle here. What is that you might ask? Well simply put, 

you have two kinds of Apostles in the bible. Capital Apostles who were chosen by 

Jesus, the original twelve disciples. Eyewitness’s of his resurrection. They are a 

finished closed group. 

But you also get a lower-case apostle. That is a gift that God gives. These can be 

missionaries, church planters, church movement leaders, writers, pastors of pastors. 

We are apart of a network called Immerse where I believe that there are some gifted 

apostolic people who I have been so blessed partnering with and learning from. 

One of the issues that seems to be addressed by the book of Galatians, is that there 

were some false teachers that were trying to undermine Paul’s calling and authority 

–because of his apostleship. This came up a number of times for Paul, as he was 

not one of the ‘original disciples’.  

So Paul is reinforcing his calling here, that it was Jesus who called him as an 

Apostle. Not people. For Paul, his calling was sure. And he was not too worried 

about what people thought about that. 

And so he writes here “to the churches in Galatia.” He is writing to multiple 

churches, in one region.  Today, some call this multi-site. It’s actually nothing new. 

Churches from the very beginning have been multi-site. One church, multiple 

locations. And Paul was their apostle or leader. 

Might that ever happen to us? I don’t know. Perhaps we should pray about it. Church 

planting has been on our hearts for a long time. Perhaps we need to pray about that 

more seriously. See where God leads us. 

Paul then says; Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil 

age. 

Three points this morning; I am grateful to Tracey for doing some great research to 

help me this morning, and also a series by Mark Driscoll. I have borrowed his 

structure today. Firstly… Here is what I want you to see… 

JESUS WORKS FOR YOU 

I love this, because this gospel – is a message of grace. We are saved by Jesus’ 

works, not our own. Jesus did all the work, and then gives the benefits to us. That’s 

grace.  

God became a man – the Lord Jesus Christ. He lived without sin, and went to the 

cross. He substituted himself for us, for our sins, Jesus died, as our saviour, so that 

we could live. Jesus paid a price, so that you no longer have a debt unpaid to God. 

You see friends, Jesus did it all. He lived the life you should have lived. He did the 

death you should have died. He conquered sin and death, things you could not 

defeat. And He gives the gift that you cannot earn. Salvation. Forgiveness of sin, and 

eternal life. 
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Sometimes you hear people say; “Somebody needs to do something!” And in this 

case, that’s Jesus. Jesus is the person that did EVERYTHING that we need to be 

saved. And we can receive that by grace. 

Grace, grace, grace. It is the heart of the Christian message. That’s why he says 

grace and peace to you, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We trust 

him by faith, we receive salvation by grace. 

And the good news of God’s grace, is that when Jesus said on the cross, “It is 

finished.” All the work was done. Just trust Jesus, and you get to be saved. 

Now I am telling you this, because some of you either are struggling with it, or will 

struggle with it. You see, there are many people who question, and wonder, am I 

really saved? Am I really a child of God? Even people who are serving God, if you 

listen to them, you hear such a lot about what they are doing for God, but you hear 

very little about Jesus has done for them. 

It’s a simple question to ask. Are you a Christian? If the answer is yes, then I would 

ask, How do you know? If they say, well, I was born into a Christian family… or, I’m 

in full time ministry… or I’m a good person. What’s the problem here? No Jesus. Just 

you. 

So I would ask you my friend. Are you sure that you’re a sinner? That Jesus is God, 

that he lived without sin. Died on a ross for your sin, rose from the dead. And that 

you are saved fully, totally, eternally, and only by the grace of God?  

Grace and peace. Great verse. 

You see, grace from God produces peace in our lives. So we don’t have to have 

anxiety about our position in Christ. So I don’t worry about it. Because I know Jesus 

has got me. The work Jesus did, is sufficient. Amen? 

But this is hard for many people to receive. Just trust Jesus? Just believe? Surely 

that’s too easy! 

How many of you find it is hard to receive a gift? 

How many of you find it hard to say, “I’m the problem! Not the solution!” 

We live in a world that is not grace-based. It is performance-based. 

It starts from a young age. You don’t get your pocket money, if you don’t do your 

chores. 

At school – you have to work hard to get good marks – to progress from grade to 

grade. 

It goes on through life, and then you get to work. And you get what you earn. You’ve 

got to produce results. Everyone is keeping score, and unless you perform, you don’t 

win. You hear things like, “There’s no such thing as a free meal!” 

Put then Jesus comes, and says. I paid it all. I paid it all. There’s nothing you have to 

do. Just receive it. To receive that… requires humility. 
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So the gospel, is that Jesus did a great work for us. There is no one that is beyond 

the grace of God.  

But not only did Jesus to a work for you. Secondly,  

JESUS WORKS IN YOU 

I find it so amazing that when people give their lives to the Lord, and they start to 

experience their nature changing, their desires changing. 

It was like that for Paul. Before Paul met Jesus, the centre of his life was Paul, and 

his religious traditions. Not God. It was his religious duty. 

But after Jesus changed his life, suddenly Jesus was the centre of his life!  

Paul’s life before, was all about his performance, discipline and focus. Listen to how 

he describes himself in Philipians chapter 3; 

Phil 3 

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 

more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the 

church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, 

I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain 

Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on 

the basis of faith. 

You see friends. Paul says, when I met Jesus, everything changed! He did a great 

work for me, and he did a great work in me. It’s no more about working for God’s 

love, it’s about working from Gods love. 

It’s not working for a relationship with God, it’s working from a relationship with God. 

And God sees all my man-made religious performance as rubbish. Paul says, I had 

made it all about me, and what I was doing, and then I realized that it was actually all 

about Jesus and what he has done! 

God saved me by grace, and it changed me at the deepest level. I don’t want to be a 

religious zealot anymore, I want to love God, and I want to love people. I want to 

unburden people. 

So when Paul finds out, that the churches he planted in Galatia, are now having 

false teachers come in, and make them just like he was before he came to know 

Jesus, you can understand why he starts to get worked up! This is why he is so 

passionate! Because he does not want them to go back to religion, he wants them to 

go forward to Jesus. 
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Jesus works for you 

Jesus works in you. 

That’s the real gospel. 

So what about the counterfeit? 

Galatians 1.6  

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to 

live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is 

really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion 

and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from 

heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let 

them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If 

anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them 

be under God’s curse!  

I am astonished. I am shocked! This is unbelievable! 

Let me give you some context. The church in Galatia was largely gentiles, non 

Jewish people. Paul comes and tells them to trust in Jesus. They get saved, 

churches are planted. They are enjoying God’s grace.  

Then Paul goes off to plant more churches elsewhere, and along come these 

religious people, who have a combination of religious tradition and culture, and they 

take the gospel – and they add to it religious tradition and culture. And they tell the 

people that there is a new upgraded, improved Christianity & gospel. Probably well 

meaning – believing they are doing the right thing – and helping God. You know 

what, God doesn’t need your help! 

But let me explain it like this. On your phones, you all have apps. How many of you 

update the apps on your phones? You should, right? How many of you have 

software on your computers – like Microsoft Word – and you update your software? 

You should! 

Well, there is one thing that we never have to update – and that is the gospel of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Why? Because God got it right the first time! There are no bugs. 

There are no flaws. There is no code that was miswritten. 

God got the gospel right the first time, and we are all saved by the same Jesus. We 

all trust in the same good news of Jesus Christ. But along came some people and 

they tried to change it. 

The gospel is like maths – it does not change. The way, and style in which we share 

it might differ, as we try and reach different types of people, from different cultures, 

and different generations, but the meat of it, stays exactly the same. 

Paul was horrified that the Galatians could so easily be confused by others with the 

gospel. In fact the word he uses here… is the military term of ‘deserting’ which is to 

‘transfer ones allegiance’. They are religious turncoats or deserters!  
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So here is the question to ask yourself; 

Have you believed a ‘new’ gospel? 

Paul’s view, and God’s view, and King of Kings view is; 

Jesus’ grace + nothing = salvation 

Their view was; 

Jesus’ grace + human works = salvation 

Maybe this line sounds familiar – God did his part, now you’ve got to do your part. 

This is a false gospel. In Galatians it was; Jesus grace + what? Let’s see who of you 

know? Circumcision! Right. 

Jesus’ grace + circumcision = salvation. 

The Galatian gentiles were being told, that you’ve trusted in Jesus, but to go to 

heaven, you now need to be circumcised. To have a real relationship with Jesus, this 

is what you have to do. And these guys were so convincing, guys were scheduling 

appointments! Imagine that! Actually, no. Don’t imagine that! 

Imagine preaching – “Get circumcised, or you are going to hell!” 

We look at that and say, that’s crazy! That’s silly. Well, you know what, we have all 

added things that are crazy and silly to the gospel. They are just not crazy and silly 

to us, but they are still religious tradition and cultural opinion. 

This has given rise to different religions, and cults. Cults claim to be Christian, but 

they add something to Jesus, in order to be saved. 

There are many all around us,  

Jehovah’s witnesses – they add a whole new translation of the bible, plus additional 

teaching. 

Mormons – they add other books, other teachings. 

Zionists – they add traditional African religion. 

So let me say this as clearly as I can everyone. If you do not have the right gospel, 

and the right Jesus, you are not a part of his church. This is nothing new. The true 

gospel of Jesus Christ has always been, and is always under fire. 

Jesus plus anything – ruins everything! 

You can get mad with me. You can hate me for saying that. But I am going down 

with the ship. Jesus plus anything! Ruins everything! 

What happens in religion is always the same. People take Jesus, and they add all 

kinds of stuff. 

Islam will come and say – Jesus and Mohammed. But Mohammed is the greater 

prophet. Yes the bible but the Quoran is a bettered back your debt in the next life. 
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Jesus, plus anything, ruins everything. 

It’s only Jesus. It’s always Jesus. It’s solely Jesus. It’s fully Jesus. You want your 

sins forgiven? It’s Jesus. You want eternal life? It’s Jesus. You want your burdens 

lifted? His name is Jesus. You want your soul saved? It’s Jesus! Amen!!!! 

But here is where I want a bit of audience participation. What are the things you have 

been told to add to the gospel? Please help me out here. 

Jesus plus what? I would love to hear? 

Jesus plus? 

What else? 

Jesus plus baptism.  

Jesus plus speaking in tongues. 

Jesus plus tithing or giving. 

Jesus plus doing street witnessing. 

Jesus plus the right denomination, the right bible translation, going on missions trips, 

supporting the right social cause. 

And… Fasting! 

Fasting might be new for some of you. Fasting, what’s that? It regards eating… 

Maybe you’re like, “I eat fast!” No, that’s not fasting. Fasting is when you don’t eat! 

You see church, none of these things are bad, they are all really good and important, 

but none of these things save you. 

Because Jesus’ works, his death, burial, resurrection, these works are the only 

saving works! 

The Gospel Paul shared was the real good news – there is nothing you can do to 

earn your salvation; it is a gift of grace from God, because of what Jesus had done 

on the cross.  

Galatians 1.10 

10 Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I 

trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a 

servant of Christ. I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I 

preached is not of human origin. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I 

taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.  

13 For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I 

persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in 

Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people and was extremely 

zealous for the traditions of my fathers.  
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I will give you a little analogy here to try and help explain. A place that has always 

been special to my family and I is the Knysna Wilderness area. I started school in 

Knysna, and we lived in various places in that area over the years. And one of the 

special spots is a lake called Groenvlei. Afrikaans for Green natural pool of water. 

Also fondly known as Lake Pleasant. 

It is called that because of the pristine clear coloured water made by springs.  

Sadly, the water of the spring-fed fresh water lake has changed so drastically in 

recent times, that it can today be easily mistaken for a muddy mine dump dam – a 

far cry from the sparkling waters most locals know and love. 

What is the cause. The lake has been suffering from a ever increasing population of 

invasive carp, that one fisherman in the 1990’s had “thrown in” a “few carp” because 

they were his preferred catch. These few carp have turned into hundred of carp, and 

they have destroyed the entire lake. They are bottom feeders who have churned up 

the silt, and are killing our all the indigenous fish species, like the Estuarine Herring, 

and Cape Silverside. 

From just a few carp – they are now overtaking and destroying the entire ecosystem 

of the lake, and Cape Nature, are having to try and wage war on them to try and 

save the lake. Many however believe that the once-pristine water system has 

reached a point of no return. 

Why did I tell you that? Because the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is clean. Just 

like Paul says in these verses, it is “not of human origin.” It is pure, it is undefiled. 

The bible compares it to streams of living water. Not a lot unlike the underwater 

springs that used to feed Groenvlei. 

But Satan is always trying to add in something that does not belong – just a little 

something, and then he gives it time. 

King of Kings, people, churches, denominations, families start to die, and get choked 

out by that which is foreign and counterfeit. 

We cannot let that happen with the gospel in this church family. 

Should Paul says, should he change what he was saying about Jesus to please 

others? Should they add something to the gospel! No – Do not add anything to 

Jesus grace, and do not try to please people! but to win people for Christ.  

In this day and age we also have similar problems – it is one thing to show that the 

Gospel is relevant to our culture, but it is another to twist it to make it palatable and 

popular.  

One of our friends, David Ball, has been called by God to share the truth of God in a 

tough environment – China. The Gospel is not a popular message with the 

government there. But does that stop him and other missionaries from speaking the 

truth? – no. They do it carefully and discreetly so as not to endanger other believers 

there, but none the less, despite the government disapproval, David is speaking the 

truth. By the way, you need to be praying for him. He is okay, but this Coronavirus 

thing is not okay. Keep him and the Chinese believers in prayer. 
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Paul says, in sharing the true gospel, am I trying to please man or God? 

At the end of the day, if you hold to the grace of Jesus Christ – someone is going to 

push you to add something to Jesus, or take something away. 

You see my friend, there will decisions in your life, where you are going to have to 

decide who you are going to offend. You are going to offend someone, its either 

going to the Them, or Him. 

The question is not if you will offend – it is who you will offend? 

Paul says, I am done with fear of man in my life. I am done trying to please people. 

All I care about now is winning people for Christ. 

Jesus works for you 

Jesus works in you 

Finally, 

JESUS WORKS THROUGH YOU 

Galatians 1:15 

15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by 

his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him 

among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human 

being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I 

was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus.  

18 Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas 

and stayed with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—only 

James, the Lord’s brother. 20 I assure you before God that what I am writing 

you is no lie. 21 Then I went to Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was personally unknown to 

the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only heard the report: “The 

man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to 

destroy.” 24 And they praised God because of me. 

The early Christians must have freaked out when Paul showed up for his first 

worship services – Ananias who was sent by God to minister to him after his 

encounter with Jesus on the Damascus road was scared to go to Paul because of 

his reputation as a Christian killer. But when it comes to receiving Christ Pauls past 

was no longer an issue – he was forgiven and transformed in the most remarkable 

way. Paul has represented traditions that had been in his family for generations, but 

because of meeting with Jesus he was freed of those traditions – they no longer 

defined him and directed him, Jesus did.  

And Jesus did an incredible work through Paul. 

I know that being saved by grace can make some people feel, wow, isn’t that just a 

free ride, and I just get to be lazy for the rest of my life! 
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No way. Now that Paul met the real Jesus, does he still get things done? You bet. 

He walks miles and miles every day to tell people about Jesus. 

He writes, roughly the majority of the books in the New Testament. 

After Jesus, he is the biggest personality in Christianity. 

This guy is fluent in 3 languages, maybe 4. Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and possibly 

Latin. 

These are things God did through him by grace. You see friends, grace does not 

make you weak. It makes you strong. It does not make you lazy. It makes you 

productive. Because once you truly meet Jesus, you get excited about things he is 

doing. 

Jesus does a work for you, in you, and through you. 

Paul was freed to be who God called Him to be  - freed from tradition, freed from the 

past, freed from the opinions of others, and freed to follow God.  

Have you been freed? And if you have been freed, by accepting the free gift of 

Jesus’s grace, for what purpose have you been freed? To what is God calling you 

to? 

William Wallace, in his famous line in Braveheart said; “They may take our lives, but 

they'll never take our freedom!!! The less famous line he said just before that was 

this; 

What would you do with that freedom? You see, through Jesus we receive freedom, 

but what are we freed for? We are freed for a purpose.  

Jesus paid it all 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rWXUqF_BFo 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rWXUqF_BFo

